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DF DAMSEL January 1991

FLY OF THE MONTH

Bob Bates

of catching large trout.

This pattern emerged after several frustrating seasons of trying to hook Dry Falls
rainbows during a heavy damselfly hatch. Most damselfly nymph patterns, tied on

wire hooks, are too heavy and sink too far for fish keying on nymphs swimming just
under the surface film. The DF Damsel, tied on light wire hooks,
right in the surface film if fished carefully. With this method,
to watch the strikes that a surface damsel produces which really adds to the thrill

will stay
you will be able

Hook: Orvis 1509-00, Mustad 94833; Sizes
8-14 (§#12 for Dry Falls)
‘Fad T Marabou, olive shades to match

natural

Body: Marabou, olive shades to match
natural

Eyes: Melted 30- to 50-pound monofilament

Thread: Olive shade similar to body

rew——

s 1= Make up a bunch of eyes by melting the ends
of about 1" pieces of monofilament. Hold a
1'" long piece of monofilament in the middle
with tweezers or pliers and carefully melt
the ends in a candle flame or propane torch.
The jaws should be no wider than 1/16" to
produce properly spaced eyes for a size 12

hook. If the eyes are too big or too small,
adjust monofilament length or thickness.
e Pinch the barb with flat-jawed, needle-nose

pliers. The ridges on most pliers can
damage your hook.

3. Wind tying thread back to beginning of the
bend, and tie the tail using 10-12 fibers
from the tip end of a blood marabou feather.
Tail length is about equal to the gap width.
Use only 2 or 3 turns of tying thread and
half hitch if you like. Keep the turns of
thread close.

4. With the marabou and thread together, take
one turn over the tying thread used to tie
in the marabou. Then twist thread and mara-
bou together rather tightly. Wet your fin-
gers if you have any trouble twisting them.
Wind this ''chenille'" forward to within about
one eye width from the eye. Half hitch, and
make a bed of thread before tying on the eyes
Dy Use a figure eight pattern to tightly tie
down the eyes. Even though it adds weight,
I make a lot of figure eights to build up a
head between the eyes. Whip finish and soak

— . : ]

This fly is most productive when fished on a dry
line with a hand twist retrieve. Grease the
entire leader, but not the fly. You want the fly
to stay just under the surface film. Check your
fly on each retrieve, and if it sinks more than
1/2", regrease the leader. If possible, retrieve
toward the shore, reeds or floating debris, but
retrieving parallel to the shore works also.
Strikes are frequently vicious, so be ready.

Be fore fish begin actively rising, it may be
fished on a sink tip line. It has been success-
ful in several lakes in Washington and Canada;

it even saved the day once on Grimes.

by Bob Bates

THAT RASCAL

GELorensen
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FLY OF THE MONTH

FLOYD'S FRY FLY February 1991 Floyd Holmes

Here is an unQSual pattern that probably resembles perch, walleye, and other kinds
of fry. Floyd recommends fishing it just like a Carey Special. Retrieve it or
mooch it. It has been very successful in Lake Roosevelt and the Spokane Arm in
October and November the last three years. It also worked well at Diamond Lake

last fall and has taken both Cutts and Macks in Priest Lake.

MATERIALS

Hook: Mustad 9672 #8

Thread: Black

Wing: 3 olive green saddle hackletips

Hackle: Yellow saddle or hen

1. Pinch the barb and attach the tying thread
to the front of the hook.

2% Tie on three olive green saddle hackle tips
splayed out from the hook and spaced
equally around the shank.

3. Wind a soft, yellow hackle on the front
of the fly.

4, Form a head and whip finish.

UNCLE FRANK'S TIPS -

Being creatures of ego and innovation, fly
tyers are always '"improving' new patterns with
their own ideas. This is fun and sometimes
productive. However, one should always tie a
new pattern in its original form and give it

a try. After it has proven itself to be effec-
tive then one can experiment with variations.
You always have the original to fall back on.

