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Phil Rowley 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

 Unfortunately COVID-19 still has not been brought under 

control.  The in–person October meeting is cancelled.  

In it’s place, Phil Rowley will join us via Zoom presenting 

on Tactics for Tough Days.  An angler, tyer, author and host 

in multiple media, Phil is no stranger to our club. He's an 

acknowledged expert on stillwater fishing in the inland 

Northwest and Kootenay region.  Connect with Phil at http://

www.flycraftangling.com/ 

Specifics (time, connection details, etc.) for the  Zoom meet-

ing will be following soon via email.  Pour yourself a bever-

age and join us! 

 
 

President’s Message, continued 
 
they had some fabulous cutthroat fishing.  It was during 
the time when it was in the 90’s here in Spokane.  Jake 
reported that they had heavy frost every night.  
 
Again, don’t forget to save the evening of Tuesday, 
October 13 for our first ever ZOOM! meeting. 

My Fellow Members 
 
ATTENTION!!! Because of the pandemic were going to try 
something new.  Using modern technology and the skill of 
Jon Bowne, our Vice President and Program chairman, we’re 
going to hold our first ever ZOOM! meeting.  The presenter 
will be the venerable PHIL ROWLEY.  The discussion topic 
will be ‘TACTICS FOR TOUGH DAYS’.  I’m looking for-
ward to hearing what Phil has to say.   
 
I’ve spent many a late Fall day on the water with no bugs 
hatching, the side finder telling me there are lots of fish in 
the water column, and after throwing everything at them but 
the kitchen sink, I fail to generate a take.  Maybe Phil has the 
answer.  The meeting will be held on the second Tuesday of 
the month, October 13.   
 
Any Internet capable device will work, e.g. desktop pc, lap-
top, tablet or smart phone.  If your device has a camera and a 
microphone, you can participate be asking questions, etc.  
You’ll be receiving detailed instructions via the Flyleaf on 
how to log onto the meeting.  Please save the evening of Oc-
tober 13th and join us for an education on how to make fish 
bite when nothing else seems to be working. 
 
Elsewhere in the fishing world, some of our brethren have 
been on the water this summer with some success.  Fr David 
Kuttner had limited success at Walker Lake in the past cou-
ple of weeks.  There was a nasty algae bloom in the water, 
but he still managed to catch a fair number of fat 18 inch 
rainbows that were full of small scuds.  Just in the past few 
days he had great success down at Amber using various Blob 
patterns.  Back in August, Jake Nelson flew he and his neph-
ew into the back country of Idaho to a high mountain lake 
where  
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Some interesting recent articles on the Web 
Selected by Guy Gregory 

 

A charming and personal biography of Tom Rosenbauer of the Orvis Company: 
 

https://www.orvis.com/tom-rosenbauer 
 
A beautifully photographed article on Tom Morgan Rodmakers 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/21/travel/montana-fly-fishing-rods.html 
 

A brief video about angling and working in the Bob Marshall Wilderness for a bit 
 

https://vimeo.com/459483148 
 

A link to Spokane’s own Josh Mills’ #fliesforfirerelief campaign...getcha some! 
 

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/fliesforfirerelief/ 
 

Idaho DFW’s recent Clearwater Steelhead Report 
 

https://idfg.idaho.gov/blog/2020/09/clearwater-river-steelhead-update 
 

Washington’s latest emergency rule change on Steelhead: 
 

https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/erule.jsp?id=2565 
 

Wild Steelhead over Lower Granite since 2009 
Joe Dupont, Idaho DFW 
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Learn from your ancient angling ancestors 
By Matthew Lourdeau, Trout and Feather.com 

 

 
Imagine the first angler who stumbled upon what is now a famous river - like the Battenkill, the Madison, or the 
Snake. Think about the pristine quality of the watershed. Consider the flourishing population of big, wild fish he 
would have encountered. Envision what he must have felt… what had to have been going through his mind. 
I know what wasn’t going through his mind. “I don’t know if I’m ever going to catch these fish!” 
 
