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Pat Dorsey has 
worked as head 
guide and co-owner 
of the Blue Quill 
Angler, a full-
service fly shop and 
guide service in Ev-
ergreen, Colorado 
since 1992. 
 
 
His unique niche has been teaching people the love of fly 
fishing and improving their abilities by tapping into his ex-
perience and know-how. Whether you're a novice or sea-
soned veteran, a guide trip or clinic with Pat Dorsey elevates 
your fly fishing game.  
 
Pat will share with us his knowledge of western tailwaters… 
especially Colorado, covering an assortment of topics from 
understanding dams and their releases, matching the hatch, 
fly selection, to the nuances of several renowned tailwaters 
in my area. 
 
Seasoned anglers will get information to help push their  
skills and abilities to the next level, while less experienced 
anglers will get a jump start on understanding the proper  
tackle, flies, and the unique behavior of western Tailwater 
fisheries.  
 
Pat is an author of several books, including Tying and Fish-
ing Tailwater Flies, Colorado Guide Flies, Fly Fishing 
Tailwaters, and the Fly Fishing Guide to the South Platte 
River.  He is the Southwest Field Editor for Fly Fisherman 
Magazine. 
 
Pat will be tying flies prior to the meeting, and will be avail-
able for questions after his presentation, and can sign books 
should you have one.  
 
This is a not-to-be-missed program by a very accomplished 
and well spoken angler for all abilities.  See you there! 

Hello Everyone, 
 
My thanks to everyone who contributed to our Bayley Lake 
spawning channel cleanup on Saturday, October 14th.  This 
annual labor of love undertaken by our club is a lot of fun 
and a very important action to preserve great fishing on the 
Little Pend Oreille Wildlife area. I’ll single out Jerry 
McBride for all his efforts again this year, organizing it and 
working hard to have a full crew, and dealing through the 
last minute materials uncertainty. Jerry is tireless, and effec-
tive, and a great example of involvement to all of us in his 
role as our Projects chair.  
 
I also send out a HUGE THANK YOU!! …to all of our 
club members, and guests who have made this year’s meet-
ings feel so welcoming and friendly! I don’t know quite 
how to put it into words, but I think the feel and tone of eve-
ryone associated with our club has been more upbeat and 
positive that what I have experienced in the past.  
 
Perhaps it’s because I have been more involved with the 
inner workings of the club and have been able to see how 
passionate we are for fly fishing, and especially for each 
other! 
 
When we voted to include women in our club this year, I 
didn’t think it would affect our club one way or the other, 
but I now feel it has definitely contributed to that upbeat 
tone, and has had a very positive effect on our club.  
 
I now believe our club will add more members of both men 
and women more easily as a result and I look forward to 
what the future holds for our club. 
 
Enjoy the fall fishing!! 
Doug 
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Toys for Tots is here! 
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Christmas Raffle Chair Gordon Olsen reminds you: Our December Meeting is the Christmas Raffle! 
 
Yes, he spends a great deal of time twisting arms of fly tackle vendors and guides to bring you fantastic equipment. 
This year, he’s got  tying vise, reels, tying tools, tying materials, rain jacket, gloves, flies, fly boxes and other mis-
cellaneous items lined up and ready to go! 
 
But remember: this is our major fundraiser for the year, and a majority of the value comes from items you donate 
to the Christmas Raffle.  So get your flies, or art, or other items ready, and if you can let Gordon know early..  
 
And Gordie can always use volunteer help at the Raffle….so hook up with him at olsongd@msn.com or call him at 
his number in the Roster and get connected.  
. 

Christmas Raffle is just around the corner 

Upcoming Speakers and events 

Phil Beck informs us that we have the following speakers on tap:  
 
 
December 12: Christmas Raffle-get your stuff ready! 
 
January 9: Jack Mitchell, owner of Evening Hatch in Ellensburg on Klickitat River Steelheading 
 
February 13th: Byron Johnson, and our Valentines’ Day program 

Our annual Toys for Tots drive was a great success last year. 
We were able to bring in several toys and we also collected 
$2,000.00, all donated by club members.  
 