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington




FLY OF THE MONTH

CLAY'S MIDGET NYMPH March 1991 Clay Findlay

Recently, while fishing Stoney Dodge Crick (not its real name), Clay Findlay did the
20-20 Club one step better by catching several 22" or better Rainbows on #22 flies.
The March fly of the month features the nymph pattern that did the job on those huge,
selective Rainbows. As a bonus, we give you the dry midge pattern that also scored
on the big 'Bows. Clay includes a couple of tips on fishing these tiny deceivers,
too. In size 22, the nymph is used for a midge imitation, but in size 20 or 18, it
works as a dark may fly nymph. The nymph worked best in faster water and the dry was
superior in the slow stretches. Clay uses a small line insert strike indicator when
fishins both nymph and dry.

MATERIALS:
Hook: #22, 20, 18
Thread: Black 8-0
Tail: 4 or 5 black hackle fibers

Rib: Fine copper wire
Body: Black fur dubbing
Thorax: Small peacock herl
ACTUAL SIZE

1. Pinch the barb, line the hook shank with
thread, tie in the tail fibers, and wire
ribbing.

2. Dub a small amount of fur on the thread and
form a slim tapered body.

3 Reverse wind the rib and tie off. Wind on
the peacock herl thorax. Form a head and

whip finish. @
+. BONUS TIME -- Clay's Z-Lon Adult Midge
Dubbed chinchilla fur and crinkley white or
clear Z-Lon are the components that form this
chunky little rascal. Dub the light gray
rear portion first, then tie in the Z-Lon
wing and trim to half a body length. Finish
by dubbing a couple of turns of darker gray
in front of the wing.

UNCLE FRANK'S TIPS

Here's a tip passed on to Uncle Frank by
Dave Holmes, who gleaned it from a recent issue
of American Fly Tyer and Angler. Pay a visit
to a sewing or fabric shop and purchase a
Fiskar scissor sharpener. They are made for
larger scissors but work just great on your
small fly tying ones. For a few bucks you
can make those expensive fly tying scissors
last indefinitely and always have the really BONUS @

sharp tool that is essential to good tvine. Sl =S T
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FLY OF THE MONTH

HANGING DAMSEL FLY May 1991 George Yamada
Here's a switch. We've been suspending chironomids for a long time. George decided
it would work for damsels as well, so he created this pattern. It has been deadly
on Dry Falls and Lenice during damsel nymph activity. Cast to rises or work it
around tulies and stumps. It works well in open water, also. Strikes are often

savage, so be careful.

MATERIALS :
Hook: 9671 or 9672, sizes 12-14
Thread: Olive
Tail: Marabou fibers about 3/8'" long
Body: Poly dubbing - golden amber, golden
olive, or light olive
Rib: Fine silver or gold wire
Thorax cover: Turkey wing fibers to match
body color
Suspender float: Styrofoam ball held
in place by nylon hose

] 1 Pinch the barb and line the hook with
thread. Tie in a sparse tail of marabou
fibers and attach the wire ribbing.

2% Form a tapered body of poly dubbing. Make
it slender at the tail and wider at the
thorax. Wind on the wire rib.

I Tie in the turkey thorax cover. Dub some
more poly on the thread and form a nice
fat thorax (George sometimes ties in a few
hackle fiber legs at this point but he
prefers the fly without legs).

zg - = L T = e

4. Bring the turkey wing fibers forward to
cover the thorax.

5. Tie in the styrofoam ball in the stocking
and whip finish.

CE LoreNsor~n
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FLY OF THE MONTH

RED CHIRONOMID October 1991 Jerry McBride

This month's pattern has been used for several years by Bob and Jerry McBride to catch
the big Lahontan Cutthroats at Lenore Lake in the Fall. The father and son duo fish
the fly under a strike indicator and suspend it just above the weeds. They have had
consistent success with the pattern, often when nothing else seems to work well. e
is simple to tie and very durable, important qualities when fishing for the large,
toothy Cuts. Jerry ties a variation with a fine silver rib and another with no tail.
The same fly in black is also a good pattern year around.

