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Tuesday, April 12, 2022
Wet Fly Hour 5:30pm
Dinner 6:30pm

Ramada Inn Airport
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Denny Carson
Hello spring !! The days are longer, the snow is gone
in the valleys and as I sit here writing this months
message its 58 degrees outside.
Excited to start planning our summer trips and
dewinterizing the gear for a new season. I hope you
all have some incredible trips planned for the coming
season as well.
The March meeting was well attended and we had a
great couple of speakers in the building. Tyler and
his associate from the North 40 fly shop came out to
share some tips, tricks and locations they have garnered from years of guiding on the St Joe. It was
really enjoyable to have our speakers in house after
months of zoom meetings. Thank you Lee Funkhouser for your efforts in getting our speakers to join
us in person.
The Big Horn Show went great this year. The booth
looked awesome and displayed many of the clubs
awards and accomplishments over the years. Many
members worked a shift tying flies for the raffle and
general booth entertainment. Bob Johnson and crew
orchestrated a raffle for the flies and some boxes to
generate some membership leads. They were successful in obtaining a number of prospects for the
membership committee to pursue. Special thanks to
Jim Athearn and all who participated in this important club effort.
Kids Fishing is on!! Mark your calendars! May 7th
this year, please see Floyd Holmes for more info.

Editors: Lee Funkhouser and Guy Gregory

April Presentation
Hydrology and Fish and Game
Our April program is our annual water and fishing forecast
presentation. This will be a live presentation and we are
lucky to have representatives from both Idaho and Washington Fish and Game Departments, as well as our own Guy
Gregory. Andy Dux will be coming to address North Idaho
fishing, while we are hoping that either Randy Osborne or
Bill Baker will tell us what’s happening in Northeast Washington. Guy will give us an update and forecast on the water situation.
Mark Pinch will tie a couple of crayfish patterns during the
wet fly hour.
This should be a very informative meeting.
Andy Dux is the Regional Fishery Manager for Idaho Fish
and Game in the Panhandle Region. In this position, he
oversees the fisheries program in the region. Andy has
worked for IDFG since 2008 and has been in his current
role since 2015. He was born and raised in Idaho, received
his undergraduate degree in fisheries resources from the
University of Idaho, and his Master’s in fisheries management from Montana State University. Andy is also an avid
angler.
Guy J. Gregory is a hydrogeologist in the Inland Northwest.
After an initial career in mineral exploration he worked in
senior technical leadership roles for the Washington Dept.
of Ecology in Toxics Cleanup and Water Supply programs.
Following retirement in 2018, he now provides consulting
services to clients in water supply issues as Gregory Geologic LLC. He is a longtime member and board member of
several Spokane area chapters of fly fishing and conservation clubs.

