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Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

It is difficult to believe that my year of service as Presi-

dent of IEFFC is drawing to a close.  I feel that is has 

been both a typical and an atypical year.  Typical in 

that, as usual, a dedicated and varied group of people 

have contributed in many ways by serving the club in 

its operation, meetings, board functions, charitable en-

deavors, and conservation efforts.  This is what we 

have done year in and year out for many decades, and 

will continue to do in our service to our fisheries, the 

sport of fly fishing, and to our club members as a 

group.  Thank you to each and every one who have do-

nated with programs, fly tying and boxes of flies, pro-

ject work, board service, suggestions, and camaraderie.  

 

But this has also been an ATYPICAL year.  We were 

presented with a unique opportunity and challenge 

when Jim Athearn and I learned of the potential avail-

ability of the Grande Ronde acreage.  As a club we 

have taken advantage of this opportunity to guarantee 

public access and the immense challenge that it en-

tailed.  By virtue of the MAJOR effort by Jim Athearn 

with very significant professional assistance from Mark 

Pinch and the aid of Bill Papesh, Bob Burton, and my-

self we are making it happen.  IEFFC’s contribution of 

$2,000 and over $9,000 in private donations from 

IEFFC members were vital to the accomplishment of 

this goal.  Also we have had another atypical situation 

to deal with, and that has been the dire need to address 

our club finances.  I feel very good about the efforts put 

forth on the club's behalf by our entire Board and advi-

sory members in the resolution for this situation.  I am 

confident that almost all, if not all, of our members un-

derstand the need for support this resolution.  

DRINK & DINNER PRICE INCREASE 

Increasing liquor and food prices have finally put 

us in a position of having to make an increase in 

our drink and dinner prices. The dinner will be 

priced at $25.00.  The drinks will be increased 

by $1.00 over previous pricing.  We have looked 

at other options and Mukogawa is still the best 

venue available to us.  We hope this does not cre-

ate a hardship for any of our members.  

Our annual meeting does not include a 

program, but it is a special time for 

members to get together.  It is also our 

major fund raising event.  We look for-

ward to your presence at the meeting 

where we will also honor our Fly Fisher-

man of the Year and elect our 2020 offi-

cers. 

President’s Message (continued) 

I look forward to seeing MANY of you at our De-

cember meeting which is comprised of our fund-

raising raffle, election of officers, general meeting 

and awards presentations.   Oh - and please plan on 

supporting our club with your donations and raffle 

expenditures.  

 

I especially wish to welcome the attendance of all 

of our newer members for this important and fun 

night together.  

 

 It has been an great honor to serve you as your club 

President for 2019.  
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OVER/UNDER SHOTGUN WANTED 

 

 

December 10th Meeting-Annual Holiday Raffle/Auction  

The month of December always brings us our Holiday or Christmas Raffle where members only get the op-
portunity to obtain great mostly fishing related items. December 10th is this special day this year! Your Raf-
fle Committee is able to purchase or receive through donation hundreds of items that you will get a chance 
to own from the Raffle or bid on at the Silent Auction. We are still trying to procure some more fishing trips 
from our members as well as discounted trips from guides. Do you know of a guide who might offer a 2 for 1 
fishing trip? Are you a member of a private club where you might take the winning Club member if they win 
the trip? 

Besides the items that the Club purchases for the Raffle, we ask that the membership also furnish 
items that your fellow fly fisherman would love to own. Many of you have the talents to tie great fly pat-
terns, donate your own guided trip to a special fishing place, and give fishing and non-fishing related items 
for the Raffle. You can bring these items to the meeting on December 10th or make contact with one of the 
Raffle Committee members to arrange pickup ahead of time. Some of our Raffle Committee members in-
clude Gordon Olson, Randy Shaber, Rick Ripley, Mike Marshall and Stephen Aspinwall. 

A few days ahead of the Raffle, we will email a listing of those items that we have procured up to that point. 
This will give those (who have email) the chance to peruse the list for those items that you most want and 
make arrangements with friends to collaborate your tickets or bidding for your most desired item or fishing 
trip. Some of the Raffle goodies include the ability to purchase an item or fishing trip at discount. Please 
remember to support those manufacturers, guides and retailers who contribute to this fund raising activ-
ity. 

See you at the Raffle and bring lots of extra money to buy lots of tickets and opportunities for great good-
ies!  Remember this is our biggest fund raiser of the year and allows us the opportunity to continue our 
work in the fly fishing community. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Your Raffle Committee 

Scott Mayfield is looking for an over/under shotgun.  

