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FLY OF THE NMOINTH

Zug Bug January, 2003 Cliff Zug

The first fly of the new year has been around a long time. It is a favorite standby fly for numerous fly
fishers. Late one winter at the far end of 4™ of July Lake, an elderly fly tosser was catching fish regularly
while the rest of us were having a tough time. When asked the secret of his success he replied with two
short words, "Zug Bug." It works well in both lakes and streams. The fish attracting qualities of peacock

herl are well demonstrated by this versatile pattern. Give ita try.

Hook: Wet fly 1X or 2X long #6 - 16
Thread: Black 6/0

Tail: Peacock sword fibers

Rib: Fine oval silver tinsel

Body: Peacock herl Hackle: Brown
Wing Case: Wood duck flank

1. Pinch that barb and line the hook shank with tying
thread. Tie in several pieces of peacock sword fibers for
the tail. Tie in the rib tinsel and leave it dangling.

2. Attach several strands of peacock herl at the hook bend.
Using your favorite herl technique, wind a plump, tapered
body to the head of the hook. Wind the rib forward using 4
to 6 turns. Trim off the excess herl and ribbing.

3. Wind a sparse hackle of brown or furnace hen. Tie the
wing case teather on top of the body, compressing the top
portion of the hackle. Clip the wing case short as shown.
Wind a small head. whip finish. and cement.
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FL.Y OF THE MONTH

Chromie February, 2003 Phillip Rowley

In his book, Fly Patterns for Stillwaters, Philip Rowley calls the Chromie his number one still water
pattern. He has observed that Chironomids use trapped air and gasses to facilitate their rise to the surface
for hatching. This makes them shiny and luminescent in spite of what their actual body color might be.
The red ribbing on many chironomids is left over hemoglobin from the larval stage. The Chromie works
well no matter what color the naturals are. A number of our Club members are using the Chromie to very
good effect on our local still waters. It is definitely a pattern to include in our arsenal of flies for lakes.

Hook: Tiemco 2457 #8-14

Head: Black metal bead

Thread: Fine black

Gills: White sparkle yarn

Rib: Fine red wire or red holographic Flashabou
Body: Silver Flashabou

Thorax: Peacock herl

1. Pinch the barb and slide a black bead onto the hook
with the small opening facing forward. Attach the thread
behind the eye and tie in a small bunch of white sparkle
yarn extending over the eye. Cut off the tying thread.
Slide the bead forward to the eye. Reattach the tying
thread and tie in the rib material right behind the bead and
secure it all the way down the shank.

2. Return thread to the bead. Take two strands of silver
Flashabou and double it around the tying thread. Secure it
just behind the bead and wind it smoothly down to the rib
and back forward to the bead. Tie in and trim the excess.

3. Counterwind the rib over the body and tie off.

4. Tie in two strands of peacock herl and attach them
behind the bead. Make three wraps of herl covering the
thread wraps. Whip finish right behind the bead and trim
the thread. Carefully put a dab of head cement on the
whip finish. Trim the gills as shown. Apply a smooth,
thin coat of clear nail polish over the body. This adds
more shine and strengthens the body.
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FLY OF THE MIONTH

Lars Bucktail Minnow February, 2003 Ray D. Larson

One of the many benefits of attending the FFF conclaves is the opportunity to watch fly tiers from around
the world tie their own special creations. At this summer's conclave in Idaho Fails, Bob Bates picked up
this month's fly from Ray Larson, a guide from Wisconsin and Minnesota. It is a bait fish pattern that Ray
uses for Muskies and other large predator species. It is easy to tie and, in various sizes and colors, it can

be used anywhere from freshwater to the big salt.

Hook: Mustad signature C70SD
Thread: Gudebrod G or GX2

Tail: Silver or gold tinsel

Overtail: Bucktail color or colors of choice

Underbody: White yarn

Overbody and head: Super G body tubing or E-Z body
(large)

Eyes: Doll eyes

Permanent markers - optional
Weed guard 30 Lb. Mono - optional
Head overbody coat: 4-6 minute epoxy

1. Pinch the barb and line the hook with tying thread.
Tie in 10-15 strands of tinsel for the center flash of the
tail.

2. Make the tail by tying in small bunches of bucktail -
two white bunches on the bottom and a darker shade for
the top. Add a few strands of tinsel along the .sides.
Cement the ties.

3. Tie in and wrap the yarn underbody just in front of the
bucktail. (If you want a weighted fly, some turns of lead
wire can be placed around the hook shank before the
underbody is wound on.) Attach the body tubing behind
the eye of the hook, facing forward as shown. Tie this in
very securely, whip finish, cement, and cut off the tying
thread.