ROSTER 2022
Your 2022 roster is in publication and should be in
your mailbox very soon. The process is always tedious and a thank you goes out to all of you for getting changes to us.
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PAUL WILLIAM “BILL” BUTLER
April 3, 1923 -March 3, 2022
Paul William Butler, known as Bill to his friends, passed away on
March 3, 2022, at the Spokane Veterans Home, Spokane, Washington. Bill was born on April 3, 1923, to Paul and Jessie Butler of Wellsboro, PA. The first of four children, Bill started his career as a tool and
die maker for the Corning corporation, but like most of his generation
was called to serve his country in World War II.
At the age of 19, Bill found himself piloting a B-24 Liberator as part of
the 740th Bomb Squadron, 455th Bomb Group under the command of
Col. Kenneth A. Cool. The 455th flew 252 combat missions over
France, Italy, Germany, Poland, Hungary, Austria, and the Balkans.
Bill was shot down five times, but returned to his Squadron every time
and completed 50 bombing missions. Bill lost many friends during the
war and even late in his life had a hard time speaking of it. He would
speak of his good experiences during that time, including running a
garrison in the Italian town Oppido Lucano, and the wonderful people he met there. He also served
directly under 5-star General Henry (Hap) Arnold.
He spoke six languages, and upon going to Germany, became the first non-German to go to Jaeger
school and become a Jaeger (a German hunter/game warden). He was an expert marksman and
was on the Air Force Weapons Exposition Team, the Air Force Skeet Team, and Trap Team. He was
also on his base's bowling team that won the Air Force Championship.
After his tour, Bill met the love of his life Dorothy (Dottie) Shapiro who was in the Women's Army Air
Corp at a USO Dance. Married in 1945 Bill and Dottie had three children and moved between several
Air Force bases from Germany to Alaska before settling at Geiger Air Force Base and making their
forever home on 3rd street in Cheney, WA. After retiring from the Air Force, Bill and Dottie opened
Bill Butler's Boat House on North Silver Lake in 1965. As an avid outdoorsman and conservationist
Bill was active in several local groups including the Inland Northwest Wildlife Council and the Inland
Empire Fly Fishing club, he also taught a course on Fly Tying at Spokane Falls Community College.
Bill was one of a select few licensed by the state to trap quail for transplant and received an award for
his years of work.
He had an incredible talent for training bird dogs and all those who had hunted behind them will tell
you they were the best they had ever seen.
Bill will be remembered for his love of people and wildlife, his kindness to strangers, his service to his
community, and for doing his part to make the world better than he found it for future generations.
Bill is survived by his daughter Dee (Paul) Schrader; son David Butler; sister Carolynn Melko; grandchildren Carl Thompson and Valari (Eric) Hartvigson; two great-grandchildren Ava and Ty. He was
preceded in death by his wife of 71 years Dorothy Butler, daughter Gail Butler, daughter-in-law Diane
Butler, brother Roger Butler and sister Yvonne Butler.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations go to Bill's favorite charity The Shriners Children's
Hospital of Spokane by calling 509-744-1242 or by mail at Shriners Hospitals for Children - Spokane
911 West 5th Ave., Spokane, WA 99204.
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KID’S FISHING
By Floyd Holmes
Kid’s Fishing is on. The Ronald McDonald House group will be fishing on Friday, May 6th. If you would like to ride on
the bus with the families show up at the Ronald McDonald House at no later than 1:30PM. The house is located at 1028 W.
5th Ave, Spokane, WA 99204. You can also meet everyone out at Clear Lake at the Air Force Recreation Center. Address
for the center is 14824 S. Clear Lake Rd., Cheney, WA 99004. If you are able to help on the 6th, contact Floyd Holmes.
Sign up sheets will also be available at April’s meeting.
The regular Kid’s Fishing will be held on Saturday, May 7th. Volunteers should show up around 7;30AM. If you arrive a
little early there will be breakfast available. Randy will gather the volunteers around 7:30 to go over the details surrounding
the days activities. This is a great event and the need for volunteers is great. There will be sign up sheets at the next meeting, so sign up and come out to help.

OMAK LAKE ALCOHOL REGULATION
By Lee Funkhouser
It has come to our attention that a great many of our members are unaware of the alcohol restrictions at
Omak Lake. The sign pictured here is at the top of the hill on the road going to cow-pie beach. Tribal
enforcement officers are allowed to search your vehicle if they suspect you of having alcohol and you
will be ticketed. Alcohol is not allowed in your boat or in your vehicle.
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FLY TYING MATERIAL CONTROVERSY
By Lee Funkhouser
Although very effective in creating fly bodies and tails, the
use of cat hair has recently come under fire. The material is
buoyant so it is often used in the making of dry flies and the
stiffer hairs can also be used to make a wing for caddis flies.
Black is often utilized in leech patterns while the most recent
fly to be tied with cat hair is the “Calico Caddis”. Subsurface
flies utilize weighted beads made with materials such as tungsten to counteract the natural cat hair buoyancy.
The controversy that has arisen is that fly fishermen are being too aggressive in obtaining the cat hair. The most common source has been feral cats, and many are showing
up clean shaven, as shown in the accompanying photograph. In winter this can be life
threatening due to the extreme cold, while excessively sunburned cats are showing up
in the mid-summer months.
While the flies are very successful, one of the major problems with the fly is the fish
seem to choke them up rather than spit them out like traditional flies. When they do
this, you will hear the fish make a hacking sound, much like the sound a cat makes
when coughing up a hairball. That is one of the reasons the new cat hair blob fly is simply referred to as the “Hairball Blob”.
If you are still with me, please note the date of this publication and have a happy April
Fools Day.

