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Hello Gentlemen.  
 
I hope everyone was able to get out and fish a 
bunch this summer. Looking forward to hearing 
about everyone’s adventures at our club meet-
ing this September.  
 
We have a great speaker coming to the meeting 
and a great meal lined up as well.  
 
The presidents retreat at Long lake was high on 
my list this year. My wife and I were loaded for 
trout with a week of supplies and all the fixings 
for the meeting dinner. Unfortunately the trans-
mission in my old excursion gave up on the way 
and we only made it to Deer Park before need-
ing to have my rig and our trailer towed home. 
This was the first year in over 20 that I have not 
spent a week at Long Lake, however I’m still 
trying to get up there before the season ends. 
We have just recently taken our first trip of the 
season to Tepee Creek, now that the ‘tow pig’ is 
finally fixed. 
 
Bitterroot Nets has kept me busy this summer 
as well with shows around the west. Also, I 
have a new product that I have designed and 
added to the website. It is a wall mounted Rod 
and Reel Rack for holding gear and I would be 
honored to hear any input that you all might 
have.  
Tightlines,Denny  

Lee Davison is our speaker for September.  We are 

very pleased to have him as his presentation, Steel-

head Fishing the Clearwater and Snake Rivers, is 

very appropriate for a fall presentation.  

  
Lee is the designer and owner of Ballistic Flylines, 

founder of Snake River Outfitters, LLC, an interna-

tional spey casting competitor (Spey-O-Rama Senior 

Champion 2015, 2017), and an FFI Certified Master 

Casting Instructor and FFI Certified Master Two-Hand 

Casting Instructor.  

 

Lee travels throughout North America giving profes-

sional fly fishing presentations and casting instruction. 

His knowledgeable writing, teaching and speaking 

abilities make him a popular addition to high profile 

fishing and casting events worldwide. 

 

This is certainly a presentation you don’t want to miss.  

A special thanks to Len Zickler, from the Spokane Fly 

Fishers, who are sharing their September speaker with 

us.   

 
Lee will also be tying some steelhead flies during the 

wet fly hour.  You will want to be there for that. 
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CARL F. GRIFFIN 

12/8/1944-5/25/2022 

IEFFC member Carl F. Griffin passed away on May 

25, 2022.  

 

Carl was born December 8, 1944.  He was a native of 

Pennsylvania,and attended school in Philadelphia, 

graduating from Penn State University with Bache-

lor's and MBA degrees. He quickly found his busi-

ness acumen and extroverted personality were well-

suited with IBM, as he moved into the national mar-

keting division. He excelled as a premier salesman, 

setting records and receiving company-wide recogni-

tion in a career that took him to Cleveland, San Fran-

cisco and Denver.  

 

Colorado became the perfect environment for expanding Carl's passion in the out-

doors, as he became an avid fly fisherman throughout the West.  He enjoyed salmon 

fishing in Alaska and fishing for bonefish in the Caribbean. With equal zeal, he 

hunted birds and geese, his chocolate labs by his side.  

 

Life became complete when he met the love of his life, Dr. Christine Johnson in 

1986, and remained married thereafter. Together they traveled the globe with adven-

tures spanning Africa, New Zealand, Australia, Central & South America. Retiring 

from IBM in 2005, Carl joined Denver Solutions Group. Then in 2010, opportunity 

knocked this time for Christine, whom he loyally supported in her education career 

which took her to Spokane.   

 

Using his abundant energy to make a difference in his new community, Carl gave 

countless hours to Inland Northwest Land Conservancy and served as chairman of 

the board of Daybreak Youth Services. The staff credits him for changing lives of 

thousands of young people.  

 

Carl was preceded in death by mother, Irene Griffin and brother Captain Paul Griffin. 

He was a beloved husband, brother, uncle and great uncle. He is survived by sister 

Penny Wells and her children Doug & his children (Carrie, LeAnne & Nolan) & Sue, 

and her children (Travis, Danielle, Mikey); and Paul's children Matt (and his chil-

dren, Roan, Renee & Rosalie; and Michelle's children (Michael & Stephanie).   
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HARVEY BIEGERT 

5/15/1934-5/7/2022 

Harvey Biegert, a former member of the IEFFC, passed 

away May 7, 2022.  

 

Harvey was born in Orofino, ID on May 15, 1934. His 

family moved to Lewiston, Idaho a few years later. Harvey 

graduated from Lewiston High School in 1952. He then 

attended Idaho State College for two years before joining 

the United States Air Force in the fall of 1954. He com-

pleted his training as an Aviation Cadet in March of 1956 

and was awarded his Pilot Wings and Second Lieutenant 

Bars. 