Why is that? Because he (or she) was an angler. And without even knowing what species of fish was in the river 
he would be confident in his ability to catch a few. He was an angler: he would be confident in which spots to tar-
get, which approaches to take, and when to call it quits. 
 

Believe it or not, but you have a lot 
more in common with this adept an-
cient angler then you might think. 
Sure, your gear is different and you’re 
not fishing for sustenance. But other-
wise, you’re both fishing and you’re 
both fishermen. So why the history 
lesson? For all the energy and effort 
that we put into catching fish, there are 
some simple patterns and processes 
that work. They’ve stood the test of 
time. 
 
Our primitive piscivorous progenitor 
also looked to riffles, runs, and pools. 
As they still do today, fish moved with 
the light and the temperature and the 
seasons. Big fish chase little fish, 
which means the big fish are going to 
be just on the perimeters of where the 
little fish hide. Don’t disturb the water, 
cast a shadow, or create a silhouette. 
Some angling truths are universal. Our 

earliest ancestors knew this and our grandparents knew this. I know this and you know this. 
 
What this means is that you shouldn’t ever say “I don’t know if I’m ever going to catch these fish!” 
 
Situations you’re faced with may very well be intimidating. A front just came through. No bugs are hatching. It is 
a brand new river. They didn’t hit the first fly you threw at them. Getting past that first discouragement or frustra-
tion is key. Once you blow the candles out on that tiny pity party, you can start to diagnose what is actually going 
on. Focus on the high percentage spots. Fish the patterns you have confidence in. Focus. Be patient. Hunt. Re-
member you usually have to earn it, and that the times when it all clicks are the result of paying your dues and 
simple repetition. 
 
One more question (which you may very well be asking): Why bring up primeval fisher-folk and pop psychology 
instead of sharing a new fly or leader formula or casting cadence? Because I, and probably no one else, is going to 
build a better mousetrap. Once you lean back on what you’ve learned and what you’ve experienced, focus on what 
is in front of you, and just fish… that is more valuable than trying to incorporate some trendy new technique that 
you’re completely unfamiliar with. 
- 
Get into the practice of remembering all that and you’ll have something else in common with your fishing fore-
bearer: you can just fish, not worry about the newest thousand-dollar rod. 



 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

Phil and Jerry’s Alaskan Adventure 
By  

Jerry McBride 

Phil and I left Spokane August 12 and drove over to Woodinville.  Norm Primc who many of you know put 
us up for the night at his home.  The next morning past IEFFC member Mike Garofano drove the four of us 
and all of our gear to Sea Tac for a morning flight to Anchorage, Alaska.  From Anchorage we flew on to 
King Salmon where we stayed overnight.  The next morning we took a 45 minute flight by float plane out to 
the Becharof Rapids Fishing Camp on the Egegik River.  The Egegik River flows out of Becharof Lake 
which I am told is the largest lake in Alaska.  The Egegik River is 28 miles long and flows into Bristol Bay. 
 
Our camp was a few miles downstream from where the river 
flows out of Becharof Lake.  The river is very shallow in most 
places and quite wide yet has a noticeable current. 
 
Due to COVID-19 cancelations there were a total of seven guests 
in camp where there normally are 14.  We each got our own 
“cabin” that had a door, a window, a light bulb, a small shelf and 
two beds.  Considering that every item in camp is ferried up the 
river from the small native village of Egegik on Bristol Bay or 
flown in from King Salmon we were living in the lap of luxury. 
 
The camp is run by Dave and Nancy Mandich on land owned by 
an Alaskan native.  The camp has a main building where meals 
are served and there is an area with couches where guests can sit 
around and socialize.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions we had all of our meals and socialized outside under a 
covered deck.  Fortunately the weather was reasonable so that was not a problem and the food was outstand-
ing.   
 
