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To me, the hardest part about being IEFFC president was 

thinking of what to say each month in the President’s 

Message. I probably shouldn’t take it so hard.  Besides 

my editors, I’m betting only about three other people ac-

tually read these missives. The writing process for me has 

been compounded by the restrictions resulting from this 

dang pandemic as well as several eye surgeries after 

which I was ordered not to lift anything over ten pounds 

(My boat weighs sixty-seven, so no fishing stories to tell.) 

 

While I can’t regale you with fishing related lies, I do 

actually have some club news to impart this time.  At our 

November board meeting two important decisions were 

made.  First, thanks to the hard work and stewardship of 

our budget committee we are well on track to meeting our 

goal of financial stability for the club.  For that reason, 

the board voted unanimously to reduce annual dues from 

$75 to $50 per year. 

 

Second, to clear up confusion about who pays for pro-

spective member’s dinners, the board agreed that the club 

will buy dinner for them on the first visit.  The sponsoring 

member will pay for their buddy’s dinner on the second 

visit.  And the new member will pay for their own on the 

third visit and those thereafter.  

 

I couldn’t have carried out my presidential duties without 

the avuncular advice of past presidents, Bob Schmitt, 

Jim Athearn, Lee Funkhouser, Phil Beck, and Jerry 

Harms. Those guys, together with my fellow officers, 

board members, and Liar’s Club members helped im-

measurably guide this leaky rowboat of state through an 

especially rough year.  

We celebrate the return of our Christmas 

Raffle/Annual Meeting this year after last 

years cancellation due to Covid.  We hope 

to see you there. 

Please refer to the Raffle article in this 

newsletter for details and look for an up-

coming email asking for an RSVP. 

We will be conducting the Raffle, electing 

officers, honoring our Fly Fisherman of the 

Year, and generally having a great time. 

Make sure you put the December 14th 

meeting on your calendar. 

 

President’s Message (continued) 

 

My sincere thanks to all of them and to all our members 

who put up with the challenges brought on by Covid-19. 

 

It will be nice when this thing is brought under control 

and we can stop worrying about masks,  stop worrying 

about vaccinations, stop worrying about travel restric-

tions and get back to worrying about the important stuff 

like the baggage retrieval system they’ve got a Heath-

row. 

 
Thank you all.  Be safe. Be well.  And I can’t stress this 

enough, don’t lick anybody. 
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LOWELL TVEIT OBITUARY 

Reprinted from the Spokesman-Review 

Lowell was born in December of 1936 in Yankton, SD, to 

William Roosevelt Tveit and Rella Rose Tveit. He graduated 

from South Dakota State College in 1962 with a major in 

Wildlife Conservation and his minor was his teaching cer-

tificate. He served in the SD Army National Guard while in 

college. In August of 1963, he and his wife and newborn 

son moved from Yankton, SD to Rathdrum, ID where he 

accepted a teaching position at Rathdrum HS. Lowell took 

additional college credits at EWU. In 1966, he and his wife 

and two sons moved to Spokane, WA because he had ac-

cepted a teaching position at Fisher JHS in Cheney, WA. He 

worked for the next 28 years of his career in Cheney teaching Industrial Arts, retiring in 1994. Lowell 

earned his Master's in Education Degree from Gonzaga University. After retirement from teaching, 

Lowell worked 4- 5 years out on the road for Motor Works throughout western Montana, northern 

Idaho and eastern Washington rounding up old engine blocks and cores that could be machined and 

rebuilt. He hooked a lot of engine blocks and many fish during those years on the road. He loved it. 

Lowell married Karolyn Kay Masterson in August of 1962 in Inwood, Iowa. They had four children to-

gether. Two sons, and two daughters. He adored his wife and children, always. Lowell was the best 

provider, husband, father, grand and great- grand father, teacher, friend, craftsman, fisherman, hunter, 

outdoorsman, Norwegian, optimist, conservative, red- blooded patriotic All- American man that ever 

raised an awesome family here in Spokane, WA. Bar none. 

Lowell enjoyed many hobbies and activities during his life. Early on he enjoyed archery, photography, 

sculpture, wood working, RC airplanes and gliders, scouting with his boys and gardening. But most 

important of all was fishing and fly tying, and bow- hunting, camping and traveling with his wife and 

family and friends. Lowell was involved in the Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club. Lowell enjoyed cooking 

holiday dinners and summer BBQs for his family. His family and friends will remember him as a loving 

and caring man, a great father, a fine friend, a mentor, a peer, a guide and role model as well as being 

a fine example of a great life well lived. Lowell appreciated the people he surrounded himself with. 

