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January Presentation 
 

Jack Mitchell of The Evening Hatch 
Three Washington River Systems 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

2024 club dues are due.  $50 again this year. Please send a 
check to  

IEFFC 
P.O. Box 2926  

Spokane, WA 99220 
 

 or pay at a meeting! Like this one! 

 

Jack Mitchell is a 
founder of the Evening 
Hatch Fly Shop in El-
lensburg, WA. A Coug, 
and a lifelong fly angler, 
Jack and his guide staff 
believe his company 
should provide you with 
fun on the water, an en-
joyable fishing experi-
ence, teach you some-

thing new, and guide your appreciation for these won-
derful resources. 
 
Jack’s presentation will cover three waters he knows 
well: Fly fishing on the Olympic Peninsula for Steel-
head, fly fishing the Klickitat River for Steelhead (and 
if you’re like me, a few resident trout), and the big-ass 
water fishing of the Upper Columbia for big Rainbow 
Trout. You’ll recall Jack donated deeply discounted 
trips to each of these places for our Christmas Raffle! 
 
Come join us for an engaging and inspiring presenta-
tion by Jack on January 9!  See you there.  
 

As we venture into the year 2024 and put the horrible Covid 
years further behind us, the future is looking very bright.  We 
need to thank our President Doug Brossoit for being at the 
helm during the tumultuous times at the start of 2023. 
 
Since then, the direction the club is headed is exciting. We 
have added 9 new members with another member to be joining 
this month, There are new and refreshing club activities to 
have more engagements outside of the club meetings for the 
members. 
 
Fly tying on every other Thursday night at the Ya Ya brewery. 
If you want to see what others are tying for different waters 
being fished, or to get ideas on how to tie or method of tying, 
you should join us. This is only going on during the winter but 
if you don’t tie, just come down for some great conversation 
and time out of the house. 
 
Fishouts are now on the books. The first one was on the North 
Fork of the Coeur d’Alene river. A great outing enjoyed by all 
that showed up. Upcoming adventures are going to be at 
Rocky Ford at some time in January, then Amber Lake in 
March or April. They are a great way to meet new fishing bud-
dies or learning new waters to fish.  Thank you to Bryan Har-
man for the ideas and leadership on both the tying and 
fishouts. 
 
With the weather turning miserable, the steelheading should be 
picking up. To all the hearty individuals braving the cold/rain/
snow I’m hoping some nice “B” run fish end up on the end of 
your lines. If you should by chance see me out there on the 
water, don’t forget to wave as you drive by. 
 
Hope to see everyone at the January meeting. Come enjoy 
some camaraderie, stories, and new tales with your fellow club 
members. And don’t forget to welcome our new members. 
 

Dues be do be due…. 
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2023 Distinguished Service Award 
Floyd Holmes 
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2024 Officers and Board Members 

 

Floyd receives the 2023 Distinguished 
Service Award from President Doug 
Brossoit. Floyd’s tireless service on Club 
projects, his long time service as Ser-
geant-at-Arms, and his endless work on 
the Kids Fishing program are an inspira-
tional example of commitment to service 
in our membership. 

L to R: 2023 President Doug Brossoit, Board Member Matt Mason, 2024 President Bob Johnson, Vice President 
Guy Gregory, Secretary Bryan Harman, Treasurer Lee Funkhouser, Board Member Bob Johnson, and Board 
Member Phil Beck 



2023 President’s Award Winners 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

 

 

President Doug Brossoit presented 3 President’s Awards 
this year to these recipients: 

Phil Beck, Program Chair and Board Member 

Lee Funkhouser, Publications Chair and Treasurer 

Jerry McBride, Projects Chair 
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2023 Fly Fisherman of the Year 
Bob Schmitt 

 

2023 Ed Wolfe Award 
Bryan Harman 

 

Bob accepts the 2023 Fly Fisherman of 
the Year award, and the Hugh Evans 
Memorial Trophy, from President Doug 
Brossoit. Bob joined the club in 2015, 
served as Treasurer in 2018, Vice Presi-
dent in 2019, and President in 2020. He’s 
currently an At-Large Board Member 
and Membership Committee chair. Bob 
can be found anywhere the Club has a 
project or activity.  Bob finds stillwaters 
his angling venue of choice. 