This year we hope to match that amount. To donate, simply 
bring a toy or a monetary donation to the November meeting.  
 
If you would like to donate, but are unable to make the meet-
ing, you can send in a check to our post office box. Make the 
check to IEFFC, with Toys for Tots in the comments. Our ad-
dress is IEFFC, P.O. Box 2926, Spokane, WA 99220. 
 
Toys for Tots is in its 76th year and it has enjoyed club support 
in the Spokane area for years. Under the direction of Toys for 
Tots Coordinator Jim Brown, the charity last year gave out 
40,000 toys and helped over 10,000 children have a Merry 
Christmas. 
 
We will again have representatives from Toys for Tots at our November meeting, 



November Fly Tying Get-together and Beverages! 
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Good morning, 
 
I am sending this email to personally thank the Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club.  Your help on the adi-
pose clipping of the rainbow trout destined for Lake Spokane is greatly appreciated.  Without the sup-
port of your club this project would take much longer to accomplish.   
 
We were able to, with your help, adipose clip approximately 55,000 fish in just two days.  This goes a 
long way in helping the hatchery crew stay on schedule for upcoming projects and fish planting.   
 
Despite the weather being wet and cold this year your members showed up and participated without 
complaint.  We truly appreciate this dedication.  We look forward to working with your group in the 
future.  Next year dates are tentatively set for September 24th and 25th.  Donuts and coffee are on us!  
See you then! 
 
In appreciation, 
 
Kevin A Flowers 
FHS 4 
WDFW – Spokane Hatchery 

The weather is starting to get cold. While some of you are able to brave the 
elements and go all winter, and some travel to warmer climates, the rest of us 
probably need to fill a few empty slots in the fly boxes from 
the past season or experiment with the hot new fly for next season.  
 
If that big trip is coming up or on the calendar it never hurts to have an extra 
few dozen flies just in case you lose a few. Or maybe you’ve got the hot fly 
and you can sell some of yours to your buddy that didn’t come prepared at an 
on-the-water price.  Now’s the time to get them going. 
 
Bryan Harman has arranged to hold club fly tying nights at the YaYa Brewing at 11712 E Montgomery Dr 
Spokane Valley. 
 
Tying will be from 6pm to 8pm on Thursday’s through November (November 2nd, 16th, and 30th) 
 
This will be pretty casual fly tying, Yaya has some great beers, so grab a beer tie a fly shoot the breeze 
with friends, so bring your travel kit with stuff to tie a favorite pattern. If you are not a fly tyer, just come by 
and get out of the house, the beer is good and the conversation should be great.  It’s an opportunity to look at 
what other fisherman’s favorite flies are, learn some new techniques, and see if there is something you have 
been missing.  
 
Yaya does not have a kitchen so if you want food bring your own. 
 
We look forward to seeing you!  Swing by,  check it out, have a beer,  maybe dig into that old box of fly tying 
stuff and come up with next hot fly! 

WDFW Appreciates our Fin Clippers! 
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A Day on the River:  One New Members’ Experience 
By 

Jeff Pope 

September 16th was my introduction to one of the many events sponsored by the IEFFC. It was a day of fly fishing 
on the N. Fork of the Coeur de Alene River. As a new member in the club I was excited and ready to learn from the 
guys who attended the event. I never pass up an opportunity to see someone else’s perspective on the sport and share 
ideas and fly patterns with those more experienced than I.  
 
There were about 8 of us who met at the Valley Sportsman’s Warehouse around 8 am. Bob arrived first with a nice 
box of steaming Krispy Cream Donuts! Though I barely knew the guys in the group, I was made to feel very wel-
come. Everyone paired up and piled into trucks and headed for the river. Bob and Phil invited me to ride with them. 
We shared a very interesting conversation on the way through CDA and up to Kingston where we headed right on up 
to the fly water on the upper North Fork. 
  
