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Presidents’ Message
By
Denny Carson

January Meeting
January 11-Ramada Inn

Tim Cammisa

Tips to Catch More Trout!

Hello fellow IEFFC members, I start my first Presidents message
by saying “thank you” to you all for entrusting me with the helm
of our club for the year. My Name is Denny Carson and I have
been fishing since I was 12 and make my living in the fly fishing
industry. For me it started with worms and corn in the Perk ponds
of the Santa Cruz mountains in California, to flinging flys in the
trout streams and ponds of the Cascades and Bitterroots in my
most recent days.
I look forward to the guidance of previous presidents and board
members and will give it my best to help guide us through what
looks to be yet another year of Covid and its latest coat-tail henchmen.
I sincerely hope everyone had a festive and fishy Christmas with
their friends and family this year and have received lots of fly
fishing paraphernalia to help with the winter fishing doldrums.
I sit here thinking about this years adventures with a new Loomis
rod that I am sure will provide many hours of peaceful casting,
and who knows maybe a fish or two by the time the seasons over.
December’s club meeting and raffle were great fun and it was nice
to have a large turnout. There were lots of great items to bid on
and even a few trips as well. I was lucky enough to win the trip to
Dads lake for 2 this year. I will be enjoying the lake and cabin
with my son Cameron. He is 17 now and this will be the last summer for us before he goes off to school in the fall. Again, thank
you for your trust and guidance.

Tightlines, Denny Carson

In this presentation, Tim Cammisa of "Trout and Feather"
focuses on areas of fly fishing to improve your fishing success. Tim walks you through his own experiences employing new styles, fly fishing through the seasons, and discussing how water type selection is a critical part of catching more fish. Tim also shares some of his favorite flies,
including the pattern that caught his largest brown trout
while in Iceland this summer. Be ready to learn lots, as
the presentation is packed with information for you to use
.
the next time you're on the water!
A zoom link will be sent for those wishing to join remotely
prior to the meeting.
You will be requested to confirm by email your attendance
at the meeting by January 6

Watch for an email reminder of the January Meeting time, a zoom link,
and a request to confirm your attendance at our January Meeting!
See 2022 Dues announcement Page 6
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Toys for Tots 2021
By
Jerry McBride
Members of the IEFFC were even more generous in their donations for Toys for Tots this year. We raised 1$2620
for 2021. Last year we raised $1665. Thank you to all the members who donated to Toys for Tots. I am sure we
made a difference for some kids.

Marine Staff Sergeant Angela Centeno accepts IEFFC check for Toys for Tots.
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Guy Gregory: Ed Wolfe Award –2021
3
The Ed Wolfe Award is given by the Club President to a person who has made a specific contribution to the club. It is
presented only when the President has identified a members’
contribution to be deserving of recognition. This year, President Jon Bowne and the board presented the Award to Guy
Gregory, for his role in preparing the 1990-2020 Fly of the
Month Compilation volume dedicated to Gene Lorenson.

“To be recognized with the other gentlemen who have been
recipients of this award is simply breathtaking”, Guy said. “I
hope to live up to their example.”

President Jon Bowne presents the award to Guy.

President Jon Bowne and President Emeritus Leon
Buckles recall Ed Wolfe, and describe the award to
the assembled club members.
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Keith Keuster-Fly Fisherman of the Year 2021
By
Leon Buckles and Bob Burton
Shortly after Keith was named Fly Fisherman of the Year 2021 he was requested to present a bio to the archives.
He agreed and will present one before the January meeting. We will probably not have it in time to get much of
the information in The Fly Leaf. The following input is from personal knowledge and recollections by Bob Burton
and myself.