Bryan receives the 2023 Ed Wolfe Memorial 
Award from president Doug Brossoit. Bryan 
has been with the club since 2015. He’s served 
as an At-Large Board Member for three years. 
He is a prime promoter of Club projects and 
outreach activities. He is in fact a gifted tyer 
and a skilled angler focusing on rivers.  



Membership Chair Bob Schmitt introduced new members Jerry Hirst, Jim Knueppel and Dan Stralser at the 
December Meeting. And Andrew McLeod joined us in December as well. 
 
Welcome! 
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Christmas Raffle Pictures 
By  

Stephenie Stephens 

New Members  

Help out your editor, will ya? 

Zach Cordova’s emails have been bouncing, and I haven’t been able to track him down.  If you know him, 
could you put him in touch with flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com please? 

What a terrific Christmas Raffle we had this year! 
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Check out Fly Tying Skill Builder at the FlyFishFood Youtube channel. 
 
To get a clean break on your wire, once the wire is tied in, bend the wire back 
on the same line as the final wrap to create a small chink. Then pull back, and 
helicopter the wire off. It leaves a nice clean break! 
 
These videos cover a lot of neat techniques, the packing tape caddis wing, 
whip finishing by hand, half hitching quickly without a tool, and a really neat 
technique for zonker strips.  
 
If only to get your wife off the Hallmark Channel for a few minutes, it’s well 

worth your time. 

YouTube recommendations 

 

I can’t get Fishing with Ladin on my cable TV anymore. Good 
thing for me he’s on YouTube, and if you didn’t know, you 
should  Club Member Ladin Langeman and Steve Ronholt have 
been making fishing videos in area waters for some years. Each 
one is a brief trip for me, often to a place I enjoy, and they seem 
like folks most of us would love to fish with.  
 
If you haven’t yet, check out their YouTube Page 
@FlyFishingwithLadin, subscribe, and hit the thumbs up button 
to like the videos you see.  

Fly Fishing movies, in the tradition of Warren Miller 

When I was a kid, we’d head to the auditorium every fall to watch the latest Warren Miller ski film, just to build some 
serious stoke for the upcoming season. Loud music, quick cuts, lots of unbelievable action from exotic places was just 
what kids like me needed to decide what to do with all that lawn mower money. 
 
Nowadays there’s fly fishing movies. Short films, generally, but the same formula...Action, noise, big fish on the fly, 
incredible imagery and exotic locales. They may not be your cup of tea, but for me the pics inspire me and the movies 
in general still build that stoke for the coming season.  This year: 
 
Fly Fishing Film Tour (F3t, flyfilmtour.com) February 29, 2024 at the Bing.  
 
International Fly Fishing Film tour (IF4, flyfilmfest.com) has not fixed a date as of yet, the webpage indicates they’ll 
be sponsored by Riverkeeper,  This one’s my favorite but each are cool. 
 
The respective websites show the gazillion locations around that show these films, so if you’re out of town check to 
see if they are in a community near you.  Build that stoke, all while staying warm and dry in February. 
 
Tickets for local screenings are traditionally available at Silver Bow. 
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Member Product Review 

Upcoming Club Activities 

Aquaz Dryzip Chest Wader January 2024 - Mark Meyocks 
 
Those that know me well understand the statement, “I am a gear guy.” I bought a pair of Patagonia Swiftcurrent 
Front-Zip waders some years ago, they are expensive but I didn’t like the Zip functionality as no matter what the 
zipper didn’t go low enough to do my ‘business’ properly. I was introduced to Aquaz in 2018 at the Washington 
State Fly Fisher Conference in Ellensburg. The Aquaz representative was from Portland and we have a mutual 
friend. I ordered a pair of Aquaz wading pants, I love them.  
 