I was amazed at how many good riffles and holes that were shared with me by these two guys even with the low wa-
ter conditions;. Clearly, they both knew the river in detail. I’ve fished the N Fork by myself before but I had no clue 
some of these spots existed until this day. 
 
It was a dry fly day and though we didn’t catch great numbers of fish they were decent size. I was able to land a 16 “ 
Cutty from under one of the bridges upstream. Interesting how big fish can inhabit the river when its as low as it was. 
In fact, when we all met at Steamboat after the day came to a close it sounded like the bigger fish all came from the 
farthest upstream. In addition to the beautiful scenery we got to see a big bull moose from a safe distance. What a 
wonderful place! 
 
There were several guys at the chili feed at Steamboat including a couple that just came for the social and weren’t 
able to fish. What a great bunch of folks. Good conversation with new friends and lots of great stories. I learned sev-
eral new fly patterns and Phil even gave me a couple of size 19 dry midge patterns that he had tied. I am sure glad I 
found this club. 

The Watch That Took A Licking And Kept Ticking 
By 

Bob Schmitt 

I enjoyed the article by Jerry McBride in the September Fly Leaf about the smart phone he found in the shallows 
up on the St Joe. Because it was in good working order, it got returned to its rightful owner. I have a similar story 
about a pocket watch that my Dad lost on a hunting trip that was found a year later. 
 
My Dad and Mom grew up in Chewelah, Washington, a small town some fifty miles north of Spokane. Dad was an 
avid deer hunter as was his brother and my Mom’s brothers. The group’s favorite hunting area was the Iron Moun-
tain range northeast of Chewelah. Over the years they took a lot of nice bucks from 
that area. On one of their hunting forays, my Dads’ pocket watch turned up missing at the end of the day and was 
presumed gone forever. The next year my uncle Richard was sitting on the same deer stand, looked down and lo 
and behold there was my Dad’s watch. It was immediately recognizable from its leather fob. There was a small 
brass replica of a bus attached to the end of the fob. The watch was from the bus company my Dad worked 35 
years for, a reward for 25 years of safe driving. The deer stand my Dad and Uncle Richard 
were sitting on was a granite rock that was split. The watch apparently fell out of my Dads’ pocket and lodged in a 
horizontal position in the ‘V’ formed by the split, about 18 inches from the ground. Uncle Richard picked up the 
watch, wound it a few times, and miraculously it began to tick. It didn’t keep very good time. However, even 
though the watch had spent a year in the woods, it would still run. The watch was made by the Longines/ Wittnau-
er watch company in Waltham Mass. The face of the watch was faded and turned brown by the sun. 
I wish I could include a picture of the watch. However, my brother fell heir to the watch and it was lost over the 
years. In this era of ‘planned obsolesce’ they just don’t make products like that anymore. 
 
My Dad had another quality product in the form off a thirty year old refrigerator kept in the basement that housed 
his home brew. There’s some history that involves that frig, a couple cases of home brew and the pouring of the 
basement floor in a new house my Dad built. But that’s another story. 



 
We had 11 volunteers show up to work on the Bayley Lake Spawning Channel cleanup and renewal project Sat-
urday October 14, 2023. New member Matt Mason was good enough to bring along his friend James Kanueppel 
who jumped right in to help out. 
 
Our club has done this project just about every fall for many years. The purpose of the spawning channel is to 
allow rainbow trout in Bayley Lake a place to go up and spawn in the spring. If the females can drop their eggs 
they can return to the lake and live another year. This means we have more large fish to fish for in Bayley. 
 