Please call, text or email to discuss: 509-290-0534 or mayfieldascott@aol.com.   

ROSTER CHANGES 

919-4649 phone number listed for Jerry McBride is no longer in service.  Use 

590-6372 number listed.  

mailto:mayfieldascott@aol.com
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INTERNATIONAL FLY FISHING  

FILM FESTIVAL 

Silver Bow Fly Shop once again brings the Interna-

tional Fly Fishing Film Festival to Spokane!  This 

year it's back at the Bing, and it's early: January 7, 

2020! Save $2 over the door price by purchasing 

them at the shop. A night out watching fly fishing 

movies in early January...a great date night idea, and 

a superb stocking stuffer for Christmas. That's Janu-

ary 7th.  Doors open at 6, show at 7, tickets $15 pre-

show at the shop, or $17 at the door.   
  

OLYMPIA – Coho salmon will have an easier time swimming up the Middle Fork of the Newaukum River near Chehalis 

this fall, thanks to a project funded by the Brian Abbott Fish Barrier Removal Board. This is the first two miles of more than 

201 miles of streams slated to open across the state after barriers to fish passage are removed. 

The expanded habitat in the Middle Fork of the Newaukum River marks the first completed project of the board’s $46.2 

million investment in more than 69 projects statewide since the board was created in 2014. Of those projects, 47% will open 

access for migrating chinook salmon, a critical part of the southern resident orca diet. Projects are funded and planned in 20 

counties across the state, with the next few wrapping up in Asotin and Clallam counties later this year. 

In partnership with the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office and Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (WDFW), the board funds corrections to culverts, which are large pipes or other structures that carry streams under 

roads. Culverts are the most common barriers to migrating fish because they can be too high for fish to reach, too small to 

handle large and fast river flows, or too steep for fish to swim through. 

“This first project is an incredible achievement for the board, the people of Washington, and our environment,” said Kaleen 

Cottingham, director of the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office. “In addition to improving access for 

fish, these projects also will enhance the roads that cross over them, support public safety, and protect our communities 

from flooding.” 

“The projects funded by the Brian Abbott Fish Barrier Removal Board are building on previous fish passage investments by 

local governments, landowners, and the Washington State Department of Transportation,” said Tom Jameson, WDFW fish 

passage manager and chair of the Brian Abbott Fish Barrier Removal Board. “We appreciate the Legislature’s continued 

support of these salmon and orca recovery efforts.” 

Created by the Legislature in 2014, the Brian Abbott Fish Barrier Removal Board coordinates the removal of barriers that 

block salmon and steelhead from reaching prime spawning and rearing habitat on state, local, tribal and private land. Fund-

ing comes from the sale of state bonds. 

The board is named after Brian Abbott, who was a life-long fisherman, avid salmon recovery leader, and spearheaded crea-

tion of the board while serving as executive coordinator of the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office. 

Other board members include representatives from the Washington Departments of Transportation and Natural Resources, 

Washington State Association of Counties, Association of Washington Cities, the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office, the 

Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation and the salmon 

recovery Council of Regions. 

Celebration to mark first barrier removed to  
help salmon migrate upstream 
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We got a lot done this year.  All of it in one way or another was on behalf of fly fishing. 

 

Here is a list of our accomplishments in 2019. 

Donations to:  Western Rivers Conservancy 

   Lands Council 

   Friends of the LPO 

 

Three Signs at Rocky Ford installed 6-18-2019. 

 

Partners: Dryside Fly Fishers (DFF), Washington State Council of 

Fly Fishers International (WSCFFI) and Wenatchee Valley 

Fly Fishers (WVFF) 

IEFFC Volunteers: Jim Athearn, Phil Beck, Scott Fink, Lee Funkhouser, 

Floyd Holmes, Bob Johnson, Jerry McBride and Cam 

Passmore (Jim Athearn’s grandson) 
 

 

 

 

North Fork of Coeur d’Alene River Cleanup 7-27-2019 

 

The North Idaho Fly Casters invited us to be a part of this project.  We have a 

long history of working with them on projects on the North Fork. 

