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December Meeting 

Rick Hafele 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

The December meeting consists of  

1. Changes to Club Bylaws 

2. Presentation and confirmation of 2021 Officers. 

Club members: Your votes are needed! 

1. The second part is Rick Hafele, well known to this 

club.   

Joining is easy! You’ll receive an email with specifics 

before, and a copy on December 8. That email will also 

contain contacts for help if you need it. 

 
 

My Fellow Members, 
 

This year continues to be one of challenges for us as 

well as for the rest of the world.   

In spite of this, we've found a way to connect with 

our members by way of Zoom technology.  Jon has 

put together another first class program for our De-

cember meeting in the person of Rick Hafele.   

Rick will talk about fly fishing still waters when he 

says, "Lakes fish to the beat of a different drum and 

this show will help you understand their rhythms. It 

covers the hatches, fly patterns, and tactics needed 

for success on lakes".  The meeting will start 

promptly at 7 pm on Tuesday December 8th. The 

first part of the meeting will concern the ratification 

by the members present of the Bylaws changes as 

well as the presentation and acceptance of our 2021 

Board of Directors.  Meantime, mask up, observe 

social distancing, limit travel and stay well.  See you 

all on the 8th. 

Toys for Tots Appeal Results  
By 

Bob Johnson, Treasurer 

On November 14, 2020, Jerry McBride sent a mes-
sage to the membership appealing for assistance in 
continuing the Club support for the Toys for Tots 
campaign sponsored here by the United States Marine 
Corps.  
 
In lieu of toys, Jerry requested donations be made to 
support this program with cash this year. 
 
As of November 28, the members of the club have 
donated over $1500 for the Toys for Tots campaign.   
 
In addition, $300 have been donated to the club to 
support the Christmas Non-Raffle fundraiser so far. 
 
IEFFC supports this community. Thank you. 
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Jay Simons 

Long time Inland Empire Fly Fishing 
Club member Jay Simons passed 
away on October 28, 2020.   
 
Jay was a member since 1974 and 
was owner of General Machinery in 
Spokane.  He loved fly fishing and 
was a loyal member of the club, 
keeping his membership for nearly 
50 years.   
 
Jay was a quiet individual and, un-
fortunately, was unable to be in-
volved in club activities in his later 
years.  Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the family. 

Christmas Non-Raffle 
by 

Guy Gregory 

As many of you are aware, our Christmas Raffle is the big fundraiser of the year, helping us keep our 
club afloat and, by extension, helping us help others. Activities like Kids Fishing, and support for public 
land access and enhancement, including Bayley Lake cleanups, boat ramp enhancement at Amber, sign-
age at Rocky Ford, and many projects large and small through the years. You members know your dol-
lars are spent on things we care about, and are leveraged by your volunteer participation and partner-
ships with like-minded agencies and clubs throughout the Inland Empire. 
 
Covid-19 has wrought havoc to conservation clubs and activities nationwide. Volunteer opportunities 
like Fin Clipping have been cancelled, due both to sponsoring agency unease and the inability to 
properly social distance during the activities. Most planned future events for at least the first half of 
2021 including the Bighorn Show and Kids Fishing are only probable at this point. In my opinion, until 
a reliable vaccine is widely available and administered, face to face activities are unlikely to occur. Es-
pecially for folks of our age group. 
 
And that’s a damn shame. Those of us who’ve been to Kids Fishing, or to the Ronald McDonald House 
function, know that face to face contact is irreplaceable. There’s thousands of our fellow citizens work-
ing to bring it back into our lives. But until they succeed, we’ve got to be vigilant. 
 
In order to be prepared for a future where we can be back at our vocations of teaching, caring for, and 
enhancing angling, we’ve got to have a club. And to have a club, we need funding.  The Board of Direc-
tors is considering some changes to relieve the burden on members, but this Christmas Raffle is hard to 
replace.  
 
Many of us prioritize donations to causes we love during the Holidays. Many of us donate to the club 
through raffle tickets during the Christmas Raffle. If you can, remember the Club during this season.  I 
chose to donate my usual raffle ticket purchase to the club. I miss the companionship of that evening, 
but, hey, maybe next year. Go Cougs!  
 