The Fly Fisherman of the Year is presented annually to a member in good standing for his knowledge
and skills in the art of fly fishing. Keith Keuster, our recipient this year is certainly qualified for the
award. He is a complete angler and fly tier.
Many members have witnessed Keith’s expertise enticing trout and salmon to take his expert presentation of the fly. That is not the full extent of his of his experience. Keith first went to the Bahamas to
fish for bonefish when he was 80 years old. The guide was concerned about his ability to wade. It was
soon realized that Keith was a strong and accomplished wader on the flats. He has landed bonefish to 7
pounds, a feat that I am sure many club members have not achieved.
I accompanied Keith on a steelhead trip when he was 90. As we drove along the Snake River, Keith
would point out various runs by name and recalling the fish he had exercised. It was a cold day as Keith
slipped into his waders, after layering up with fleece and waded into the 40 degree water of the Grande
Ronde. He expertly presented his fly to fish the entire day. As we concluded the day, our body temperatures were a few degrees lower.
It was a couple years ago that Keith, age 90, accompanied some of our club members on a trip to catch Albacore tuna on a fly. When he hooked up with his first
fish, we thought that Keith had finally met his match and
had found a fish that could whip his butt. We were
wrong. At the end of the day it was a fatal mistake for
any Albacore to bite a fly with Keith on the other end.

A career in the United States Air Force is fondly remembered by Keith. He was a Mustang. His career began as
an enlisted man. The officers in his unit quickly realized
his devotion and talents and he was soon off to Officers
Candidate School. After graduation he went to flight
L to R: Leon Buckles, Bill Papesh, Steve Boharski,
school. Keith flew a single seat jet on recon missions
Keith Keuster
over the jungles of Vietnam “on the deck”, meaning 500
feet above the treetops. During his career he was sent
on several deployments that in addition to military components had elements of diplomacy. One duty
station that exemplifies Keith’s competence and stature was when he was chosen as an instructor at the
United States Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs, Colorado. We thank Keith for his dedication
and service to our country.
Many club members know that Keith is a great host at BBQs. He enjoys playing cards and is a very
good pinochle player. Well read, he can carry a conversation on a large amount of subjects. I think
Keith would agree that his greatest catch was his wife Sandy. She didn’t do badly either. Keith is also
very proud of his son’s accomplishments in the corporate world. Our club is privileged to have Keith as
a member.
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Keith Keuster-2021 Fly Fisherman of the Year
by Lee Funkhouser
October 9th, 2019 was a special day for IEFFC member
Keith Kuester. Keith, who had recently turned 90, wanted
to hit the Grande Ronde and capture a steelhead at 90
years of age. With low steelhead numbers being reported,
Keith knew this was a formidable task.
The day started and the temperature was in the low 30’s,
but Keith was game. He started swinging a fly in 48 degree water. Most 90 year old folks would not even venture
out on a day like this, but here was Keith, waist
deep in the Ronde.
No takes on the swing, so he moved to the raft and our
guide, Kelby Braun, pushed us through our first run a couple times. It didn’t take long before Keith had a take. He
hooked the steelhead and played it expertly. In less
than an hour after putting in he had his steelhead in the
net. Check this one off the bucket list.
The day would have been a success if that was his only
fish of the day, but Keith did not stop there. Just prior to
lunch, Keith hooked another fish. This one was much bigger than the first and fought hard. The fish made multiple runs and multiple jumps. Keith played him confidently and after a 20 minute fight the steelhead was in
the net.
Keith wasn’t through yet. The afternoon was just as busy for him as he brought two more steelhead to Kelby’s
net. In addition, Keith caught numerous trout and even threw in a few unmentionable species. His indicator
went under so often that Kelby gave Keith a new name. He is now known as “Hoover”, as he was vacuuming
up every fish in the area.
Keith wanted to get a steelhead, and at 90 he showed his experience by hooking four steelhead and bringing all
four to the net. A shout out also to Kelby from the Silver Bow, as he did an incredible job putting Keith on fish

Keith with a Snake River steelhead, 2005

President Jon Bowne presenting the
Hugh Evans trophy to Keith

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington

Sometimes Celebrity Fades
by
Frank Slak
Sometimes celebrity fades. It’s like aging. Your once lithe, athletic, muscular body disappears bit by agonizing
bit. Thick, dark hair is now thin, wispy and white (if you have any left), and waist-size-32 pants are a long-distant
memory.