Hook: #3906, 12-10
Thread: Black, fine monochord
Tail and
Underbody: Pearl Flashabou or crystal
flash
Body: Red V-rib
Gills: White poly yarn

1. Pinch the barb and line the hook with thread.
Tie in two or three pieces of flashabou at
the bend of the hook with the ends doubled
under to form short loops that hang back.
Trim the loops to form a short tail.

2. Trim the end of the V-rib to a sharply tapered]
point and tie in at the bend of the hook.
Trimming the V-rib helps avoid a lump at this (::)

point. Wind the underbody of flashabou for-
ward and tie off. - .

3. Wind the V-rib over the underbodv and tie off. -
4 . Place the poly yarn on top of the hook and

hold in place with a couple of wraps of

thread.
S Twist the yarn to a right angle to the hook

shank and use cross wraps to secure it in
place, then trim the ends.

6. Form a small head and whip finish.

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington




FLY OF THE MONTH

KRYSTAL MINNOW November 1991 Gene Lorenson & Dick Odell

This month's pattern was originally tied as a salt water streamer with tropical
waters in mind, but it proved to be a fantastic producer for fresh silver salmon in
Alaska. After doing pretty well on the usual flies, we put on the Krystal Minnow

on the premise that the sea lice-laden salmon still remembered the succulent baitfish
on which they had been so receatly feeding. The change was instantaneous and amazing.
We began catching Cohos like crazy. Our spin fisherman even switched to flies. In
one small stream, a dozen salmon were hooked on the streamer and fishermen using
fresh salmon eggs took only one.

Hook: #3407 O'Shaughnessy or other salt
water hooks 4 - 4/0

Thread: Black monocord

Throat: White marabou

Wing: Bucktail and Krystal Flash of

various colors

Eyes: Yellow and black paint or lead
eyes painted yellow and black

Wind on tying thread behind the eye of the
hook only. Fasten a bunch of short marabou
as a throat.

1. Pinch that barb and sharpen that hook! <::>

2. Tie in a bunch of white bucktail as the first]
installment of your wing. You will use
three different colored bunches, so keep
each bunch small to maintain a slim streamer. (22)

3. Next take about six strands of pearl Krystal
Flash and fasten them in the middle and tie
Shem bask 82 edr gsrgpds, flov back alone

4. Now repeat steps two and three with char-
treuse bucktail and light green Krystal
Flash. Top this with blue or dark green
bucktail and dark green Krystal Flash. Top
with 8 to 12 strands of black Krystal Flash
and paint yellow eyes with black pupils on
the head of the fly.

5. Some juicy variations are made by changing
the bucktail and Krystal Flash colors. You
can add weight and action by using lead
eyes. For another nice touch, use a black
permanent marker to add vertical bars after
the wing is tied.

GEL
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FLY OF THE MONTH

LOWELL'S RAINBOW RELIABLE December 1991 Lowell Tveit

Last year, we featured Runge's Christmas Tree as December's fly of the month. This
year's pattern is almost as colorful. Lowell has had great success with this fly on
rainbows in many northwest lakes including Sprague, 4th of July, Chopaka, and
Whitetail. He fishes it deep with a sinking line with varied retrieves. 1'1l1l bet
if you left out the lead and greased it, this pattern would also fish dry very well.
It looks like a great pattern to include in your box.

Hooks: #8-10 L61F Eagle Claw, 9672 Mustad,
or equivalent
Thread: Olive or green mono
Tail: Red hackle fibers
Body: Orange-black variegated chenille
over lead wire
Hackle: Brown palmered
Wing: Green dyed deer or elk hair
1. Pinch that barb and sharpen that point.
Line the shank with thread, tie in a bunch (:)

of red hackle fibers for the tail and add
wraps of lead wire.

2. Tie in a brown hackle by the tip and leave
it dangling. Theun attach the chenille.

3. Wind the chenille forward to form the body,
then palmer the hackle evenly forward.

4. Take a fat bunch of green elk or deer hair
and tie in, using the proportions in the
illustration. Trim the head. whip finish.
and cement.
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