Many who knew him would tell you they were honored to have known him. 

Lowell is survived by his wife of 59 beautiful years, Karolyn K Tveit. He is also survived by his four chil-

dren; his sons Timothy C ( Julie), and Thomas C ( Tera), and his daughters Jennifer A Tveit and Jane E 

VanTassel ( Aric). Lowell is survived by five grandsons and two granddaughters. They are Theresa N 

Tveit( Johnny O'Sullivan), Travis M Tveit ( Mykell Ulibarri), Tyler C Tveit; Christopher T Tveit, Adam L 

Tveit( Shyanne Parker); Matthew C VanTassel and Elizabeth A VanTassel. Lowell is also survived by 

three great- grandsons. These are Declan J O'Sullivan and Flynn C O'Sullivan; and Elias M Tveit. He is 

preceded in death by his father William R Tveit, and his mother Rella R Tveit. Lowell had no siblings. 

The Funeral Service was scheduled for Tuesday November 9, 2021, at 2 p. m. Thornhill Valley Chapel, 

1400 S Pines Rd Spokane Valley, WA. A reception to follow. All are welcome to attend and celebrate 

the life of Lowell. The family has requested that all contributions and donations made in his memory 

be directed to the Plymouth Congregational Church, located at 1502 W 8th Ave Spokane, WA 99204. 
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TOYS FOR TOTS 

Thank You!! 

We will have final numbers in the January newsletter, but as of publication time for 

this months edition we had seen over $2,000 donated.  A huge thank you to all of the 

IEFFC members for such an outstanding effort.  You have certainly outdone your-

selves and there are many families that will have a brighter Christmas because of 

your generosity. 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

PROGRAMS 2022 

By Lee Funkhouser 

This coming year we are working hard to get back to having as many in-house speakers as possible.  

We will still be utilizing remote presentations, but are hoping to have several of our speakers attend 

our meeting. 

 

We have found that we can enjoy some excellent programs remotely that we otherwise could not af-

ford, but there is no doubt that we gain much more from having a speaker that is present at our meet-

ing.  We will be aiming at a balance and urging more local presenters to attend the meeting.  We are 

also combining with Spokane Fly Fishers to save expenses on speakers able to attend our meeting on 

a Tuesday evening and the Spokane Fly Fishers meeting the next night. 

 

We will be sending out a tentative schedule in the January Newsletter and look forward to an exciting 

set of 2022 programs.  

 

Note: If you have a speaker you would like to recommend, please contact me at: 

 Lfunkhouser@comcast.net. 
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December 14th Meeting-Annual Holiday Raffle/Auction 

Fun Night Ahead 

Historically, the month of December always brings us our Holiday Raffle where members 

only get the opportunity to obtain great fishing related items. Of course, we did not have 

this event last year, but we are bringing it back in 2021 in our new place at the Ramada 

Inn! 

 

With fewer vendors able to participate this year, we were still able to purchase some items 

for the Raffle, but we need to ask for even more help from our Club membership this year. 

Whether you are able to attend the event this year or not, we are asking our members to 

donate more items. Already, we have commitments for donated member- guided river 

trips plus the very popular stay at Hill’s Resort at Priest Lake, Idaho. You probably know 

of a guide or fly shop that might donate a free or 2 for 1 fly fishing trip to an area water. 

Please ask them. 

 

Many of our members are expert fly tiers and have historically donated their boxes of flies 

to our Club Holiday auction for all to try to win. Most of the items that are donated are fly 

fishing related, but some members stretch their imagination and give other items like wine 

and booze. The Committee asks that you donate new or gently used items. Items like 

magazine collections and mostly worthless items garner few or no tickets and simply al-

low you to clean up your storage! 

It is best if you contact Chair Gordon Olson (509-467-6944) ahead of time to donate 

your item, but you can also bring it to the Ramada on the night of the Holiday Raffle. 

 

A few days ahead of the Raffle, we plan to email a listing of the items that we have pro-

cured to that point. This will give the membership (that have an email address) the chance 

to preview the raffle items so they can be ready to search out those displayed items and 

maybe collaborate your tickets or bidding with other members. 

 

We will see you at the December 14 Holiday Raffle Club meeting and bring lots of money 

to buy lots of $1 tickets in order to have the opportunity for great goodies! 
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ROSTER CHANGES 

 

If we have missed your information, please send it in to our gmail address. 

flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com.     