The other day I was sorting through old files in a long-neglected cabinet in the basement. It was too cold to fish
(another sign of too many years under this belt), and I had neglected the chore far too long.
I had stacked the volumes of The Fly Leaf for which I was the editor and main contributor in each of their respective years. (You’ll see some of Uncle Frank’s tips in the flies so nicely illustrated in the club’s Fly of the Month
Collection 1990-2020 – that was me: Uncle Frank offering what then appeared to be sage gems of fly-tying wisdom sprinkled throughout Gene Lorenson’s illustrated fly-tying guides.)
Some of you may remember seeing this article I wrote for one issue after Fenton Roskelley ran a photo of me on
the sports pages of The Spokane Daily Chronicle. I was holding up a rainbow dredged from Medical Lake. I can’t
remember exactly the day the photo was published, but my twin daughters were in kindergarten that year. They’re
now 45 years old, and they have produced eight wonderful grandchildren (all but the youngest two of which have
fished with me out of my boat and spare pontoon boat). Suffice it to say, it was a long time ago.
I wrote:
“Being a celebrity is not all that tough. For some of us, it is quite easy. Take me for example.”
“Way back on the special opening day at Medical Lake, I joined a few other optimistic anglers hoping to catch a
few rainbows at this selective fishery lake. It was Bloomsday Sunday, and I had stopped by my office first to do an
hour’s worth of work on a special project. Then I threaded my way through the gathering masses downtown and
headed for the lake.”
“Fenton Roskelley was already there, and as I paddled my float tube near him, he hooked a fat 16-inch rainbow.
We fished together for a while, and Ros said he would take a picture of me if I caught a fish. Neither of us was
optimistic, though, because fishing was as slow as predicted.”
“At least 45 minutes passed. Then, as I began to strip a black Woolly Worm in, a fish took.”
“Nearby, Ros called out, “Now don’t lose that fish until I get my picture.”
“Believe me, I’ll do my best to keep him on.”
“As the fish tired, Ros had his equipment set up (not an easy task in a float tube). I reached for the fly to lift and
release the fish. “Not yet,” Ros cautioned, so I lowered him back into the water. A few more lifts and a few clicks
later, I released the fish.”
“Ros caught another and had to leave around noon. I caught two more before he was back at shore and took five
more before my family arrived with a mid-afternoon picnic lunch.”
“I filed the day away under the very pleasant column and didn’t think much more about it until I called George
Potter one evening to arrange fishing trip.”
“Have you got your head out of the clouds yet?” he asked.
“Why?”
“Your picture is in tonight’s paper, he replied. And then I remember the shots Ros had taken.”
“There I was. A celebrity.”
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Sometimes Celebrity Fades (continued)
“I called my employees and had them save the clipping. I called a few friends and asked them too.”
“My kids wanted to take the picture to their kindergarten show-and-tell. I was having a ball.”
“People you would never expect to read the sports page called or sent a clipping. Some of the responses are notable.”
“One friend wrote, “You can’t fool me. I can see those freezer burns all over that fish.” Noting that the picture
was printed in a mid-week edition of the paper, he wondered how the State could be solving its court congestion
problems if I was fishing in the middle of the week instead of tending my desk.”
“A lawyer friend noted that kind of publicity was good for business and wondered how he could manage to have
his picture taken. Then he admitted having been
skunked even at nearby West Medical Lake.”
“A retired judge friend sent a clipping with a note that
read, “Beautiful! I thought you might need another picture for your out-of-state friends.”

“Indeed, I did. I sent one specially to my father who
loves Spokane fishing. I sent one to my in-laws, and I
sent one to my brother in Texas. The kids finally took
one to show-and-tell, but at least a few of their friends
didn’t want to believe the story. I’m sure it was embellished with six-year-old imaginations.”
“Even now, a few weeks after the picture ran, I still receive an occasional reaction. That photo brought many
returns of a very pleasant day, and I have saved a clipping or two for myself.”
“As I said, all in all, it’s not that tough being a celebrity.
But it sure is fun.”
POSTSCRIPT: Though aged, celebrity lives. My daughter Julie saw the picture on – believe it or not – Ebay!
She purchased it and gave it to me as a Christmas present! It turns out a woman was selling photos she had obtained from newspapers that were clearing their files. There I was – dark hair, many pounds lighter, goofy hat
and holding up a rainbow that had been dunked and lifted any number of times. I was sitting in one of the original float tubes we began using around that time – basically a truck tire inner-tube cover with pockets and a seat.
Years have indeed passed. The Spokane Daily Chronicle is no longer published on paper. Fenton Roskelley has
passed on, taking his unique outdoor journalism with him. George Potter, a long-time active member of the club,
also has passed. As have my parents and in-laws. My brother is retired in Maryland. My youngest grandchild
will start kindergarten next fall.