Again, if you can, please send a check to IEFFC,to Bob Johnson,  728 S. Grady Road, Spokane Valley, 
WA 99116. By the end of the year, if you please, and please note on your check it’s for the Christmas 
Raffle. 
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The Army Corps of Engineers on Wednesday, November 25, denied a permit for the proposed Pebble Mine in 
Alaska, likely dealing a death blow to a long-disputed project that aimed to extract one of the world’s largest de-
posits of copper and gold ore, but which threatened breeding grounds for salmon in the pristine Bristol Bay region. 
The fight over the mine’s fate has raged for more than a decade. The plan was scuttled years ago under the Obama 
administration, only to find new life under President Trump. But opposition, from Alaska Native American com-
munities, environmentalists and the fishing industry never diminished. 
 
On Wednesday, it failed to obtain a critical permit required under the federal Clean Water Act that was considered 
a must for it to proceed. In a statement, the Army Corps’ Alaska District Commander, Col. Damon Delarosa, said 
the mine, proposed for a remote tundra region about 200 miles from Anchorage, would be “contrary to the public 
interest” because “it does not comply with Clean Water Act guidelines.” 
 
Opponents said the large open-pit operation, which would dig up and process tens of millions of tons of rock a 
year, would irreversibly harm breeding grounds for salmon that are the basis for a sports-fishing industry and a 
large commercial fishery in Bristol Bay. Salmon are also a major subsistence food of Alaska Natives who live in 
small villages across the region. 
 
Pebble is the largest known undeveloped copper ore body in the world, measured by either the amount of con-
tained metal or the amount of ore.  It contains 5.94 billion tonnes of ore as "measured and indicated mineral re-
sources" (=proven) grading 0.78% CuEQ, containing 55 billion pounds of copper, 67 million ounces of gold and 
3.3 billion pounds of molybdenum; 
 
That makes gold value alone today (roughly $US 1800/oz) $120 billion dollars and change in place. 
 
The November victory for conservation groups is, for now, a good thing, but with no permanent protections in 
place this is unlikely to be the last chapter of this story. 

Stocking Stuffer Idea 
By Lee Funkhouser 

A company called Camellia Print has a very cool 
window decal depicting a brown trout breaking 
through the window while chasing a fly.  They’ve 
got other fish, too…. 
 
You can link to them at:   
 
https://camelliaprint.com/collections/fish-hnd 
  
I might just order one for my truck. 

Pebble Mine 
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2020 Steelhead Counts  
from Idaho Dept. of Fish and Game 

Leon and Steve Double Up 
 

Steve Boharski and Leon 
Buckles show how it’s 
done in October,  
 
Somewhere in Montana 

2020 run an improvement over 2019, but we’ve a ways to go to get to average. 



Roster corrections 
by  

Lee Funkhouser 

Bob Johnson has a new address:  728 S. Grady Rd. Spokane Valley, WA 99116 
 
Bob Harley has a new email address: bobharley@me.com 
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Trout Unlimited Appeal:  Columbia gillnets, 
headwater mines, and barrier assessment 

TU Washington Council informs us: Two months ago, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 
commissioners voted to return gill nets to the mainstream of the Columbia river. This change in policy will hurt 
native fish recovery by trapping endangered fish indiscriminately. Gill nets are not selective, they catch and kill 
whatever swims into them. At Trout Unlimited, we are working to ensure fish habitat remains sustainable for 
years to come. We are already working with legislators and the governor’s office to repeal the gill net rule 
change. We also anticipate multiple bills will be introduced in Olympia to repeal the new suction dredge mining 
bill that was passed last year. We are gearing up to fight any changes. 
 
A mine has been proposed for the headwaters of the Skagit River in Vancouver, BC. Because there are other 
mines planned in BC we have teamed up with both the Idaho and Montana TU councils to have our state gov-
ernments engage BC lawmakers. This fight to protect and restore fisheries in Washington is far from over, and 
we are committed to success through staff and volunteer advocacy efforts in Olympia. But, we need you to join 
us in this fight to protect fish and remove gill nets from the Columbia.  
 
Additionally, The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that WA State must fund the work necessary to replace all cul-
verts on state land that represent a significant barrier to migrating fish. Although the ruling applied only to state 
lands, all landowners, including federal, county and private, are now aware that problem barriers must be re-
placed. Given that there are as many as 40,000 culverts around the state, and not all are equally harmful to fish, 
there is an immediate need to assess and prioritize culverts regarding potential impacts. 
 