In a recent review I learned there had been changes to Aquaz’s front-zip option. I really liked the review and de-
cided to give the Aquaz Dryzip Chest Wader a try. I absolutely love these waders. A guide quality wader, that I 
can zip and unzip readily without taking off my wading jacket – BONUS! The price is great at under $450, with 
free shipping I received my waders in 3 days as my size was in stock. If interested here is a link to the website and 
a Youtube video that caught my eye. 
 
https://aquazfishing.com/products/dryzip-wader 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQBol42YzvY 

Editors note: This new feature, Member Product Reviews, is a place for members to write reviews of gear and 
products they find useful.  It’s meant to serve as information for our club readers, much like we’d have around a 
campfire at the end of an angling day, discussing products.  Most of us are, in fact, gear guys. 
 
We’ll provide these reviews as written by other members for your information. The opinions expressed are those 
of the author. The Club (IEFFC) does not endorse any review or warrant any reviewed product.  If you wish to 
discuss or have additional questions, please contact the author. 
 
That being said, if you’ve got a review of a bit of fly angling kit you think would be of interest to your fellow 
members, write’er up, and we’ll get it in here.  
 

The holidays are rolling to a close, and the winter cold is starting to set in. Tying season is in full swing. 
 
The club is planning a fish out for Rocky Ford, that creek can demand some different patterns than what you 
are used to using in most of the other area waters. Keep your eyes on your email as the date will be finalized ac-
cording to the weather.   
 
Otherwise:  
 
Come over to YAYA brewing at 11712 E Montgomery and tie up a little of what you might need for Rocky 
Ford, the Abaco banks, or maybe just for spring fishing locally.   
 
Tying nights will be January 11th and 25th this month. 
 
Come by, grab a beer and shoot the breeze. I have been watching Phil tie flies for bonefish and talking about fish-
ing Turneffe Flats, all I can say is I’m trying to figure out how I can fit into his luggage so I can enjoy some flats 
fishing (warm water and sunshine). 
 
To summarize the air is cold the water is cold, YAYA is warm the beer is good and tying flies is a great way to 
get ready for next season. Hope to see you there. 



Steelhead Update  
From  

IDFG and the Fish Passage Center 

It’s been a pretty good winter for steelhead fishing in Idaho so far. Generally, the Salmon River area has fish in it, and 
had low flows and clear water well into December, when ice started to form. No local reports are available now, so 
check with your favorite shop if you’re looking for intel, but the short answer is there are fish in the river. 
 
IDFG has posted a 4 part video series on steelhead enhancement activities they have underway on the Potlatch River. 
It’s very instructive on what is and can be done to bring anadromous fish back to headwater streams. Check it out.  
 
IDFG will resume angler reports in March after everyone gets the shack nasties and simply must get out to fish. 
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WDFW News: It’s been a long time coming’ 

The Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission met Dec. 14-16 via webinar to hold committee meetings, make deci-
sions on land transactions, black bear timber damage rule making, three public petitions, and leadership elections; and 
hear briefings on a variety of fish and wildlife topics.  
 
The Big News out of the meeting for local anglers is this: Commissioners approved the acquisition of a 530-acre 
property at Chapman Lake in Spokane County to provide public access to the lake and surrounding area! 
 
Since the Chapman Lake Resort closed in 2011, access to the lake has been walk-in only, and the Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) worked to acquire land on the lake to provide public water access. The Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) currently owns the property and has agreed to transfer it to WDFW using the Trust 
Land Transfer program (TLT) funded by the Washington State Legislature in the 2023-25 biennium. The TLT pro-
cess allows DNR to transfer economically underperforming lands with high ecological values and public recreational 
benefits to a receiving agency. 
 
Planning for this site is funded through a Boating Facilities Program grant from the Washington Recreation and Con-
servation Office. WDFW will continue stocking the lake with kokanee to support the popular fishery there while con-
tinuing to secure and implement funding for development of a new water access site. The property will also support 
hunting, hiking, wildlife watching, and other outdoor recreation.  
 
Short summary: After years of effort, our local hero Randy Osborne leading a team of public and private organiza-
tions has the property and a spot in line for funding!   
 
