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Presidents’ Message

By
Bob Johnson

It’s fall, a wonderful time of the year to fish. In fact, maybe the
best time of the year to fish. The shorter amount of light signals
the fish ‘strap on the feed bag, winter is coming’. We are a fly-
fishing club, aren’t we? So get out there and fool some of those
lunkers. Hook them, net them, release them, repeat and do it
again. Don’t forget to grab a quick pic to show off at the meet-
ing.

Valley Fest: | want to thank all the volunteers that helped put
smiles on the faces of the many kids that were catching fish. The
volunteers were, Bryan Harman, Skip Cavanaugh, Bob Schmitt,
Jeff Pope, Jim McDevitt, Pat Stuart. Thank you all for your time
and your help.

Fin clipping is going on as | write this.

An upcoming opportunity to get involved, and have a little bit of
fun too, is the Bailey Lake spawning channel clean up. Come on
along and get some fishing in too, before the cold weather ar-
rives. See Jerry McBride at the meeting, I’'m sure he will wel-
come the help.

On the horizon, we have rescheduled th fishout at Medical
Lake. Mark Oct 19th on your calendar. Before you go, you
might want to check with our local expert, Pat Stuart, on the best
way to fish the lake. Hit him up at the next meeting for tips.
Watch for further notifications.

Our next meeting is as scheduled above. Rsvp’s are out, please
respond promptly. At the meeting, we will be raffling the hand
painted “boat box™ donated by Jeff Currier, last month’s speaker
and a very talented artist.

The board meeting will be Oct 10th at 6 pm at the Ya Ya Brew-
ery. All are welcome. Come and add your ideas and help your
club do as much as it can.

See you on the 8th. Bob J.

Editors: Lee Funkhouser and Guy Gregory

Paul von Gontard
0)}
Techniques and Tactics for Pressured
Waters

Paul von Gontard has been fly fishing for over 30 years for
everything from rainbows and browns, to squid, tarpon and
once a crocodile. He guides the rivers around Missoula, MT
and ties many of the flies his clients use, including custom
patterns featured in the Sierra Club's magazine. He is a grad-
uate of Guiding for the Future and an advocate for ethical
and sustainable fishing practices. In the off season you can
find him shooting skeet, teaching, and still braving the ice
for one more hook set.

His favorite species to catch in Montana are northern pike,
brown trout, and bull trout. Conservation and ethical fishing
are central to his ethos. Over the years, Paul has honed his
abilities and become one of the most sought-after guides—
and fly tyers—in western Montana.

Paul’s presentation describes the increased pressure put on
fisheries by the surge in outdoor activities, especially fishing
pressure, created by Covid. He’s determined the fish have
modified their behavior and fly fisherman are better served
doing the same. He’ll describe some fresh tactics anglers
should adopt to increase their success.

Stanley Miller
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