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COMMONS

February 11th, 2020 FEBRUARY PROGR}\AM )

Wet Fly Hour: 5:30 p.m. Chi P O6Bri en

Dinner: 6:30 p.m.

PRESI DENT6S MESS This is our Mal

meeting and bringing a
guest is welcomed, but not
required.

By Bob Schmitt

Gentlemen,
Speaking of fly fishing, I, and some of the brethren to inclu§l
Jerry Harms, Lee Funkhouser, Jerry McBride, Mark Pinch, Lo
Tveit plus Fr David Kuttnerdecided to get in one last day of fis . R .
ing at Fourth of July lake before it froze up. The date was Thf@QuUrownCh i p O & Bur pragmam pre-
day, Jan 8. Going up the freeway hill westbound on 190 at 7 aghsenter.

I noted that the outside temp was 27 degrees. Upon arriving af e will be presenting a program reflecting the lifestyle
Viking in Sprague, | saw that the temperature had dropped tq e anglers and their non-angler wives often live
degrees. During breakfast there was much speculation amon g\]/%ry day

group as to whether there would be any ice on the lalary '
McBride had been at Fourth of July the previous Thursday and §ad ) . L ) .
excellent fishing with the water temp at 41 degrees. Since fh&ravels With Chip” will highlight a number of his favorit
weather had been fairly mild since then, we thought the IgKishing spots in the Western United States, as well as s
would be ice free. When we arrived at the lake, we immediatgbf the more recent family adventures. Fishing venues in
realized that our previous speculation regarding the possibilityf efuded will be California: Keswick Reservoir, Manzanita
?ce was very wrong. Thgre was a quarter of an inch of ice co Q'ake, Burney Creek and the Desolation Wilderness. Or
ing the entire lake. The gr figsh%riesdir‘?dﬁde:%%n% Lakd! Bvyhed River, MdibnGi

to stop us since this was probably our last shot at getting in a d Deschutes. He will also th .
fishing since the weather was predicted to get much colder. | S§/6" @nd upper beschutes. He will aiso throw in some
ges from his trip to Yel

we launched our boats and turned them into ice breakers.
broke a path thru the ice to the other end of the lake with ever
straining their eyes to see if we could observe any open w

some open water (I later suggested he see an optometrist). Afiyi r e t ower , a Nantucket
way, arriving at the other end of the lake with no open water t %rk

had, we drove our boats back and forth, breaking up the ice injor-

der to create a place to fish. About the time we arrived at the ollaL

end of the lakeJohn Bennetarrived back at the launch. He saidp ; o s gent 6s Mess a ge (continued)

he could plainly hear our ice breaking efforts. Apparently, all that

noise severely spooked the fish to the point that in two hours onte February meeting is dfuesday Feb. 11 and we plan to

Jerry and Lee had any takes. The rest of us motored back to f{age the ladies join us again We o1l | have cor
rock of Gibraltar where some open water had developed. VYg well as some very nice raffle items to include exquisite burl
fished for another two hours with no better luck than before, so Wgod fly/ jewelry boxes from our owBenny Carsoras well

loaded our boats and headed home. Pulling away from the lak@slsome premium chardonnay. Al§bhi p Oié plani e n
mentioned taJerry Harmg¢ hat one di dnot havegta Beeséeredtit®n d@hich 1 6n

thiS, but it Cel’tainly helped On the other hand we both agreed tga?ds to everyone and see you at the February meeting_
the fine fellowship and camaraderie made the trip worthwhile.
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JAMES C. BROCK

2-13-1933 TO 316-2020

Many of you will remember Jim Brock from either fishing or as some-
one you could take your gun to for maintenance or repair. Jim was a
member of the Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club since 1987, retaining
his membership until his death.

Jim was born February 13, 1933 in Bemis, TN. Jim joined the U.S.
Army January 1951 and retired in 1972 as a Command Sergeant
Major. He served proudly in Vietham and Korea.