OFFICERS
Denny Carson—President Lee Funkhouser—Vice President Jerry Harms—Secretary
Bob Johnson—Treasurer

Doug Brossoit—Board Member

Jim Athearn—Board Member

Bob Schmitt—Board Member
Bob Schmitt—Membership Chairman
Contact information for all Officers, Directors, and Committee Chairs are in the 2022 Roster. If
you have inquiries send an email to mail.ieffc@gmail.com
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BIG HORN SHOW
By Jim Athearn
What a great group of volunteers we had at the sports
show!
Volunteers are what makes our club strong and viable
and we all owe a big thanks to Bob Johnson, Bruce
Morgan, Denny Carson, Skip Cavanaugh, Stephen
Aspinwall, Dick Avery, Bob Burton, Dan Lobb, Keith
Kuester, Guy Gregory, Bill Papesh, Jake Nelson, Chet
Allison, Jon Bowne, and Bob Schmitt for being hosts,
sharing their knowledge and expertise about our
great sport of fly fishing and about all the wonderful conservation and education activities our club has and continues to provide in the region. I think everyone they
talked to left very impressed with our club and our members.
Jerry Harms, Lee Funkhouser, Jerry McBride, Gordon Olson, Bryan Harman, Phil
Beck, and Leonard Gross were our demonstration fly tyers and their tying skills impressed everyone who passed by. They tied some amazing flies that will be in the
Christmas raffle next December.
Bob Johnson put together 3 boxes of flies donated by Bryan Harman, Jerry McBride,
Phil Beck, Chet Allison and Jim Athearn for a raffle. Denny Carson donated one of his
beautiful fly boxes for this and it caught everyone’s eye. The raffle made about $140
for the club.
Since we were trying to minimize exposure of our members during these crazy pandemic uncertainties, Leon Buckles came up with the idea for our booth design featuring our club and highlighting all of our past and present conservation and education
activities. He and Lee provided the photos we used. Extra thanks to Leon and Phil for
helping with booth setup and to Bob S, Stephen, Phil and John for helping tear everything down. What took about 3 ½ hours to assemble was down and in Phil’s truck in
under 45 minutes. Again, thank you all very much for making this another successful
show.
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CRAWFISH - PART THREE
By Mark Pinch
Designing Crawfish Fly Patterns
Hello mighty crew. Thanks to all of you who have given me feedback, ideas and fly patterns. It's been fun already. Let's
please put off talking about fishing methods until the next, fourth, article. Many of you will want to start tying flies now
for the fast approaching season. So let’s talk flies. Let's start this discussion by reviewing the takeaways from previous
articles that relate to designing new fly patterns:
1) The first fatal flaw of most Craw patterns is that they are too heavy. They disappear faster than Bob Gersh on a bike.
We need to be above the rocks not in them.
2) No Dolly Parton patterns. Conventional flies are too big, too bright. And way too complicated.
3) Available crawfish are hard shelled. Therefore, we may do best concentrating on smaller patterns that are proportionately bite sized to the size of the trout that we are fishing for.
4) By far, the most plentiful crawfish are the juveniles. They hatch out in the spring and grow throughout the season. We might start out with flies as small as 14 in the spring graduating to perhaps size 6 in the fall.
5) Crawfish don't color up much until they are larger. Therefore our patterns should basically be the same color as the
bottom of the lake.
6) Most small Crawfish are going to flee when they detect a predator. Therefore, Fleeing Crawfish are much more available to Trout. The exception will be the precocious males who will be moving slowly along the rocks, claws up with a
little bit of color at the end of their pincers.
7) When Crawfish flee, they turn into little missiles right above the rocks. All body parts fold in tight like your kids
best Transformer toys. They are streamlined, compact. So our patterns need to be sleek and simple.
From all the material that we have learned from, it would appear then, the most important pattern might be the fleeing
Crawfish. In designing new patterns, please consider two bodies of thought to keep our patterns simple:
First, research: The Pure Fishing Company of Spirit Lake, Iowa, manages one of the largest live fish behavioral test facilities in the world. They statistically measure fish reaction to lures and key foods. They sell their information to lure
manufacturers like Berkley. They are actively seeking information on fish behavior associated with Crawfish. For 60