2022 Dues Doin’s
Price Drop! Notice! Price Drop!
2022 Club Dues are due! $50 per year…
Send a check to IEFFC, P.O. Box 2926, Spokane, WA 99220, or pay at a meeting!
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2022 Club Officers and Board Members
Your 2022 Club Officers are:
PresidentVice President–
TreasurerSecretary-

Denny Carson
Lee Funkhouser
Bob Johnson
Jerry Harms

The 2022 Board of Directors is:

Denny Carson
Lee Funkhouser
Bob Johnson
Jerry Harms
Jim Athearn
Doug Brossoit
Bob Schmidt

Good Times at the December Meeting

Over 40 members joined together for the December 2021
Christmas Raffle at the meeting at the Ramada, December
14, 2022. The Christmas Raffle Committee did their usual
fantastic job assembling angling equipment, fly tying materials and tools, and memorabilia for the assembled membership. Members brought materials and other gifts to contribute to the cause, and the Legacy committee brought
cherished tackle from beloved members to fish another
day.

President Jon Bowne wondered how we could have a
better gathering, after last year’s Covid cancellation.
Members, vendors, and local flyshops (I’m talking to
you, Silver Bow) donated or provided deeply discounted very desirable items for us to raffle. A very
successful raffle, helping to fund and support club
activities, including conservation actions, kids fishing,
and others.
Thank you!
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Fish and Game News in the Northwest for 2022
In Idaho:
Remember, your Idaho license expires January 1. You’ll need a new one for 2022. Spring limits for Steelhead have changed. Other rule changes will be in effect January 1 that may affect your angling later in the
year. Be sure to check with idfg.idaho.gov for the latest in limits and seasons.

They’re getting some large sturgeon in Hells Canyon these days.
They’ll take a fly, if it’s baited with a chicken. Probably need a 8
weight.
I won’t be throwing sticks for my dog in the Canyon for a while.
Big game reports in Idaho are due 10 days after your hunt. Check the
website for details.
There’s a lot of interest in a Priest River Bypass project to restore
cold flows to Priest River, ID. The North Idaho Flycasters are in the
game, the rest of us should see www.priestriverproject.org for info.
In Washington:
Upstream of Bonneville, sturgeon fishing opens daily in the Bonneville and John Day Pools, Mondays,
Wednesdays and Saturdays in the Dalles Pool beginning January 1.
WDFW is seeking public input on the new management plan for the huge Methow Wildlife Area. Comment
opened 12/17, so if you’re interested waste no time in getting in.
In early January, there’s some pretty good tides and a 15 clam limit for those of you packin’ a clam gun.
In Montana:
The Fish and Wildlife Commission approved two rule changes of interest to anglers. The Madison River
work group recommended administrative rule changes that would keep the walk/wade sections in place, as
they have been for decades: Quake Lake to Lyons Bridge and Ennis Bridge to Ennis Lake. In 2020, the previous commission approved a rule that would have adjusted the long-standing walk/wade sections starting
Jan. 1. Today’s commission action reverses the previous 2020 commission decision and keeps the walk/
wade sections on the Madison River as they are described in the 2021 fishing regulations.
The work group also recommended repealing the rule
passed by the 2020 commission that established a rest/
rotation system for commercial use on the upper Madison River. On Monday, the commission followed the
work group recommendation and repealed that rule as
well.
On the Big Hole River, the commission adjusted 2022
fishing dates for the stretch of river from the Bureau
of Land Management Maiden Rock fishing access site
to the Browne’s Bridge FAS. That section will be open for fishing April 1 through Sept. 30.
Remember: Always check your regs, and inquire at a local fly shop (while you’re buying a couple of flies)
about current rules. Tell ‘em your with the Inland Club.
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Winnipesaukee Smelt