 

While in the Air Force he met and married Myrna Berry, an Air Force nurse. They 

were married November of 1961 while stationed at Minot AFB, North Dakota. Dur-

ing the course of their marriage, they had three children, Kelly Carleen, Harvey 

Lowell, and Gregory Kent. Harvey's main duty was that of a pilot, and over the 

twenty years in the Air Force he had various assignments overseas and in several 

states. His last assignment was to Fairchild Air Force Base in 1969 as an Aircraft 

Commander in the KC-135 tanker aircraft. He retired from the Air Force in 1974 and 

elected to make Spokane home for himself and his family.  

 

Upon his retirement, he returned to school and earned both Bachelor's and Master's 

Degrees from Eastern Washington University. He finished his schooling in August of 

1978 and went to work for the Washington State Auditor's Office that same month. 

He worked for the State Auditor's Office for just a few months shy of 18 years. His 

last position was that of Audit Manager for the South Eastern portion of Washington 

State. Harvey retired from the State Auditor's Office in June of 1996.  

 

After retirement, he had time to enjoy his family, grandchildren, gardening, and fish-

ing. He was a member of the IEFFC for a number of years. 

 

He lost his beloved wife, Myrna, in March of 2004, after an extended illness. 

 

Harvey is survived by his daughter Kelly C. Baldwin (husband Dale) of Missoula, 

MT, his sons Harvey L. Biegert and Gregory K. Biegert of Spokane, three grandchil-

dren, and a great-grandchild.  
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KID’S FISHING 

By Floyd Holmes 

Kid’s fishing this past May was a great time for the 

youngsters.  We had a small gathering on Friday, May 

6th, as the weather did not look as if it would be co-

operating.  It turned out better than expected and the 

kid’s from the Ronald McDonald House caught some 

very big fish.  Special thanks to Jerry Harms, Bob 

Schmitt, Jake Nelson, and Bryan Harman, who 

were there to assist me in making sure the kid’s had a 

good time. 

 

On Saturday Bryan Harman, Stephen Aspinwall, and Jim Athearn helped me to as-

sist the 700 kid’s who attended the open session.  Again a special thanks to those club 

members.  The fishing was very good and lots of big fish were caught. 

 

This is a special time for these kids and everyone had fun.  It is the first Saturday of May 

every year, so make sure you put it on next years calendar so we are well represented 

with volunteers.  The Friday prior to the open session is handled predominately by our 

club, so put that on your calendar also.  The kids appreciate it.  

GENERAL MEETINGS 

Speakers, RSVP, etc. 

We are looking forward to a great fall and hoping to see as many of you as possible at 

the meetings.  We are getting better attendance every meeting and hope that contin-

ues.  We will be scheduling all of our speakers to be  in attendance at our meetings.   

The meals have been excellent at the Ramada and the staff has worked to make the 

experience well worthwhile. 

 

We want to give them the most accurate attendance figure we can, so we will con-

tinue to ask for RSVP responses.  We know things happen, and we don’t want the 

RSVP to keep you from the meeting.  Also, in that case where you are freed up at the 

last minute, but haven’t rsvp’d, drop us a line and come to the meeting.  WE WANT 

TO SEE YOU. 

 

The RSVP requests will be sent out the week before the meeting.  Just respond and 

let us know you will be there…(try not to “reply all”). 

See you at the meeting!! 
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OFFICERS 

Denny Carson—President Lee Funkhouser—Vice President Jerry Harms—Secretary 

Bob Johnson—Treasurer Doug Brossoit—Board Member Jim Athearn—Board Member 

Bob Schmitt—Board Member                 

Bob Schmitt—Membership Chairman 

Contact information for all Officers, Directors, and Committee Chairs are in the 2022 Roster. If 

you have inquiries send  an email to mail.ieffc@gmail.com 

BAYLEY LAKE SPAWNING CHANNEL 

By Jerry McBride 

FIN CLIPPING 

By Jerry McBride 

We are still looking for s few more volunteers for the Fall fin clipping.  The details are below.  Make 

sure you get hold of Jerry as soon as possible.  Your help is appreciated. 

 

Subject:  Fin Clipping at WDFW Hatchery September 27 and 28, 2022 

 

Address:  WDFW Hatchery at 2927 W. Waikiki Rd. 

 

Mark your calendars!  As we have for many years, we are fin clipping at the hatchery again this year.  

We have committed to have six volunteers from IEFFC clipping fins each day.  WDFW will be pro-

viding lunch. 

 

If you would like to volunteer contact me @ 509-590-6372 (phone or text) or  

jerry.r.mcbride@gmail.   Specify which day you would like to fin clip. 