days, 450 largemouth bass, plucked from the same environment, were tested using a robotic arm and a strike counter.
Each group of bass was presented with a very realistic looking crawfish lure at the same speed and angle of attack. The
bass tested had never seen the lure that was presented (it was a prototype). The test then continued, with one pincer removed, then a second pincer removed, and finally, the legs. The soft bait that had no appendages (no legs or pincers, just
a body and tail) had the greatest number of strikes. Isn't that interesting.
Second, practicality. While we will be designing various patterns, our first fleeing Crawfish patterns might be designed
to be buoyant to keep out of the rocks. Again, streamlined and simple. We will still lose some in the rocks but nary a tear
shall be shed if you can tie a dozen flies in an hour.
Some of our new patterns will rely on that positive buoyancy. To achieve our goal of positive buoyancy, you can play
with the relationship between the amount of the foam and the weight of the hook. Before you completely finish a pattern,
you might tie just the foam on the hook. Then when your wife is not looking, use one of her bowls filled with water to see
how it floats. If it doesn’t, we need a lighter hook or more foam. If it floats too much, try the opposite.
It might be best to not worry about catching the tip of the hook in the rocks. If you lose a fly, the whole thing will be
stuck in the rocks. The foam is designed to be on top of the hook so as not to crowd the gap of the hook.
This won't come as a surprise to most of you, but I have no idea what I’m talking about. I have never caught a fish on
these patterns. They are prototypes. Again, the hope here is that you guys, understanding the guidelines above, will play
with this stuff, adding your own ideas. Then let’s find a way to compare our experiences.
The floating patterns, #1 and #4, are designed to be fished with a full sink line and a short leader.
The two jiggy patterns, #2 and #3, under a strike indicator.
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CRAWFISH - PART THREE (continued)
By Mark Pinch
What do you think of the following four patterns?
Pattern #1: Fleeing Floater Craw
Hooks: Any good wet fly hook from size 6 to 12; Like the Mustad 9671
Thread: The heavier the better. You might pick up some brown or dark olive from the fabric store in their poly blends or
whatever.
Super Glue: Original.
Legs: None
Pincers: None
Trailing antenna: Wapsi round rubber legs, medium mud brown. There are many others.
Tail: Brown marabou cropped short
Body: Brown foam rubber. For hook sizes six and eight, 2.5 mm thickness from the craft store. Sizes 10
to 14, 2.0 mm from the fly shop.
Overcoat: Two coats of clear Sally’s hard as nails; or one coat of Revlon 210 French Roast fingernail
polish. Hide it from your girlfriend or you'll never see it again.
Wrap the hook with a generous layer of thread. Tie in the Marabou and then the rubber legs about the
same length as the hook. Stay on top of the hook not down the bend to keep the trailing effects moving
straight backwards and not downwards. Then leave your thread hanging as far back on the level portion
of the hook as possible.
Cut a quarter inch wide foam strip about the same length as the hook. Set the foam on top of a pair of
scissors and Punch a hole 1/4" from the end with your thickest needle. Push the eye of the hook through
the hole. This will leave the Craw tail under the hook with the body on top.
Next apply a thin coat of glue to the entire top of the hook. Push the foam down on top of the hook with
your finger while slowly counting to 10.
Using three firm wraps tie on the tip of the form allowing a little material to show. Next leave 1/3 of the
material for the thorax, tying it down with two wraps. Be careful to keep the form on top of the hook.
Now for your Segmented tail, use slightly increased pressure as you wrap towards the eye of the hook.
This will give you a slight tapered, segmented look. With a drop of superglue and a few whip finishes,
finish your fly right on top of the last segment. Last, do your Maaco paint job on the foam which will
strengthen the thread wraps. And it looks cool.
For the smallest sizes, you might skip the rubber legs and just use the Mirabeau. With the larger patterns,
if you’re in the zone and not catching fish, you might try cutting the legs off.
Sure, this is a different tying experience. However, if you cut your foam and rubber legs ahead of time, a
dozen of this pattern comes together quickly.