 

Partner:  North Idaho Fly Casters (NIFC) 

 

IEFFC Volunteers: Jim Athearn, Phil Beck, John Bennett, Lee 

Funkhouser, Bryan Harmon, Bob Johnson and 

Jerry McBride 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bayley Lake Spawning Channel Cleanup on Little Pend Oreille Wildlife Refuge      

9-21-2019 

 

IEFFC Volunteers: Chet Allison, Reid Ashley, John Bennett, Sam Edmunster 

(new member), Scott Fink, Bill Papesh, Jerry McBride and 

Bob Schmitt 
 

 
 

 

Fin Clipping – WDFW Spokane Hatchery 9-23 and 9-24-2019 

 

IEFFC Volunteers: Jim Athearn, John Bennett, Jon Bowne, Guy Gregory, Bob Harley, 

Floyd Holmes, Keith Kuester, Dan Lobb, Jerry McBride, Jake Nel-

son, Bill Papesh, Dick Ralston and John Ralston 
 

 

 

YEAR END CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

By Jerry McBride 



 

Scout Fly Fishing Merit Badge 10-12-2019  

 

Partner: Spokane Fly Fishers 

 

IEFFC taught fly tying and the Spokane Fly Fishers (SFF) taught fly casting to meet the scout 

merit badge requirements. 

 

IEFFC Volunteers: Jerry Harms, Jerry McBride, Bruce Morgan and Bob Schmitt 

 

 

 

 

It shows what can be done when you partner with other organizations.  Hopefully we can come up will new 

projects to work together on. 
 

I want to give special thanks to Jim Athearn who served as unofficial co-chairman of the Conservation Committee.  

He kept our projects going while I was gone for three weeks on a trip to Australia and while I was recovering from sur-

gery.  During my absence he successfully negotiated an agreement with WDFW to put the signs at Rocky Ford at their 

most optimum places and got WDFW to supply some people and equipment to dig the holes for the sign frames. 

 

None of these projects could have been done without the IEFFC volunteers who gave generously of their time.  

Thank you guys! 

 

YEAR END CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

(continued) 
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The notice went out in a separate email, but we will continue to remind members of the change.  Our 

hope is that members can plan for the change with this advance notice.  Dues are now $75 per year. 

 

Dues are not due until March 1st. 

Payments can be brought to the meeting in January and February, or sent to our Post 

Office Box, which is IEFFC, P.O. Box 2926, Spokane, WA 99220. 

DUES ARE NOT DUE YET, 

BUT PLAN FOR THE INCREASE 

POACHER 

One of the highlights of our meetings is the poachers report.  We 

will have a new poacher this year and we are hearing that it is 

Bryan Harmon.  Introduce yourself to Bryan at the December 

meeting by giving him a good story for the January meeting.   

There are some great stories out there and a buck is a small price 

to pay to hear these great stories. 
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LOWER SNAKE RIVER DAMS  

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

This information was forwarded to The Fly Leaf by IEFFC member Mark Pinch.  This is an important issue and we 

wanted to make sure it was available to interested IEFFC members. 

 

Governor Inslee’s office has hired our contractor team of Ross Strategic, Kramer Consulting, White Bluffs Con-

sulting, and Anchor QEA to conduct the Lower Snake River Dams Stakeholder Engagement process. This process 

was directed by the 2019 Washington state Legislature.  Our team is providing research, interview, facilitation 

and report development services. We have been meeting with local, state, tribal, and federal leaders and stake-

holders, and reviewing existing documents. A report is under development detailing the potential positive and 

negative impacts (social, economic, environmental) and opportunities gained and lost from the potential breach-

ing or removal of the Lower Snake River Dams (LSRD), as well as from retaining the dams. We will be summariz-

ing existing information and the perspectives from different interests but not making our own recommendations 

or conducting new analyses. 

The draft report will be publicly available in mid-December and the public comment period will end at 5:00 pm 

on January 24, 2020.  In addition to providing public comments on the draft report, an online questionnaire is 

available.  Interested parties can fill out the questionnaire until the end of the comment period for the draft 

report. 

Governor Inslee supports this process to hear from diverse voices and collect the range of views in Washington 

State in regard to the LSRD. He plans to use this information to help craft his recommendations to the federal 

court-ordered environmental impact statement for the Columbia River Operation System due out for public re-

view in February 2020. 

There will be three public workshops after our draft Lower Snake River Dams report is released in mid-

December.  Details are below. 

Purpose: To inform the interested public on the content of the draft report and provide an understanding of the 

different perspectives. The workshops are an opportunity to learn about the report in preparation of providing 

written comments by 5:00 pm on Friday, January 24, 2020. 

Format: Presentation of the draft report findings followed by a panel discussion representing different interests. 