WATU State Council has created a unique partnership with WDFW to train and deploy a team of TU volunteers 
willing and able to conduct these assessments. We’re currently working to finalize the processes and procedures 
necessary to begin conducting the assessments after it becomes safe to do so – we will always keep the safety of 
our volunteers at the top of our priorities. Barrier Assessment Team (BAT Team) training is scheduled for April 
18, 2021 in Ellensburg. See https://washingtontu.org/ for more information. 

The only trip news of the month 
By 

Guy Gregory 

Two of our club members recently went on a fishing trip. They spared no expense, buying new outfits and wad-
ers, renting the finest lodge accommodations at an exclusive resort, hiring guides, eating wonderful food and 
drinking the finest beverages. They spend a fortune!  
 
The first day of fishing, they caught nothing. The same thing happens on the second day. While they got strikes 
on the third day, nothing to hand. Finally, on the last day of their trip,  one of the men catches a small fish. As 
they’re driving home they’re really depressed. One guy turns to the other and says, “Do you realize that this one 
lousy fish we caught cost us five thousand bucks?”  
 
The other guy says, “Wow! Then it’s a good thing we didn’t catch any more!”  
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FLY OF THE MONTH 
 

Snail Fly  December 2020    Gary Borger               

During the November Zoom meeting, Gary Borger discussed stillwater techniques and sang the praises of the 
Snail fly. He describes it: “Fish the fly any and every way possible in lakes and ponded areas of streams. I may fish it with 
a Strip/Tease retrieve or simply cast and allow it to sink. I’ll fish it under a Styrofoam indicator in the waves (Wave Bobbing) 
or heave and retrieve fast with long strips interspersed with short strips. I may fish it on a full floating line and long leader or 
use a sinking line or sink tip. In other words, get in in the water and try a bunch of different retrieves. This thing works!”  
It’s very easy to tie, and looks very, very fishy.  See https://www.garyborger.com/2011/11/09/tying-the-snail-fly/ 

Hook:  Mustad 3906 or equivalent, Size 10-14 
Thread:  6/0 black 
Body:  Peacock Herl 
Rib:  Fine copper wire 
Hackle:  Brown or dun hackle fore and aft 
Optional:  Fine wire or tungsten bead weight 

 

 

 
 
 
 
This is a very simple fly to tie, though the pictures show I can fumble through it anyway. 
Build a thread base on the hook, advanced to about the barb. Tie in a standard size brown 
hackle at that point, and a piece of copper wire for the rib. Wind the hackle 4 times, and tie 
off. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tie in a bundle of 5-6 peacock herl. Wrap the herl forming a bundle, and wind forward to 
about 2 head lengths behind the eye, and tie off.  Counter wrap the copper wire to strength-
en the body against the inevitable violent slashing hits you anticipate. Tie off.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tie in another hackle, and wrap 4 times for the forward hackle. Tie off. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Build a head, whip finish, and you’re done! 
 
Variations: Tie in a bead head or weight the hook. 
      Dun hackles are nice. 
      Tie in a silver tinsel tag, and call it a Bivisible. Cutthroat will love you.  
      A mallard overwing might be very, very effective.  
 
      Gary says you don’t need any of that, this is effective as is!  



Daynes Lake 
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FFI Happenings 

IEFFC Officers and Board of Directors 

President: Bob Schmitt 
Vice President: Jon Bowne 

Treasurer: Bob Johnson 
Secretary: Jerry Harms 
Mike Marshall (2020) 
Matt Anderson (2021) 
Doug Brossoit (2022) 

 
Membership Committee Chair: Steve Dixon 

 
Contact information for all Officers, Directors, and Committee Chairs are in the 2020 Roster. If 
you’ve inquiries, email flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com 

FLYLEAF CONTRIBUTIONS 

Your input is welcome!  If you have articles to contribute to the Fly Leaf, make sure you 
send them to the newsletter email: flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com before the last Friday of the 
Month! Lee and Guy will get your story, your fly of the month, whatever, into the next 
issue...  
 

FFI Online: A great way to tap into the larger com-
munity of fly anglers 
 
https://flyfishersinternational.org/page/FFIOnline 
 
Is your link to FFI online. On that page, you can link 
to webinars and chats with some of the legends of our 
sport and the angling community. 
 
This Tuesday, Jim Ferguson discusses hairwing con-
version of classic Salmon patterns.  
 
On Monday December 7, Jen Ripple, publisher of 
Dun Magazine, will discuss the history of Women in 
Flyfishing.  
 
The lineup changes weekly, but this site makes se-
lecting and connecting easy… just show up at the 
time of the event, and click to join! 