4. Push the tubing back over the fly to form the
overbody. The end can be frayed a bit if it doesn't happen
automatically. If you want to add color to the fly with
permanent markers, do so now. Attach the eyes with your
favorite cement. Apply a coat of fast drying epoxy to the
head and overbody. Ray lets it harden on a turning wheel.
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FL.Y OF THE MONTH

Double Bunny March, 2003

Scott Sanchez

This month’s offering comes to us from Scott Sanchez, a tier at Dan Bailey’s Fly Shop in Livingston,
Montana. Scott Fink came across the pattern and was impressed by the practical characteristics of it. The
dark and light rabbit furs portray the coloring of almost all the minnow species. The addition of eyes and
Krystal Flash adds appeal to the natural action of the rabbit hair. The fly has a good reputation on the
Yellowstone and other Montana streams. It should work anywhere that game fish are feeding on
minnows. It can be tied in different colors and sizes for the situation at hand.

Hook: Streamer 2 or 3X long 8 - 2/0

Thread: Color to match dark rabbit

Body: Two strips of rabbit fur, one white and

the other dark (blue, green, olive, gray

or black)

Flash: Several pieces of silver or pearl Krystal Flash
Eve: Your favorite eveball size to match the flv.

1. Pinch the barb and line the hook shank with tying thread.
Cut a white rabbit strip twice the length of the shank of the
hook. Make a small hole in the center and slide the strip
over the point up to the bend of the hook. The hair should
be pointing down. Tie in the front part of the strip right
behind the eye.

2. Cut a dark rabbit strip the same length as the white one
and tie it in behind the eye with the hair pointing up. Very
carefully glue the two strips together. The two strips will
cover the hook shank with half the glued strips dangling to
the rear.

3. Add several pieces of the Krystal Flash on each side of
the fly. Build up a rather large head of tying thread to form
a base on which to glue the eyes. Whip finish and cement.
Glue on your favorite style of eyes.
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F1.Y OF THE MONTH

Crippled Mayfly April, 2003

Kelly Galloup

Scott Fink shares another pattern. He saw Jack Dennis and Kelly Galloup tying cripple imitations. One

really looked good. Kelly Galloup's pattern imitates a spent mayfly that is lying on the water on its side.

The curved hook shank and wing tied sideways on the hook shank produce the desired effect. The hackle

trimmed on the underside of the hook causes the fly to float in the surface film like a natural spent bug. It

can be tied in any color and size to match the targeted mayfly.

Hook: Light wire dry-fly style

Thread: Fine, to match color of fly

Tail: Several hackle fibers - color to match
Body: Your favorite dubbing - color to match
Wing: Crinkled Z-Ion - color to match
Thorax: Same as body

1. Carefully bend the hook, by thirds, to the right as

shown.

2. Tie a hackle fiber tail the same length as the hook
shank. Then dub a tapered body about 2/3 of the way up
the hook shank.

3. Tie in the crinkled Z-Ion wing diagonally to the right
of the hook shank. This will cause it to lie flat on the
water instead of riding upright.

4. Tie in the hackle right behind the wing and secure.
Dub a wrap of thorax behind the wing and another one or
two in front of the wing and secure. Wind the hackle one
turn behind the wing and three turns in front. Tie off and
secure. Make a small head, whip finish, and cement.

5. Trim the hackle flush with the bottom of the fly.
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FL.Y OF THE MONTH

Egg-Sucking Bionic Worm May, 2003 Ron Pantzer — Jerry McBride

Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution caused quite a stir back in the 1800s and is still debated hotly in some circles. We know,
however, that certain fly patterns seem to evolve steadily by means of experience and the availability of new
materials. This month’s highly successful pattern is a good example. Jerry and Bob McBride were among our first
flyfishers to discover the effectiveness of a red chironomid/blood worm imitation fished under an indicator. This column featured
Jerry’s red chironomid back in October of 1991. Since then too many flies have contributed to the development of today’s pattern
to mention them all. (Also see the February 1993 Fly of the Month column, The Worm.) Perhaps the most important step was the
bionic worm by Jerry’s friend Ron Pantzar. Jerry and many other Club members are constantly experimenting with the pattern.
This latest version was dubbed “The Egg-Sucking Bionic Worm” by the guys at the Liar’s Club because of the large bright orange
bead at the head. One thing is certain, it really works!

Hook: Eagle Claw L143 - Gold, size 12
Thread: Red monocord

Bead: 5/32 fluorescent orange, brass
Tail: Small bunch of hot pink marabou
Rib: Fine gold wire

Body: Blood red Larva Lace Nymph Rib

1. Pinch the barb and slide the bead onto the hook up to the
eye. Attach the tying thread at the bend of the hook. Tie in the
marabou tail and the wire rib. Cut the Larva Lace at a sharp
angle and tie in the point. This helps prevent bulk at the tie-in
place. Wind the tying thread up to the bead, using as few wraps
as possible.