Public comment will not be accepted during the workshops, but audience members can submit written questions 

that can be asked of the consultants and panel, provided time is available. Written comments on the draft report 

will be accepted through 5:00 PM on January 24, 2020 through the project website: http://

lsrdstakeholderprocess.org/.  

Time: Doors open at 6:00 pm, program starts at 6:30 pm, and ends at 8:30 pm, followed by 30 minutes or more 

of informal conversations. 

Public Workshop Dates and Locations 

January 7
th

 - Clarkston Quality Inn & Suites and Quay Convention Center, 700 Port Drive, Clarkston, WA 99403 

January 9
th

 - Vancouver Washington State University Vancouver - Dengerink Administration Building (VDEN), 

14204 NE Salmon Creek Ave, Vancouver, WA 98686-9600  

January 13
th

 - Tri Cities Red Lion Hotel & Conference Center,2525 North 20
th

 Avenue,Pasco, WA 99301 

 Additional information is available at http://lsrdstakeholderprocess.org/ 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/lsrdsurvey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/lsrdsurvey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/lsrdsurvey
http://lsrdstakeholderprocess.org/
http://lsrdstakeholderprocess.org/
http://lsrdstakeholderprocess.org/
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Northwest Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy  
 

 

The 2020 Academy is in the planning stage and will be held at The Grinwood Conference Center on Hicks Lake in Lacey 

again.  The week long Academy is a venture of the  WCTU, and supported by WSCFFI, South Sound Fly Fishers, Puget 

Sound Fly Fishers and the TU Olympia Chapter.  The dates for the Academy are June 21-27, 2020.   

 

The 2019 Academy was very successful with 20 enthusiastic boys and girls, 12-16 years old, enjoying a week of fishing, 

field trips and classroom studies in conservation.  Some had never held a fly rod, much less cast one, but with a few les-

sons and practice with our casting instructors, they were casting with ease.  Many also caught their first fish on a fly they 

learned to tie. 

 

The Academy can be a life changing experience of our youth’s attitude about stewardship, conservation and fishing.  The 

knowledge they learn about the abundance of life in our rivers and streams is invaluable and it is imperative that we pre-

serve this event for our current youth so that they will become our conservationists of the future. 

 

Each applicant must write an essay, stating why “they” want to attend the Academy and provide a letter of recommenda-

tion from their science teacher, school counselor or scout master, etc… 

 

We are in the process of preparing the announcement for the 2020 Academy, requesting clubs, chapters and individuals, 

to support the event with candidates and finances.  Please visit our website:  www.nwycffa.com  to learn more about the 

Academy. 

 

The 2020 Academy will be Jim and my last Academy as Co-Directors.  We are going to be replaced by 3 solid individu-

als that will take over in 2021.  With the help of Brad Throssel, Chair – WCTU, these individuals were recruited.  After 

2020, Jim and I will support the new Directors for as long as it takes.  It has been a great ride for Jim and me, but it’s time 

to pass the reigns, while we can.  The Academy has a wonderful reputation, it has been recognized nationally by TU and 

FFI.  But it couldn’t have happen without the support of the TU Chapters, FFI Clubs and many individuals and busi-

nesses.       

 

If you have any questions about the academy, please contact Mike @ 253-278-0061 or email  nwycffa@comcast.net  or 

mtclancy39@comcast.net, Jim 360-943-9947 @ brosioj@q.com       

FLY FISHING ACADEMY 

By Mike Clancy 

TOYS FOR TOTS 

Thank you all for your generous contribu-

tions.   

We were able to raise $740 in cash donations 

and we gave the Marines almost 100 toys.  

There are many youngsters who will have a 

merrier Christmas because of your generosity.  

Sgt. Victor Sijohn and SSgt Dustin Pfister are 

shown receiving the donations.  They send their 

thanks from the Marines and apologized that 

there was not a representative present at our 

meeting.  Most importantly, the Toys for Tots 

program has received the gifts and monetary 

donations. 

http://www.nwycffa.com
mailto:nwycffa@comcast.net
mailto:mtclancy39@comcast.net
mailto:brosioj@q.com
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FLY OF THE MONTH 
 

Zebra Midge              December 2019            Tim Cammisa  

This fly is a great fly year round, but is essential for nymphing in the late fall and winter.  Included is a 

link to a "Two Minute Tying" tutorial.  Tim selected this fly as a great fly for any level of tyer. In this 

pattern, the Zebra Midge is tied the color olive, of which the color is paired with a gold tungsten bead 

and thin copper wire. When tying black, gray, or cream Zebra Midges, he will switch the bead and wire 

to a silver color. This is a simple fly that works well to fool lots of fish!  