Bayley Lake Spawning Channel Cleanup Saturday, October 15, 2022 

 

We will be cleaning up the spawning channel between Potters Pond and Bayley Lake again this year to provide spawn-

ing habitat for the resident rainbow trout next spring.  It is a fun project that typically takes about two hours and then 

we go fishing in Bayley Lake for the rest of the day. 

 

Eight volunteers are needed, four with boats.  If you haven’t ever fished Bayley this is an opportunity to fish with 

someone who knows the lake.  Bayley Lake can fish well in the fall. 

 

We will meet in Chewelah at 8 am for breakfast furnished by the IEFFC and then we will proceed to the lake. 

 

Mark your calendar and let me know if you can make it. 

mailto:jerry.r.mcbride@gmail
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MEDICAL LAKE SIGN 

By Jerry McBride 

They say that it takes a village to raise a child.  Well, it doesn’t take a village to put some new signs up, but it 

did take the efforts of two governmental organizations, two fly clubs and quite a few people. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need / Concept 

 

During a Zoom program presentation to our club Jolynn Beauchene, Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife Enforcement Officer mentioned the need for a sign at the Medical Lake City Park that spelled out 

fishing rules for Medical Lake.  The sign would be placed at the park on the southwest end of the lake.  She 

had come up with a sign concept that was more pictorial and thought it would be more effective. 

 

City of Medical Lake 

 

Scott Duncan, Facilities Manager for the City of Medical Lake was a strong supporter of placing the sign in 

the park and coordinated the schedule and determined the location of the sign. 

 

Budget for Sign 

 

Spokane Fly Fishers partnered with the IEFFC and contributed half of the cost of the sign.  

 

Creation of Sign 

 

Jolynn emailed the graphics for the sign to me and I forwarded them along with some verbiage to IEFFC 

member Lee Funkhouser who put the graphics and verbiage together for a 48” wide by 42” high sign in digi-

tal form. I then forwarded this to National Barricade & Sign Co. that produced the sign. 

 



MEDICAL LAKE SIGN 

(continued) 
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Frame for Sign and Assembly of Sign 

 

After the steel was acquired for the frame, IEFFC club member Bob Johnson took the lower cross member 

piece into the machine shop of his former employer and notched out the ends so the cross member would fit 

into the frame.  I took the frame pieces to the home shop of IEFFC club member Floyd Holmes who welded 

and painted the frame.  Floyd and I then pop riveted the sign into the frame. 

 

 

Installation of the Sign 

 

On July 12, 2022 a team consisting of two members from the Spokane Fly Fishers (Ken Moore and Chet 

Allison) and two from the IEFFC ( Phil Beck and Jerry McBride) installed the sign. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postscript 

 

Due to the generous donation by the Spokane Fly Fishers there was enough money left in the Projects budget 

to “resheet” the other two signs at Medical Lake with the new version of the sign.  The signs were pulled out 

of the frames and taken to National Barricade to be resheeted.  To resheet a sign, a new sign is printed on 

plastic film and applied over the old sign.  This allows the reuse of the aluminum backing plate saving about 

$100 per sign.  Phil Beck and Jerry McBride repainted the sign frames and installed the new resheeted signs 

August 1. 

 

Summary 

 

At the end of the day there is a totally new sign at the Medical Lake city park plus updated signs with the 

current pictorial style at the boat launch and at the north end of the lake.  Hopefully the new signs will im-

prove compliance with the Select Gear fishing rules.  The signs are there because of the efforts of two gov-

ernmental organizations, two fly clubs and a whole lot of people. 
 

 

L to r, Ken Moore, Chet Allison, Phil Beck and Jerry McBride 



ELK RIVER ON A WHIM 

By Lee Funkhouser 
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Sometimes the best adventures just sort of happen.  That was the case last month when Bob Johnson gath-

ered up Phil Beck and me to go to the Elk River.  I had never been there, so it was easy to talk me into it. 

 

The plan was simple.  Meet at my house, load Bob’s truck and take off.  Bob had arranged a place to stay in 

Cranbrook, but the rest of it was on the fly.  

 

We headed out early on August 8th.  We crossed the border at Kingsgate 

with no issues and immediately were looking at fishy looking water on 

the Moyie River.  We tried to gain access and finally did on a road that 

was almost impassable.  The fishing was hot, but not very heavy.  The 

fish averaged around 4 inches.  Just not enough water to provide holding 

for a big fish, so we moved on. 

 

 

 

 

We arrived in Cranbrook and checked into our motel.  We soon found ourselves at the St Mary’s Fly shop, 

home of Kelly Laitch.  After some direction, we proceeded to the St Mary River and tried our luck there.  

We only fished a short time, but were successful in landing a few fish and happy that they were much larger 

than the Moyie River fish.  