2. Wrap the Larva Lace tightly up to the bead and tie off. Then
wind the wire rib forward in the joints between the Larva Lace
wraps. Tie off the rib. Make enough turns of the tying thread
behind the bead to prevent it from slipping back down the hook
shank. Whip finish and cement.
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FLY OF THE MONTH

Double Posted Parachute Ant November, 2003 Jerry McBride

The November offering solves several of the problems confronted when fishing fast water with small ant
patterns. First, one must be able to see the fly as takes are often very subtle. The bright, double post
makes for good visibility. Jerry says treating only the posts with floatant makes the ant float properly
upright and not on its side. Another problem with tiny flies is keeping the hook gape clear of body
material. In this pattern the material is mainly on top of the hook shank, leaving the gape wide for good

hook ups. When a small ant is called for this pattern fills the bill.

Hook: Tiemco 921, size 16-20

Thread: Black 8/0

Posts: White or high visibility poly yarn
Body: Black dubbing (Fly Rite or equiv.)
Wing: Black hackle

1. Pinch the barb and line the hook shank with tying
thread. Take a 2-inch length of poly yarn and tie it securely
just forward of the hook bend. Pull the two ends up and
wrap the thread around the base of the yarn, creating the
post.

2. Apply dubbing to the thread and then wrap around the
post, placing each successive wrap below the previous one.
When the body is large enough tie off and wrap thread
forward to a point just back from the eye of the hook. Trim
post so it sticks above the body about the same height as the
body.

3. Lash down another piece of poly and form another post

as described in step 1.

4. Tie in the black hackle, wrap it around the post and tie
off. Whip finish behind the eye. Trim the front post to the
same height as the rear post.
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FLY OF THE MONTH

SST December, 2003 Dave Sellers

Leon Buckles came up with this pattern and shared it with some tying cronies a while back. Here are
some thoughts from Dave Sellers about his pattern. “The SST is a *hook-up’ pattern which makes it fairly
snagless and the epoxy coating makes it very durable. The unique weighting pattern gives a darting
movement to the fly as it is retrieved. If the weight is placed farther back behind the bend of the hook, the
darting action will be increased. This is a fly ‘style’ and can be tied in myriad colors using many different
materials. Saddle hackles, marabou, or synthetic fibers can be used for the tail as well as bucktail. Tie
your fly to match the shape and colors of the bait fish you wish to imitate.” The first illustration shows the
basic configuration of the fly, hook, wire, and lead. The tying instructions show one of Dave's favorite
versions. This one is a challenge.

Hook: Eagle Claw EC 413,60 jig hook #1-3/0 or a same
sized conventional hook with front bent to match
Thread: Red and white, stout

Tail: White, yellow, brown bucktail and Krystal
Flash

Body: Red tying thread

Weight: 3” piece of florist’s wire, 12-16 wraps of
0.035 lead wire, small pearl Mylar tubing

Head: 10-15 strands of pearl Krystal Flash

Eye: 3-D Spirit River eyes or equivalent
Overbody: Devcon 5- minute epoxy

1. Place hook in vice in the regular way. Using red tying thread, tie in
a small amount of yellow bucktail followed by several strands of
Krystal Flash. Tie in a larger portion of white bucktail on top of the
yeilow. Form the body with the red tying thread.

2. Clamp a 3" piece of florist's wire in the vise as shown and wrap it
with 12-16 wraps of lead wire according to the hook size. Leave a 3/8”
section of wire exposed at one end. Next slide on a length of small,
pearl Mylar tubing over the lead wire. Tic off the tubing at both ends
using white thread.

3. Bend the end of the florist's wire (short side) up over the lead wire.
Leave plenty of Mylar length on the long side, as this will represent the
gut section of the baitfish. Place the hook in the vise so the hook points
up. Now size the length of the wire so the lead wraps begin just under
the barb and extend beyond the bend. This placement is key to the fly’s
unique action. Cut the long end of the wire to the correct length and tie
it to the 60-degree bend as shown. Bend the wire to form the shape of
the baitfish.

4. Next tie 10 to 15 strands of pearl Krystal Flash near the eye using a
maximum of 10 wraps of white thread. Trim excess and then wrap the
material around the hook shank and wire to form a broad head; trim
neatly. Do not wrap so tightly as to compress the wire toward the hook
shank. Tie in a sparse amount of dark bucktail, being sure the hair is
long enough to reach well past the bend. Make sure to split the hair
equally on each side of the hook bend.

5. Using Devcon 5-minute epoxy, coat the body area of the fly. Be
sure to cover all the lead wire and Mylar piping and work the epoxy
thoroughly into the material. Rotate the vise frequently and allow the
excess epoxy to drip or be scraped off the belly of the fly. Use a bodkin
or a length of wire as a tool to keep the hair in place and to manipulate
the epoxy. Once the epoxy begins to set, use saliva or water-moistened
fingers to shape the fly. Push the topping down flat and shape the belly.
Once the first coat of epoxy is nearly dry but is still tacky, add the eyes
and another thin coat of epoxy over the first coat, covering the eyes.
Note: A rattle tube can be inserted between the wire and the hook shank
before the head-flash is wrapped if you want a rattling SST.