Link for the tutorial:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfThEb3T8EM  

 
Hook: Scud (short shank): sizes 18-24 

 

Thread: 6.0 Olive (for this one, but can be black, gray or cream). 

 

Body: Same color as thread. 

 

Bead:  Gold Tungsten.  (With black or gray midge use silver bead).  

 

Ribbing:   Thin copper wire. (or silver)  

 

Head:  Dark brown SLF spiky squirrel dubbing. 

 

  

 

Step One:  Place bead on hook with smaller hole closest to hook eye.  Start thread and make a num-

ber of wraps to start forming body. 

 

 

 

 

 

Step Two:  Tie in wire and continue forming body, tapering it from the bend towards the hook eye.  

Keep thread slightly away from the bead for the later addition of dubbing for the head. 

 

 

 

 

 

Step Three:  Wrap wire towards bead and tie it off.  Trim wire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step Four:  Add dubbing to thread and wrap at bead end to form head.  Whip finish. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfThEb3T8EM


Submissions for publication in The Fly Leaf can be made by contacting the IEFFC at  

flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com.    Articles should be submitted by the last Friday of the month 

for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  

JOINING FFI 

FFI AUCTIONS 

Off to a good start!  

In the October Newsletter your Washington Council of FFI announced it was launching an 

online auction to raise money for our non-profit partners. We’re pleased to announce that so far 

we have raised $650 in three auctions! And we’ve begun our fourth auction this week!  

 

Thanks to all of you who have bid, thanks to all who have donated. In three auctions we’ve of-

fered a rare limited edition fly tied by Harry Lamier, a signed coffee table quality book by legen-

dary spey caster Simon Gawesworth and a day fishing with innovative fisherman and line de-

signer Jim Teeny. Now we’re offering a signed first edition book by Joan Wulff: “Fly Fishing 

Advice from a Woman’s Perspective.”   

 

Take a look at that auction by accessing the following site:   

https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/item-detail.cfm?

auctionID=19123&ItemID=760077&viewType=1&style=16&font=0&catName=Fishing%20Lines%20and%

20Instruction   

 

Washington Council members can lend a hand with the effort by going through your gear for items of value you could 

donate to the effort. Flies created by noted tiers, signed books, quality gear in good repair. All these items could be-

come auction items.  

 

The Washington Council of Fly Fishers International has raised money every year for the past decade for four impor-

tant non-profit efforts in our state: Project Healing Waters that helps veterans rebuild their lives through fly fishing, 

Casting For Recovery that helps restore confidence for women cancer survivors and Olympic Peninsula Fishing Inno-

vations which designs and builds tools for one-handed fly tying and fly casting.  

 

These non-profits do valuable work for people and FFI has proudly raised and donated more than $12,000 over the past 

five years to the three groups. Donations from Washington FFI have been a critical part of funding for the groups every 

year. Auctions at the annual Volunteer’s Dinner at the Fly Fishing Expo in Ellensburg have raised the majority of the 

funds FFI donates every year. So, when the FFI board decided to take a year off while moving the Expo to a new venue 

in Western Washington we started the online auctions to take up the slack.  

 

Join the effort. Donate and bid and help the Washington Council succeed in the New Year.  

There is no better time to consider joining FFI than at the  start of the year.  It’s easy and you 

will be joining a number of IEFFC members already involved in the organization.   

 

To Join FFI simply go to the website listed:  
 http://www.flyfishersinternational.org/ 

Click Membership, Click join then the blue round button. 

Join the FFI today 

Fly Fishers International 

Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing 

 

The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club 

FFI Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner 

The WSCFFI through your support can continue our mission to conserve and re-

store our resources, and educate fly fishers in our sport and grow advocacy for fish 

and fisheries. 

https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/item-detail.cfm?auctionID=19123&ItemID=760077&viewType=1&style=16&font=0&catName=Fishing%20Lines%20and%20Instruction
https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/item-detail.cfm?auctionID=19123&ItemID=760077&viewType=1&style=16&font=0&catName=Fishing%20Lines%20and%20Instruction
https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/item-detail.cfm?auctionID=19123&ItemID=760077&viewType=1&style=16&font=0&catName=Fishing%20Lines%20and%20Instruction