Pattern #2: Fleeing Jiggy Craw
This pattern is much simpler to tie. It is important to use a Jiggy hook format; premade with the small,
lead ball head. It will bump along the rocks much better than a balanced fly format. And it is much faster
to tie.
Paint: The first thing is to paint your balls, boys. Just drop by your favorite cosmetic store and pick up
some wonderful nail polish in shades of brown to dark olive. $3 to $5 a bottle is plenty. It is easy to paint
six jiggy hooks heads first. Hang them on a stringer to drive for five minutes. You can also overcoat them
with clear Sally’s when you’re done tying which will help keep them resilient. Later, from bumping along
the rocks, you can always touch them up at home and keep fishing the same used fly.
Hooks: For patterns size 10 and above using a premade Lead jig head is fast, simple and effective. It’s
best to make sure you’re getting the 2X wire hooks. You can order these in sizes 10 to 4.
Both killerjigs.com and nimrodtackle.com sell steelhead quality hooks. For fly tying, the most frequently
used is the 1/64 ounce ball.. At the same time, you might want to order some of the 1/32 ounce as well. Both of these
excellent tools have a place and time. For the smaller size files like 12, you can change formats to a standard jig hook
with a bead. It will work OK for shallow water but it does not work nearly as well as the Jiggy format in water over 6
feet deep.

CRAWFISH - PART THREE (continued)
By Mark Pinch
Trailing Affects: Moving your thread to the back of the hook, make extra wraps for a base and put a
drop of superglue on it. Tie in the marabou. Trim short by tearing. Then the thin rubber legs. Trim both
1/3 of the way up the hook to create a thicker thorax base. You can choose colors to match either a brown
or a dark olive.
Body: There’s a lot of choices here. You know the look we’re trying to get. I’m experimenting with different chenille’s. If you’re using a thick one, trim to a thin taper toward the eye of the hook. It would be
nice to find a quick material to just wrap that would give us a shiny, segmented finish.
Pattern #3: Feisty Jiggy Craw
This is a pattern to emulate the precocious males trying to get into the mating game. It is tied with foam
pincers which are designed to lift up the back of the hook.
You can tie this pattern by following the directions to the pattern above, the Fleeing Jiggy Craw. You can
start tying your trailing affects around the bend of the hook a little bit since the little Craw isn't fleeing.
Once you have tied in the marabou, the chenille and maybe some rubber antenna, put a drop of glue on the
underside of the back of the hook. Give it a minute to set.
Prepare your foam pincers by cutting out a small rectangle then putting a slice down the middle but not all
the way. Tie the foam on top of the bend of the hook, then push the pincers down on each side. The idea here
is to have the pincers rise up from the hook at a 45° angle when it is hanging from the leader. Keep them
short. Too much foam will force your fly to hang vertical. On the fly shown, the pincers are a bit too long.
Since the precocious males have started to develop a little bit of orange out the pincers, get out your favorite
orange fingernail polish. Paint just a spot at the end of the foam pincers. Be very careful not to get any paint
on your own fingernails. Boys will talk.

Pattern #4: The Feisty Floater Craw
We could also tie pattern #3 above, but on the same format as #1 above. Slightly
buoyant but not too buoyant.
Thanks for letting me share these thoughts. I can't wait to see what you guys come up with. After all, the Inland Empire
Fly Fishing Club has a reputation: The most ardent fly fishers and tyers in the United States.

IMAGINE A FREE-FLOWING SNAKE RIVER
Trout Unlimited
Trout Unlimited is bringing Chris Wood, President and CEO of Trout Unlimited, to Spokane. He will lead a dialog about
dams on the Snake River, the economic benefits for Eastern Washington, and what the path forward looks like to save the
endangered Snake River salmon and steelhead .