We met at Maverick’s Restaurant in Colville for a great breakfast. After breakfast we proceeded to Bayley Lake. 
Grass along and in the dry channel between Potters Pond and Bayley Lake was cut down by a team of volunteers 
wielding an assortment of weed whackers. Bill Papesh couldn’t be part of the crew this year because he is recov-
ering from hip surgery but he loaned his weed whacker from hell to Phil Beck who lead the charge. Another part 
of the crew followed behind and raked up the weeds and pitched them up out of the channel. A group followed to 
redistribute the spawning gravel and add additional gravel where needed. 
We proceeded to Bayley Lake after we got the work done to do some serious fishing.  Bob Schmitt provided a 
sack lunch for all of the volunteers. He has done this for quite a few years now. Thank you Bob. The fishing was 
pretty slow, but the fish that were caught were big and in prime condition. All-all it was a good day. We had a 
great breakfast and got out to a beautiful place on a nice fall day to do some useful work and go fishing. In addi-
tion, we got to know each other a little bit better. Thanks to all that volunteered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What a Day! 
By  

Jerry McBride 
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The 2023 Bayley Crew: Jake Nelson, James Kanueppel , Steve Boharski, Doug Brossoit, Scott 
Fink, Phil Beck, Bob Schmidt, Floyd Holmes, Matt Mason, Jeff Pope and Jerry McBride 
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More Bayley Pictures 

Why won’t this d&%n thing start??? 

Work first, then fishing…. 

There’s nothing better than fishing after work with friends..   
especially when your work benefits the fishing! 
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Your club is interested in you! 

The majority of the 2023 season is behind us, hard water will be on us soon. 
Yet, many of you spent quality time in pursuit of fish with a fly. You went 
with friends and/or family to places many of us have never been, and maybe 
never could go, chasing species or experiences exciting and perhaps exotic.  

Maybe you caught a lot of fish. Maybe not. Got a Steelhead?  Got a GT, a Do-
rado, or some Bones?  Did you get to the Sound for some Pinks, or my favor-
ite, searun Cutties?  How about a picture or two?   

Well, please help us...write up your travel 
and add a picture, and we’ll publish it in 
the Flyleaf.  Or, if you’d like, we’ll displace the Poacher from the podium at 
an upcoming meeting, and you’ll have our complete attention for 5 or 10 
minutes. If there’s enough of you, we’ll do a whole program!   

Our members, especially our new members, are fascinated by the kinds of 
fishing and the adventures by other members of our wide ranging and active 
club...yeah, that’s you!  Share some of your travels and knowledge, I know 
you’ve got’em.  Whether it’s interior BC, the Clearwater system, somewhere 
on an ocean, an absolutely epic battle with a Carp on the Columbia, or just a 

great trip to Amber with friends, share it with all of us, please!  

Contact flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com, or any club officer with your ideas and we’ll make it happen! 

Oh, and come out and share your tying tips on Thursdays in November….see this issue for details! 

Sometimes Catch and Release is unsatisfying 

-Spokesman-Review 



Steelhead Update  
From  

IDFG and the Fish Passage Center 

Joe DuPont of Idaho Fish and game has put together a report on Steelhead returns to Idaho as of October 25, 2023.  
Read it in it’s entirety at https://idfg.idaho.gov/article/idahos-steelhead-fishery-update-oct-25-2023 

 
His graphic here  shows how many Idaho hatchery steelhead 
(based on PIT tags) have passed over Bonneville Dam this year 
(2023) that are bound for the upper Salmon, Little Salmon, and 
Snake rivers in comparison to the previous 13 years. The good 
news is the return of steelhead to these three combined areas 
(27,601) is the best we have seen since 2016. Just over 18,000 
of these fish will be returning to the upper Salmon River basin, 
5,000 to the Little Salmon River, and about 4,500 to the Snake 
River. Despite the improvement in this return, they are a long 
ways from what we observed prior to 2016.   
 
 
 
 

Hatchery steelhead returning to the Clearwater River basin this year 
have been a pleasant surprise. We were forecasting that about 8,400 
2-ocean steelhead would pass over Bonneville Dam this year, but 
instead, we observed closer to 16,000 of these fish (based on PIT 
tags). When you combine all ages of steelhead that have passed 
over Bonneville Dam this year, they total over 21,000 fish (see fig-
ure below).   