FLY OF THE MONTH
January, 2022

Jim Warner

Perhaps the Dean of New England trout and salmon trolling flies, this baitfish streamer is effective on big cold water fish
wherever they feed on little fish. Dozens of variations exist simplifying the tie from the original featherwing, like this hairwing pattern which remains true to the original colors. Give it a try on stillwater when your indicator fishing goes quiet and
you need a bit of exercise. Tying this pattern will improve your winging skills, and remind you what “sparse” means!
Hook: 6xl - 9xl Streamer (like Mustad's L87-3665A)
Thread: Black 6/0
Body: Flat Silver Tinsel
Under Wing: Sparse White Bucktail
Mid Wing 1: Peacock Herl (3 to 4 strands)
Mid Wing 2: Sparse Lavender Bucktail
Main Wing: White Marabou Blood (Thin Quill)
Topping: Black Super-Hair, Fish-Hair, DNA or similar, original calls for silver
pheasant crest
Eyes: 1/8 inch Silver Epoxy Eyes, or hand paint
Tie in a thread base on your hook, and wrap a thin even silver tinsel body up to behind the eye. Tie in a sparse (sparse!) bit of white bucktail with tips evenish, but
extending just behind the hook bend. Too long and this will foul...proportion is everything! These illustrations show the maximum length of the wing on this fly.

Tie in with a couple wraps the underwing of peacock herl, with tips just a touch
longer than the white underwing. This is the lateral line. Follow this with a few
strands of lavender bucktail. Western tiers often prefer a darker blue/green hue.
Again, keep your eye on proportions so this fly swims well….

Select 1 or 2 two premium quality White Marabou Bloods (i.e. plumes with fine,
wispy tips and very thin center quills), pair them together evenly if necessary, then
tie the marabou firmly in place on the hook shank's top, paying close attention again
to the overall length of the wing as it relates to the hook bend.

Top with some blackish-blue synthetic, or the rare Silver Pheasant crest. Just a few
strands again even or slightly shorter than the Marabou. Form an tidy head. Once
whipped and trimmed, mount a pair of 1/8 inch Epoxy or Flat Prismatic Stick-On
Eyes (or paint your own, traditionalist) to the sides of the head, then coat the eyes
and thread liberally with clear cement: glossy high-build lacquer, uv coating, what’s
your pleasure.
See https://www.stoneriveroutfitters.com/tbt_winni_smelt
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Fly Fishing Film Tour 2022
The 2022 Fly Fishing Film Tour is returning to Spokane! Brought to you by:
Costa, Yeti, Simms, Scientific Anglers, Oskar Blues Brewing
The Tour is at the Bing Theater, 901 W. Sprague Ave, Spokane, WA 99201.
It will be on January 25, 2022. Discount tickets will be available at Silver
Bow Fly Shop, Northwest Outfitters, and North 40 Outfitters. We’re expecting
a great lineup of super angling action movies!

Be there!

Fly Leaf FOTM 1990-2020 Book
The Fly of the Month Compilation book is sold out! Thanks to all members who purchased one. We’ve a
searchable electronic copy you can have if you like. If you want a hard copy, we may be able to get a short
print run put together. Email flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com to connect.

IEFFC Officers and Board of Directors
President: Denny Carson
Vice President: Lee Funkhouser
Treasurer: Bob Johnson
Secretary: Jerry Harms
Jim Athearn (2024)
Doug Brossoit (2022)
Bob Schmidt (2023)
Membership Committee Chair: Steve Dixon
Contact information for all Officers, Directors, and Committee Chairs are in the 2020/2021 Roster. If
you’ve inquiries, email flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com

FLYLEAF CONTRIBUTIONS
Your input is welcome! If you have articles to contribute to the Fly Leaf, make sure you
send them to the newsletter email: flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com before the last Friday of the
Month! Lee and Guy will get your story, your fly of the month, whatever, into the next
issue...
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