Jim is survived by his wife of 65 years, Shirley J. Brock and two
daughters, Imae J. Oaksford, (Robert), and Debra A. Conery. He
also has four grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by sons, James W. and Timothy A. Brock.

After retirement Jim opened Brocks Gunsmithing in Spokane and
worked for 47 years. Jim designed, repaired, and offered the finest of
gunsmithing here in the PNW, training many other men to go into gunsmithing. Jim also
taught gunsmithing at the Spokane Community College. He retired a second time at the
age of 83. His greatest passion was climbing mountains in Alaska and roaming the vast
regions. From an early age as a boy, he loved hunting and fishing his entire life and being
in nature in remote landscapes.

He will certainly be missed. His family is in our thoughts and prayers.

PAST PRESIDENT
Phil Beck

Newly elected PresideBiob Schmitt
had the pleasure of awarding outgo-
ing PresidenPhil Beckwith a paint-
ing done by IEFFC Artist in Resi-
denceStan Miller. Phil did an out-
standing job as President and the
IEFFC is extremely appreciative of
his accomplishments. Thank you,
Phil, for your dedication and hard
work through out your journey
through the chairs.
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DID YOU KNOW

By Jerry McBride

Bob Johnsonis an adventurous guy. | was told that he took up playing hockey when he was in his

|l ate 5006s so | asked JIsanmasarbacthockey team.and th€yuneedeslano ut
assistant coach. Bob went out and bought skates, learned to skate and became the assistant coach.
He had so much fun that within a year of learning to skate he joined a hockey league. Someone

gave him a hard check and he ended up having shoulder surgery. When he recovered he went back
to playing hockey and got another hard check that injured his other shoulder. At this point, Bob
decided to hang up his skates. He still loves hockey as a spectator. Bob and his wife Debbie are
season ticket holders for the Spokane Chiefs. They sit right next to Jim and Laura Athearn who

also are season ticket holders. Bob and Jim got acquainted and learned that they both fly fished.

Jim invited Bob to a fly club meeting. Bob joined and is now our club treasurer.

When | asked Bob if he had a picture all |
suited up for hocke He
then asked if | would like to see a picture « ‘ i
him flying through the air. That sounded il
teresting so | of course said yes. Bob con™
from a family where his mom and dad plus =~
his siblings all rode dirt bikes out in the de,
sert in southern California.

Bob decided he liked four wheels rather thg
two under him so he built a Baja racer. H
was competing in a race in Las Vegas wh{
the picture of him was taken. Bob wenton

participate in the Baja 1000. Unfortunately

his car broke down and he wasnét able to finis

Bob and his father started Johnson & Father Precision Machine in Santa Ana. They made parts for

the space shuttle, aircraft and racing cars. When his father retired Bob bought out his interest and
became the sole owner. He eventually moved the business from Santa Ana California to Coeur
d6Al ene and after 23 years in business shut it
company. He plans to retire at the end of this year.

DUES ARE DUE

REMEMBER THE INCREASE

Dues are nov§ 75 per year.

Dues are due March 1st.
Payments can be brought to the meeting in February, or sent to our
Post Office Box, which i$EFFC, P.O. Box 2926, Spokane, WA
99220
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PRESIDENTS AWARDS

By Phil Beck

Outgoing Presider®hil Beckcompleted his duties by awarding the final Presidents Awards for
2019. Accepting awards at the January meeting ark PinchandSteve Ronholt.

Mark was our 2019 Poacher and did an awesome job digging up dirt on fellow IEFC members. He
now has a target on his back and we expect him to contribute greatly to the treasury this year as
members seek their revenge. Poacher is a thankless and difficult job. Mark performed admirably
throughout the year and we enjoyed many amazing stories this past year. Thank you Mark!