During our four and one half days of fishing we were divided up between Mitch and Dave, the two guides.  
We headed out to fish in very large versions of John boats with 100 + horsepower jet type outboard motors.  
When we got to where we were going to fish the guide would beach the boat and we would spread out along 
shore to fish. 
 
I brought about 50 flies mostly tied Clouser Minnow style with dumbbell eyes and heavily weighted in colors 

of purple, pink, chartreuse and orange.  Purple and pink seemed to work 
the best.  Most of the time I used a floating line with a 5’ high density 
sink tip.  I tried a 16’ sink tip, but it was not useable at all.  A straight 
floating line with a longer leader and heavily weighted fly also worked.  
I used 20 pound test tippet. 
 
Sometimes the fish simply wouldn’t take a fly.  Both guides said the 
hardest way to catch a coho salmon is with a fly.  To demonstrate they 
brought out the spinning gear and threw out either salmon roe or a soft 
plastic egg and instantly caught fish.  We all wanted to take home the 
allowed 100 pounds of fish so when we couldn’t catch them on flies we 
used the spinning gear and it worked amazingly well. 
 
After watching how well the plastic eggs worked I threaded one on my 
tippet and tied on a Clouser Minnow.  The 16 mm plastic egg slid down 
to the fly and the dumbbell eyes kept it from sliding down onto the fly.  

At times this combination worked like gangbusters! 
 
Late morning of our last day of fishing I went one step further and with a floating line I put on a large indica-
tor with the egg/Clouser suspended below it.  Instant success!  After I caught three or four fish with the new 
combination the guide announced it was time to go back to camp for lunch.  I would have given up lunch to 
stay out there and fish, but camp policy is that no one is left alone due to the presence of brown bears.  We 
came back to the same spot after lunch but my new combination no longer worked. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Our beloved Artist-in-Residence, Stan Miller, has a painting published in the Septem-
ber, 2020 issue of Gray’s Sporting Journal, accompanying a story entitled “Bunch of 
Bull”, about the venerated Bull Trout.  Check it out! 
 

Stan Miller in the September Gray’s 

Rosters and corrections 
By  

Lee Funkhouser 

There is one email address correction this month. 
 
Jake Nelson   jcn951@outlook.com 
 
If your information is incorrect or you need your information updated, please contact us 
at flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com and we will include the corrections in a future newsletter. 
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Phil and Jerry’s Alaskan Adventure 
continued 

Speaking of brown bears, the night before we got to camp a brown bear got through the electric fence that 
surrounds camp and got in a garbage can.  Every day the guides would clean the fish and then take the re-
mains and dump them on the other side of the river which is about 400 yards away.  A brother – sister pair 
of brown bears they called the “twins” would show up in the evening to feed on the remains.  Every night a 
larger bear would appear and run the twins off to feed on what was left.   We also saw lots of ptarmigan, a 
fox and a weasel. 
 
On the last morning our gear and boxes of vacuum packed fish were loaded in the two boats and we went to 
the spot where the two float planes picked us up. After a 45 minute flight we were back in King Salmon.  
Twelve hours later we were back at Sea Tac.  It was a great trip and I would do it again. 
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FLY OF THE MONTH 
 

Steelhead Bomber  October 2020    Fly Tyer magazine               

Bombers are the number one dry fly for salmon anglers on the East coast of North America and steelhead anglers 
in the West. They are highly effective, easy to keep afloat, and skate like mad. Designed in the 1960s by Rever-
end Elmer Smith for use on the Miramichi River, they are now tied in every imaginable combination of colors. In 
an interview with the late fly tying great Warren Duncan, of Saint John, New Brunswick, Reverend Smith said he 
got the idea for the Bomber while watching a young boy catching sea-run brown trout using a deer-hair mouse on 
Maine’s York River.   