We have exhausted our supply of our Fly of the Month compilation from the Flyleaf, published between 1990-

2020.  The publication features Gene Lorenson's work over 24 years of Flyleaf publication.  

If you are interested in ordering a copy we will be printing additional copies as we receive orders. 

The final document is 325 printed pages long, including the index. For those of you interested in a hard copy, 

we've set up an order page so you can order copies. Copies are wire bound to lay flat, with card stock cover and 

back, Copies will be available to members at a price of $45 per copy.  

If you would like the publication please respond with your name, and the number of copies you'd like at 

the following link: 

fotmorders@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS 

Jon Bowne—President  Rich Semler—Vice President  Denny Carson—Secretary 

Bob Johnson—Treasurer  Matt Andersen—Board Member  Doug Brossoit—Board Member 

Jerry Harms—Board Member Bob Schmitt—Membership Chairman 

Contact information for all Officers, Directors, and Committee Chairs are in the 2020 Roster. If you have inquiries 

send  an email to mail.ieffc@gmail.com 

FLY OF THE MONTH PUBLICATION 

Publications Committee 

mailto:fotmorders@gmail.com
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IEFFC CONSERVATION FUND 

Tax Deductable Donations 

PEBBLE MINE VICTORY 

WSCFFI 

In early November, the U.S. District Court for the District of Alaska vacated the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s (EPA’s) 2019 decision to withdraw the Bristol Bay 404(c) Proposed Determination, 
reinstating important proposed protections for the headwaters of Bristol Bay. The translation: TU 
has officially won its lawsuit against EPA, and EPA is now court ordered to reinstate proposed pro-
tections for Bristol Bay from 2014, and will work towards finalizing them. After two years, we are 
so excited about the outcome of this lawsuit, and a big step towards getting permanent protec-
tions for the region.  
 
You can read the rest of the press release here: http://www.savebristolbay.org/in-the-
news/2021/10/29/trout-unlimited-is-victorious-in-lawsuit-to-reinstate-proposed-protections-for-
headwaters-of-bristol-bay 

Do you have an IRA?   Are you 70&1/2 years old?  Would you like to owe fewer taxes?  We can help! 

 

Just easily and conveniently transfer $1,000 or more to support our IEFFC Conservation activities and avoid 

paying income tax on your Qualified Charitable Distribution.  It’s a win-win. 

Merely have your distribution sent to:  

 WSCFFI for IEFFC Conservation Fund 

c/o Jim Maus, 

9306 DeKoven Dr. SW,   

Lakewood, WA 98499 

 
Each year the Legacy Committee supports the Ronald McDonald House by supplying bus transportation for 

their kids to fish at Clear Lake during kids’ fishing weekend.  The Committee also started a scholarship for biol-

ogy students at Eastern Washington University.  Conservation projects that the IEFFC supports include fishing 

regulation signs at several area lakes (Amber, Medical, West Medical and Coffeepot) and Rocky Ford Creek; 

Amber boat ramp rehab; Bayley Lake inlet channel rehab, and fin clipping at Little Spokane River Fish Hatch-

ery.  The club also supports education activities including a booth at the Bighorn Sports Show dedicated to 

teaching kids how to tie flies and sharing insights into our sport to encourage their participation in fishing plus 

providing a second scholarship for EWU biology students.  We also have provided grants to support other con-

servation organizations such as American Rivers Conservancy, Friends of the Little Pend Oreille, Lands Council 

and Spokane River Keeper as well as donating to Kids’ Fishing Day sponsored by Washington Department of 

Fish and Wildlife.  Our club, as well as many individual member donors, also made generous contributions to 

help with the Grande Ronde River land acquisition.  

 

Donations of less than $1,000 are not tax deductable and cannot be sent to the above address, but can also help 

fund our club activities if sent to:  Legacy Committee, c/o Bob Johnson, 728 S Grady Rd., Spokane Valley,  WA, 

99016. 

http://www.savebristolbay.org/in-the-news/2021/10/29/trout-unlimited-is-victorious-in-lawsuit-to-reinstate-proposed-protections-for-headwaters-of-bristol-bay
http://www.savebristolbay.org/in-the-news/2021/10/29/trout-unlimited-is-victorious-in-lawsuit-to-reinstate-proposed-protections-for-headwaters-of-bristol-bay
http://www.savebristolbay.org/in-the-news/2021/10/29/trout-unlimited-is-victorious-in-lawsuit-to-reinstate-proposed-protections-for-headwaters-of-bristol-bay
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FLY OF THE MONTH 
 

The Water Floatman   December 2021           Phil Rowley 

The lakes in Eastern Washington hold numerous water boatman.  This pattern by Phil Rowley is a popu-

lar version of the boatman and it does quite well in the Fall.  The chenille provides a body that appears 

filled with air just as a real boatman appears. 