WDFW recently announced the Washington Steelhead Sea-
son. Fishing is scheduled to be open from Dec. 1 through 
March 31 with some opportunities to fish from a floating de-
vice. The long term decline in coastal steelhead has led 
WDFW to ban fishing from a floating device on many coastal 
rivers. This year, selective gear rules and single point barbless 
hooks will be required on all systems open to fishing.  
 
In the Hoh, fishing from a floating device will be allowed 
Sunday through Tuesday only from the Morgan’s Crossing boat launch downstream to the Washington Department of 
Natural Resources Hoh Oxbow Campground boat launch, and Wednesday through Saturday only from the Hoh Ox-
bow boat launch downstream to the Olympic National Park boundary near the mouth.   
 
This is no rumor:  All anglers are advised that additional emergency Fishing Rule Changes could occur 
throughout the season.   
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FLY OF THE MONTH 
 Mini-Chubby    January 2024          Son Tau 

Son Tau is one of those impressive tyers. Both his tying and his fly photography have led him to be an inspiration to others 
through both print and social media. A First Sergeant in the US Army, he finds fly tying and angling a healing activity for 
himself and fellow veterans. If you’re not familiar with his work, look him up on Instagram or YouTube (@sontaoflies) or in 
print in Fly Tyer, Gray’s Sporting Journal, or other publications. This mini-Chubby looks mighty fishy to me! 

Hook: Ahrex 501 Size 14 
Tag: Semperflash 
Body: Superfine Dubbing and 2mm foam 
Legs: Semperfli rubber legs 
Wings: Semperfli Floating Yarn 

  
Start the thread just behind the eye of the hook. Grab some semperflash, tying 
down on top of the hook. Trim off the flash about 1 hook gape behind the 
hook bend.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tie in the body foam about the point of the hook, snugging it down pretty 
good. Add 1 loop of leg material and pinch them down well. Fold back the 
foam and form a dubbed underbody, sorta snaggly looking but not particular-
ly tapered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flop the foam forward and tie it down as before, incorporating the leg loop. 
Trim the front of the foam just in front of the hook, split the leg loops and 
trim about a hook gape long, whatever looks good.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tie in the floating yarn wing, doubling forward, then trimming caddis style. 
Trim the aft part of the yarn about the length of the body. 
 
 
 
Check out his other tying videos on YouTube: @sontauflies 



Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

FFI  

IEFFC Officers and Board of Directors 

 
Bob Johnson - President  

Guy Gregory - Vice President  
Bryan Harman - Secretary  

Lee Funkhouser - Treasurer  
Board Members are: Bob Schmitt, Phil Beck, and Matt Mason.  

 
Membership Committee Chair: Bob Schmitt 

 
Contact information for all Officers, Directors, and Committee Chairs are in the 2023 Roster or on 
the website. If you’ve inquiries please email us at: flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com 

FLYLEAF CONTRIBUTIONS 

Your input is welcome!  If you have articles to contribute to the Fly Leaf, make sure you 
send them to the newsletter email: flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com before the last Friday of the 
Month! Lee and Guy will get your story, your fly of the month, your member product 
review, whatever, into the next issue...  

Consider joining FFI! It’s easy and you will be joining a number of IEFFC members already involved 
in the organization.  

To Join FFI simply go to the website listed: http://www.flyfishersinternational.org/ , click Membership, 
Click join, then the blue round button. Join the FFI today ! 

Fly Fishers International  
Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing  

 
The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club  
FFI Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner  
The WSCFFI through your support can continue our mission to conserve and restore our resources, and educate fly fishers in 

our sport and grow advocacy for fish and fisheries.  

 

 

 

 
February 13th: Byron Johnson will speak for our annual Valentines’ Day program. 
 
March brings us the Big Horn Show, we’re firming up a great program for March.  
 
April is likely to be our usual WDFW trout status program, and we’re working on fishouts at Amber, there’s 
rumblings of a One-Fly competition.  It’s gonna be a fun Spring. 
 
Have you a speaker you’d like us to track down to come to the club?  Let us know!!! 
Have you an activity you think would be fun for other club members too?  Don’t keep it to yourself, let us 
know and we’ll make it happen! 

Upcoming Club Speakers  