Steve partnered up with fellow IEFFC member
 Ladin Langemaro produce the Runje Releaser
training video we have posted on our website. (
effort to assist fisherman in proper handling of fiy
is ongoing and this video is one more way to hejs
that effort. The video is well made, informative |,
and we certainly appr
tribution. Thank you Steve and Ladin.

Mark Pinc

Steve Ronholt

IEFFC LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP

Hannah Coles

We were honored to have Hannah Coles present at our Janu
meeting. Hannah is the first recipient of the IEFFC Legacy S
arship. She was accompanied by Fisheries Professor Dr. Pa
Spruell.

Hannah was born in Anaconda, MT, moved to Spokane whe
was 5yearsold, and has been here ever since. She will be grg
ating from Eastern Washington University with a Bachelor of SSss§
ence Degree in Biology with an emphasis in Fisheries this cogs
Spring. She has been working in the Fisheries Research Ceng
EWU under Dr. Paul Spruell and Dr. Allan T Scholz. She is t
student president of the Eastern Washingtorwsubof the
American Fisheries Society WBC Chapter. She is planning on attending graduate school to pur-
sue a Master's Degree in Biology either at EWU or WSU. She worked for the Kalispel Tribe Natu-
ral Resources Department this past summer as a Fisheries Technician Il on the removal of Brook
Trout in Sullivan Creek in Pend Oreille County WA. to help the native Westslope Cutthroat Trout
populations. She hopes to one day work as &taitistician, fish biologist, in resource manage-

ment, or other similar positions in the Pacific NW for a local tribe or state government. She hopes
to work with others to preserve, conserve, and restore our fish populations so there are stable and
thriving populations for present and future generations to experience the sport of fishing just as we
have.
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GRANDE RONDE RIVER LAND PURCHASE

By Jim Athearn

On Tuesday, January 28, the Wild Steelhead Coalition signed the pa-
pers to purchase angre parcel on the lower Grande Ronde River
from Lynn ARadar o Miller, thus paving the way for this
open to the public forevel.ocated near several very popular steelhead
fishing spots, public access to the river through this property has been
allowed for many years due to an easement arrangement between Mr.
Miller and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

(WDFW). When Mr. Miller decided to sell his property, the Inland
Empire Fly Fishing Club (IEFFC) and the Wild Steelhead Coalition
(WSC) stepped in and worked out a deal whereby the WSC would pur-
chase the land with charitable donations and then donate it to the
WDFW to manage and operate in perpetuity for public access.

Many IEFFC members made generous donations, as well as 13 re-
gional clubs and organizations, and many members of the pUthlere
was wonderful regional support for this project which is so gratifying
since it will now remain available for everyone in the region and beyond taJaosh.Mills, WSC, was instrumental rep-
resenting WSC throughout the process to insure its success. It would not have happened witHout hira.n @Mlark t h a n k
Pinchenough for his guidance and hard work with the title company and others to keep us on track through a few real
estate fAdetail so Ohcautse, vewene extrdmelylucky that thé land owner,.Radar Miller, was

more interested in seeing this property remain open to the public than turning the bigger profit he might have gotten if he
sold it to a private entity.

Josh Mills

This is a real success story for steelhead anglers and the Northwest.

ROCKY FORD CREEK

Whereds t he

The fish are there, but the size is not. On a recent trip to Rocky Ford Creek there were fish caught, but they
ranged from 8 to 14 inches ling. Some larger fish were observed in the water, but those were few and far be-
tween. What has happened to the fishery?

Jerry McBridereached out to District 5 Fisheries Biologist Mike Schmuck and he sent a video showing Trout
Lodge planting large trout in the creek. He did admit, though, that they were likely behind in the stocking

due to a management change on site. He said a gentle reminder is probably needed.

It is sad that it has gotten to this point and we hope the creek returns to the glory days of the past. For now it
is still among the few winter options and will be fished. If we see progress we will report it to the club mem-
bers.

For those interested, the video link is as followsps://youtu.be/gPgW1ZHH|H4
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https://youtu.be/gPqW1ZHHjH4