April 26, 2022. 7:00PM The Globe Room at Cataldo Hall, Gonzaga University.
Register at spokanefallstu.org/snake
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FLY OF THE MONTH
Brown’s Crayfish

April 2022

Don Brown

This month’s Fly of the Month gives you one more pattern to look at during Mark Pinch’s 4 part series
on crawfish. Created by Don Brown and featured in Dick Stewart's "Flies for Bass and Panfish," this is
one of the simpler crawdad or crayfish fly patterns out there. Can be tied unweighted for lake bass and
panfish or weighted for trout in faster water. You can utilize a fly tying tutorial on this fly, hosted by
Matt O’Neal by using the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-E57Mpd9Lyk
Hook: #4-10 Curved.
Thread: Black.,
Claws: Red Squirrel tail.
Body: Brown hackle over brown chenille.
Legs: Palmered brown hackle.

Start by securing your thread and then take a small portion of squirrel tail and attach
it as you would a fly tail. You can tie in a large clump and then separate it or two
smaller clumps individually to make the crayfish claws. Make sure the clumps are
going to the side just as the crayfish claws would go to the side.

Now tie in the turkey (or goose) feathers just in front of the claws. This will be
brought back later to form the shellback.
Next tie in the brown or ginger hackle feather by the tip on top of the turkey feather.

For the body we now tie in a length of brown yarn or chenille, securing it up near
the claws and then bring your thread all the way up the hook to the eye. When you
start your wraps make the first one on the bend of the hook side of the hackle
feather and then wrap towards the eye of the hook. Wrap closely next to the previous wraps where the body is thick and then do wraps over each other where it thins
to get a consistent body shape. After securing the hackle feather you can trim the
top or just push the hackle to the side for the leg effect.
Bring the turkey feather back towards the eye and secure with your thread. Smooth
out the head with some thread wraps and then whip finish and cut the thread. Now
add some varnish or UV resin to the shellback and head. Cure the resin with your
UV light and the fly is ready to fish.
Remember to add weight to the fly at the start of the tying process if you are wanting the fly to go deep.
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FFI LEARNING CENTER
FFI Website
The FFI Learning Center is an excellent source of fly fishing education material. Our quality-selected library of
videos, articles, manuals, and workshops developed by FFI and sourced by some of the foremost experts in the
world will inspire any level of fly fisher to improve their skills. So whether you want to learn the basics of fly
fishing, polish your casting skills, twist up new fly patterns, or learn about conservation, the Learning Center is
here to deliver generations of fly fishing knowledge found in a single online resource.
Fly Casting.
Learn from some of the best fly casting instructors in the world. Lessons feature an array of casts, loop control, a teacher's package, and more. Peruse the Skills Development Program that can help
improve your casting skills.
Fly Fishing Skills.
A comprehensive source for instructional materials for all skill levels; Knots, Rigging,
Casting, “the Catching Part of Fly Fishing”, Fish Behavior and Habitats, Entomology, Reading Water, Safety
and Etiquette, Equipment, and much more.
Fly Tying.
Explore the Fly Tying Video Library, fly tying educational and instructional slide presentations for all skill levels, the Fly Tying Awards Program. See the Saltwater Flies Manual. Learn to tie flies
here.
Conservation.
Conservation education presentations and material pertaining to Conservation and the
Fly Fisher, Personal Conservation, Practices of Catch and Release, and Understanding Freshwater Fish Behavior.
Go to the Fly Fishers International website and check out some of these great links.
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/

JOINING FFI
There is no better time to consider joining FFI than now. It’s easy and you will be joining a
number of IEFFC members already involved in the organization.

To Join FFI simply go to the website listed:
http://www.flyfishersinternational.org/
Click Membership, Click join, then the blue round button.
Join the FFI today
Fly Fishers International
Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing
The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club
FFI Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner
The WSCFFI through your support can continue our mission to conserve and restore our resources, and educate fly fishers in our sport and grow advocacy for fish
and fisheries.

Submissions for publication in The Fly Leaf can be made by contacting the IEFFC at
flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles should be submitted by the last Friday of the month
for inclusion in the following months newsletter.