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

And, from the Fish Passage Center (https://www.fpc.org/adults/R_dailyadultcountsgraph_resultsV6.php) you 
can see that this year was better than last at Lower Granite, but below the 10 year average a bit, and that most of 
the fish crossing Lower Granite have done so, and are in the Snake/Clearwater system as of today. 
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FLY OF THE MONTH 
 Hot Spot Pheasant Tail  September 2023          BC Flyguys 

Pheasant tail nymphs are likely some of the first flies ever tied, yet even today tyers innovate with them and fish keep eating’ 
em. The craze in hotspotting nymphs has swept into this pattern as well. And yes, the jury is in, this catches more fish than 
those without hotspots. Purple, orange, yellow...get some color on these, please!  Our friends at BCFlyguys.net produce a lot 
of patterns that work well locally, check this one out at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvFmhUW4BRc 

Hook: Heavyweight wet fly, size 10-16 
Bead: Appropriately sized gold tungsten bead 
Thread: Unithread 8/0, Fluorescent something, this one is orange 
Tail: Pheasant tail fibers 
Rib: Small gold wire 
Body: Pheasant tail fibers 
Thorax: Peacock Ice Dub 
Wingcase: Pheasant tail fibers 
Hotspot: Fluorescent tying thread 

  
Build a thread base using your fluorescent thread from the bead back to just 
above the barb on the hook. Tie in 6-8 pheasant tail fibers, the longer the bet-
ter, in a bunch to form the tail about a hook width in length. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fold the fibers back over the tail and lock it in. Advance the thread about 3/4 
of the way back to the bead, and tie in the wire. Snug the wire down all the 
way back in to the fiber lock, then build a tapered body with the thread for-
ward.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wrap the pheasant tail fibers forward to the thread, tie it in, and then counter 
wrap with the fine gold wire for the body. Don’t trim that pheasant tail, 
you’re gonna use it to form your wingcase! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dub the thorax with icedub.  Leave a small gap between the bead and the 
thorax.  Fold the pheasant tail over the top for the wingcase doing your best 
to wrap the trimmed pheasant tail ends into the bead gap. Wrap and whip 
finish with your thread to form the hotspot, then cement the wraps and the 
wingcase for durability! And if ya gotta have legs, tease that thorax dubbing a 
bit... 
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FFI Happenings 

IEFFC Officers and Board of Directors 

 
Doug Brossoit - President  

Bob Johnson - Vice President  
Guy Gregory - Secretary  

Lee Funkhouser - Treasurer  
Board Members are: Bob Schmitt and Bryan Harman.  

 
Membership Committee Chair: Bob Schmitt 

 
Contact information for all Officers, Directors, and Committee Chairs are in the 2023 Roster or on 
the website. If you’ve inquiries please email us at: flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com 

FLYLEAF CONTRIBUTIONS 

Your input is welcome!  If you have articles to contribute to the Fly Leaf, make sure you 
send them to the newsletter email: flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com before the last Friday of the 
Month! Lee and Guy will get your story, your fly of the month, whatever, into the next 
issue...  

Consider joining FFI! It’s easy and you will be joining a number of IEFFC members already involved 
in the organization.  

To Join FFI simply go to the website listed: http://www.flyfishersinternational.org/ , click Membership, 
Click join, then the blue round button. Join the FFI today ! 

Fly Fishers International  
Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing  

 
The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club  
FFI Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner  
The WSCFFI through your support can continue our mission to conserve and restore our resources, and educate fly fishers in 

our sport and grow advocacy for fish and fisheries.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Abel Reels and Fly Fishers International (FFI) recently unveiled a limited 
edition FFI Abel Rove Reel, a must-have item for anglers who value high 
performance, share a commitment to future of fly fishing, and appreciate 
gear with a creative flair.  
 
Engraved by acclaimed artist Casey Underwood, with a portion of proceeds 
supporting FFI’s mission to provide fly fishing education to youth and 
adult anglers, the original imagery depicts the spirit of mentoring the next 
generation fly fishing enthusiasts. The Limited Edition FFI Abel Rove is 
available November 1st in weights 4 through 12 weights and can be pur-
chased through Abel dealers and abelreels.com.  