 

We headed up to Fernie early on the 9th and arrived just in 

time to secure a shuttle.  In no time at all we were at the launch 

and ready to float.  We were still at the launch when the first 

fish was landed and that gave us confidence that we were go-

ing to have a great day of fishing. 

 

It is sometimes hard to jump into a new fishery and have suc-

cess, but the Elk River is not just any river.  We caught a num-

ber of fish and even hooked into a few of good size.  There 

was an abundance of boats, but everyone was courteous and 

we were able to find numerous areas to stop and wade.   

 

 

 

 

We finished up late and, although we had planned to head back the next morning, we quickly decided to 

float another day.   

 

For the 10th we decided to float a different section.  The fishing early was slow, but we think the Depart-

ment of Fisheries boat that was in front of us doing a study had a lot to do with that.  My advice is that if 

you see a crew that is using electroshock to do fish counts, don’t follow them down the river.  Once we put 

them behind us, the fishing improved.  Again we caught a number of fish, but did not get any really big fish 

on the second drift.  We did note, however, that the fish were strong and gave us some good fights. 

 

From the takeout, we gathered our gear and headed home, noting that the true test of a good trip is whether 

you want to repeat the experience.  It was a solid yes from each of us. 

Moyie River 

Elk River 
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FLY OF THE MONTH 
 

Holy Grail              September 2022        Tim Cammisa 

This fly is an effective pattern to use as a dropper or simply as a nymphing pattern.  It resembles a cad-

dis nymph and is both easy to tie and easy to fish.  Tim has used some readily available materials, but 

you can certainly substitute similar materials that you may already have.  The fly can be tied in sizes 

from 12 to 20 depending on the bugs you will see.  Tim has a very good youtube video on tying this fly 

at the following location. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CwGrH8TOxA8 

Hook: Allen Fly Fishing N204BL: Size 12-20 

Thread:  UNI Olive 8/0. 

Bead:  Gold Tungsten: 2mm. 

Body:  SLF Spikey Dubbing-Olive. 

Ribbing:  UNI-Mylar #14 (1/32nd”): Holographic Chartreuse. 

Wingcase:  Pheasant Tail Fibers. 

Legs:   Hungarian Partridge Hackle. 

 

  

 

Step One:  Slide on the bead and then secure in the vise.  Start the thread and wrap well around 

the bend.  Then secure the mylar ribbing at the end. 

 

 

 

 

Step Two:  Start the dubbing and gradually increase the thickness as you wrap towards the eye 

of the hook.  Stop approximately a bead width from the bead.  Now wrap the mylar ribbing to 

give the body a slimmer profile and some flash.   

 

 

 

 

Step Three:  Tie in the pheasant tail to be used as the wingcase.  Add some additional dubbing 

approaching the bead.   

 

 

 

 

Step Four:  Tie in the partridge for the legs and do one and a half to two wraps for the legs.  Use 

a half hitch to tie it off and trim. 

 

 

 

 

 

Step Five:  Pull the pheasant tail fibers back over the bead towards the eye of the hook.  Leave 

room to produce the head and tie the fibers off.  Give the head a few wraps and whip finish. 



Submissions for publication in The Fly Leaf can be made by contacting the IEFFC at  

flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com.    Articles should be submitted by the last Friday of the month 

for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  

JOINING FFI 

There is no better time to consider joining FFI than now.  It’s easy and you will be joining a 

number of IEFFC members already involved in the organization.   

 

To Join FFI simply go to the website listed:  
 http://www.flyfishersinternational.org/ 

Click Membership, Click join, then the blue round button. 

Join the FFI today 

Fly Fishers International 

Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing 

 

The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club 

FFI Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner 

The WSCFFI through your support can continue our mission to conserve and re-

store our resources, and educate fly fishers in our sport and grow advocacy for fish 

and fisheries. 

WILLIAMS LAKE REHAB 

Daily limits temporarily removed from Williams Lake prior to closure 

dates for lake treatment 

Action: Temporarily removes daily limits and size restrictions for all game fish, sets fishing 
closure for lake treatment. 

Location: Williams Lake (Spokane Co.) 

Species affected: Trout and other game fish. 

Effective dates and rules: 

 Immediately, through Oct. 9, 2022: No daily limits or size restrictions for gamefish. 
 Oct. 10, 2022, through Apr. 21, 2023: Closed to all fishing. 

Reason for action: This lake is scheduled to be treated with the piscicide rotenone for fish 
management purposes. 

Additional information: Unless otherwise amended, all permanent rules remain in effect. 

Information contact: Bill Baker, Region 1, District Fish Biologist, 509-563-5499. 