Hook:  Mustad 9672 or equivalent, Size 2-8 
Thread:  6/0 black 
Tail and Wing White Calf tail 
Body:  Spun Deer body hair, your choice of color 
Hackle:  Saddle hackle, your choice of color 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Divide a generous bunch of calf tail into two bunches.  Tie in one bunch for the wing, then 
move to the back tying in a calf tail tail, cutting the butts square to meet the butts of the 
calf tail wing. Build thread base on both bunches from the hook point forward to the wing. 
Return thread to tail, half hitch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spin successive deer hair bunches. Each bunch should be about the size of the hook gap. 
Continue spinning clumps of deer hair onto the shank—one in front of the other—until you 
reach the wing. After adding each clump, firmly pack (press) the hair back toward the bend 
using your fingers or a hair-packing tool. If using your fingers, be careful not to slip or 
you’ll stick yourself on the hook point.  
 
   
 
 
 
Begin clipping the hair, first flat on top, bottom, and sides, then clip off the corners so it’s 
eight sided, then again until it starts to look round. Keep round off the corners, forming a 
cigar-shaped body. Take your time, and be careful not to clip off too much hair; you can 
always trim it a little shorter, but you can’t put it back. Be sure to cut the hair short in the 
hook gap.  
 
 
 
Restart the thread in front of the wing. Spiral-wrap the thread down the body in five wide 
turns to just in front of the tail. Select two orange saddle hackles. The length of the hackle 
fibers should equal the width of the hook gap. Tie in the tips of the hackles on the far side 
of the hook with the “good” or outer side of the feathers facing away from the fly. Make 
five wide spiral thread wraps forward to the base of the wing. Wrap the hackles forward 
together through the body; make five even spiral wraps. Tie off the feathers at the base of 
the wing and clip the surplus. Wrap the thread forward in front of the wing. Wrap a thread 
head large enough to support the wing at a 45-degree angle. Whip-finish and clip the 
thread. Apply clear head cement to the thread head.  



Alan Liere notes in the Spokesman that Hannah Coles of north Spokane kicked off the first week of school by 
reeling in a 5-pound, 28-inch chinook in full nuptial coloration from just below the surface of Long Lake’s up-
per reaches. Surprise and disbelief marked the event, as she was blading for walleye, and was a long way from 
the nearest chinook possibility in Lake Coeur d’Alene. The whole experience was a fitting way to begin her 
Master’s program in fisheries biology at EWU. 
 

Daynes Lake 

CANADIAN BORDER TRAVEL 

 
 The United States and Canada have agreed to keep their shared border closed for nonessential travel through at 
least October 21 to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. The restrictions on the world's longest frontier took 
effect on March 21, while allowing trade and other travel deemed essential to continue. The initial partial ban was 
to expire soon, but the neighboring countries have decided it is not safe to allow traffic to fully resume.  The most 
recent extension of the ban was announced September  18, 2020. 

Acting U.S. Homeland Security Department Secretary Chad Wolf also confirmed the border travel ban extension 
on Twitter. “We continue to work with our Canadian and Mexican partners to slow the spread of #COVID19. 
Accordingly, we have agreed to extend the limitation of non-essential travel at our shared land ports of entry 
through October 21.” 
This is the sixth time that the governments have extended the border restrictions since they were first introduced 
in March when countries began to issue travel bans to limit Covid-19 pandemic cases. 
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Our first Scholarship Recipient is already a success! 

IEFFC Officers and Board of Directors 

President: Bob Schmitt 
Vice President: Jon Bowne 

Treasurer: Bob Johnson 
Secretary: Jerry Harms 
Mike Marshall (2020) 
Matt Anderson (2021) 
Doug Brossoit (2022) 

 
Membership Committee Chair: Steve Dixon 

 
Contact information for all Officers, Directors, and Committee Chairs are in the 2020 Roster. If 
you’ve inquiries, email flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com 

FLYLEAF CONTRIBUTIONS 

Your input is welcome!  If you have articles to contribute to the Fly Leaf, make sure you 
send them to the newsletter email: flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com before the last Friday of the 
Month! Lee and Guy will get your story, your fly of the month, whatever, into the next 
issue...  
 