Fish with a floating line or and intermediate sink line.  The legs will vibrate and imitate the prominent 

set of legs that propel the boatman as it sculls around the water.   

Though it fishes best in the Fall, it will also be a great fly to use in the Spring when the boatmen are also 

active.  For Phil’s video use URL link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgWTts6IHo0 

 

Hook: Mustad R50-94840 size 12 

 

Shellback: Black 2mm foam or round foam cut in half 

 

Body:  Medium crystal chenille  

 

Legs:  Super floss 

 

  

1. Start by attaching the tying thread just behind the eye of the 

hook.  Cover the shank of the hook to provide a firm thread 

base.   

2. Cut a section of round foam slightly shorter than the shank and 

then split it in half saving one half for a second fly.  Trim one 

end of the foam to a point and tie in near the hook bend with 

round side down.  Make sure you have enough foam to go to the 

eye when bent back over. 

3. Tie in your crystal chenille slightly in front of the foam tie in.  

Wind the tying thread forward to half way down the shank. 

4. Tie in the super floss for the legs with the material extending out 

horizontally at the halfway point of the shank using figure eight 

wraps.  Then bring the tying thread forward to the eye of the 

hook. 

5. Wrap the chenille forward, spinning it as you wrap.  Tie it off at 

the eye of the hook and trim the tag end.  Then carefully trim 

the chenille across the top. 

6. Fold back the shell back foam and secure with a small tag point-

ing slightly up and out.  Whip finish and trim the thread.  Now 

bring the legs gently back behind the hook and trim them about 

a half shank length behind the bend.  Apply some head cement 

to the shell back tag and you are done. 



Submissions for publication in The Fly Leaf can be made by contacting the IEFFC at  

flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com.    Articles should be submitted by the last Friday of the month 

for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  

JOINING FFI 

There is no better time to consider joining FFI than now.  It’s easy and you will be joining a 

number of IEFFC members already involved in the organization.   

 

To Join FFI simply go to the website listed:  
 http://www.flyfishersinternational.org/ 

Click Membership, Click join, then the blue round button. 

Join the FFI today 

Fly Fishers International 

Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing 

 

The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club 

FFI Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner 

The WSCFFI through your support can continue our mission to conserve and re-

store our resources, and educate fly fishers in our sport and grow advocacy for fish 

and fisheries. 

CASTING TIPS 

WSCFFI 

 

IMPROVING YOUR CASTING ABILITY WILL INCREASE YOUR CATCH AND RELEASE 

NUMBERS  
By Don Simonson  

 

Why does one take up the sport of fly fishing? Some reasons could be: Being outdoors and enjoying the en-

vironment. To have fellowship with other fly fishers. Because it is a challenge to be able to match one’s self 

against a fish by enticing it to engulf an insect imitation that was presented exactly the way a natural insect 

would be. In order to present your fly in that manner it needs to be delivered where you want it and how you 

want it. IE: The fly cast. The fly is delivered by the fly line. The fly line does what the rod tip does. The rod 

tip does what the casters body does. This brings us to the basic fly casting fundamentals of the cast.  

Fundamentals:  

♦Face the target  

♦Remove fly line slack and point the rod at the fly line, IE: (give the tip a drink), prior to the cast.  

♦Back cast. Smoothly accelerate to an abrupt stop where the acceleration begins at the point where the line/ 

leader connection leaves the water as the rod tip is lifted stopping straight up, (thumb on top grip with thumb 

pointing straight up), with adequate power or force.  

♦Move the rod tip in a straight-line path.  

♦Pause to allow the loop formed to unroll.  

♦Forward cast. Smoothly accelerate to an abrupt stop, (stopping at 10 to 11 o’clock}, with adequate force or 

power.  

♦Move the rod tip in a straight-line path  

♦As the loop unrolls follow the fly line down with the rod back to the grass or water.  

 

If you would like more detail, please watch my video at:   https://youtu.be/UVZnTmlSsNE  

 


