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GENERAL MEETING
INLAND EMPIRE FLY FISHING CLUB
MUKOGAWA FORT WRIGHT INSTITUTE
COMMONS
October 8th, 2019
Wet Fly Hour: 5:30 p.m.
Dinner: 6:30 p.m.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Phil Beck
The weather is cooling and the lakes and streams will cool also, so
fishing will be heating up. Here’s wishing you all some wonderful fall trips.
I need to address some club business matters. We have a few financial issues that, for me to feel that I am serving you and our
club in a responsible manner, need to be addressed. The two most
pressing issues have been resolved by the Board and are listed
below.
The cost to supply our dinners has risen over time and been passed
on to our club. This has resulted in our meal revenue failing to
meet costs. Just to remind the membership – we get much more
than our dinners for this fee. The venue is factored in along with
amenities allowing us to present our programs and conduct our
meetings. Also we have a private storage room where we keep a
large portion of the club’s equipment, stationary, cards, Runji Releasers, etc. along with our DVD library and most importantly our
liquor cabinet.
As an aside, the Board researched using other venues several years
ago and found that if they allowed alcohol they required that it be
sold through their private bar at three times the cost that we have
in place.
Considering all of these factors, the obvious increase in food
prices, and the good reports we receive about our food and service
at Ft. Mukogawa, the Board has voted to increase our dinner
charge from $23 to $25 per person. Also we would like to remind
the members that ‘free guest’ meals are for people who may wish
to join I.E.F.F.C. So starting with the October 8th 2019 meeting,
dinner will be $25. Please plan accordingly, especially if you are
bringing a filled out check.
The second issue which has been addressed is our drink prices. I
mentioned our liquor cabinet being stored on site. RESUPPLYING that cabinet also has increased in cost. To be fully responsible we need to cover our monthly liquor permit fee also. Upon the
recommendation of our ‘Liquor Meister’ the Board has authorized
an increase of $1 per drink across all drink types. AN OUTSTANDING VALUE STILL!!!!
This just covers our costs as mandated. So being a couple of bucks
extra to cover the cost of drinks for yourself and a buddy isn’t too
much to ask.

Editors: Lee Funkhouser and Guy Gregory

OCTOBER PROGRAM

Yakima River Steelhead and Salmon
Our October presentation will cover some good things that
are going on over on the Yakima River. Our presenter will
be Scott Revel who is with the Roza Irrigation District over
in the Yakima valley. Over the past 20 years there has been
a lot of contentious litigation between the agricultural and
fishing interests over use of the Yakima River. Only recently have both sides come together to hammer out a plan
that serves both sides. As a result, the Yakima tribe is planning to plant large numbers of salmon and steelhead in an
attempt to recover both the salmon and steelhead runs on the
Yakima. This bodes well for our Club since it would be
nice to have another steelhead destination. This should be
an informative and educational presentation, so plan to be
there.
President’s Message(continued)

Starting with the October 8th 2019 meeting ALL DRINK
PRICES WILL INCREASE BY $1.
I trust that you appreciate the necessity for these increases
and support your President and Board of Directors having
taken the necessary and fiscally responsible moves to address
them.
DRINK & DINNER PRICE INCREASE
Increasing liquor and food prices have finally put us in a
position of having to make an increase in our drink and
dinner prices. Starting this month the dinner will be priced
at $25.00. The drinks will be increased by $1.00 over previous pricing. We have looked at other options and Mukogawa is still the best venue available to us. We hope this
does not create a hardship for any of our members.

PLAN FOR THE NOVEMBER MEETING
WHICH IS OUR ANNUAL TOYS FOR TOTS
MEETING. Bring a toy or a cash donation to
that meeting to help the less fortunate children
in our community have a Merry Christmas.
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AL CUNNINGHAM - WHITETAIL LAKE
By Jerry McBride
This past summer an informal ceremony was held to add
Al Cunningham’s name to the memorial bench at Whitetail Lake.
IEFFC member Scott Fink was present and able to provide these pictures showing Gerry Ogilvie adding Al’s
name to the illustrious group of fishermen previously honored.

LIARS CLUB BBQ
Another great summer barbeque was enjoyed by the
members of Liar’s Club and their enablers on September
7th. Our hosts were Keith Kuester, Bob Burton, Jim
Athearn and Scott Fink.
An annual affair, the summer barbeque is a chance to
get together and share stories of the previous year. It is
also a time to get our enablers (wives, girlfriends, etc.)
together to share their stories and the frustrations of being associated with us. Misery loves company.
This year we remembered Frank Faha, who has previously been one of
the hosts.

For those of you unfamiliar with the group, we meet every Tuesday at Frankie Doodles at
11:00AM. You don’t have to be retired and you don’t have to attend every Tuesday. Just come
by and enjoy a great lunch and the best fishing updates available in the Spokane area.
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ROOSTER COGBURN WOULD APPROVE
By Chip O’Brien
When you’ve been around the block a few times, picking up a
chunk of unexpected fly fishing wisdom is particularly sweet.
I was fishing Hot Creek in California’s Sierra Nevada, not far outside of the town of Mammoth. The public section is only about a
mile long, and like Yellowstone’s Firehole River, its icy cold water
is warmed by sulfurous hot springs seeping in from all sides. Actor
John Wayne walked its rugged banks in the persona of “Rooster
Cogburn” filming the movie True Grit. Anglers know Hot Creek
for being California’s first “Fly Fishing Only,” catch and release
water supporting nearly 10,000 wild trout. Although fishing was
good, that was not what I remember most about that day over
twenty years ago.
I’d been fishing my way downstream picking up a few rainbows and browns on tiny dry flies. There are always other
anglers there, so working either up or downstream is something of a leapfrogging affair. Spirits are generally high no
matter how many kindred spirits you meet along the way.
I rounded a bend and came to the last bit of public water before a fence across the creek signaled private property above
(Hot Creek Ranch). There was someone fishing there all right, but the contrast with the anglers I had already seen was
drastic. Even though a big sign proclaimed FLY FISHING ONLY and CATCH AND RELEASE FISHING ONLY, I
beheld a rough looking character fishing worms with a large stringer of dead fish dangling in the water in front of him.
“Excuse me,” I managed to call.
“What,” he demanded.
“This is fly fishing only, catch and release fishing water,” I said. “See the sign?”
He looked toward the sign and back at me. “Yeah, I see it,” he growled. “Just what the fxxx you gonna’ do about it?”
Now here was a predicament I was not expecting. I didn’t really know what to say, but I knew I didn’t want to get into
a fight wearing a fishing vest. I bumbled back upstream and around the corner. (I hoped Rooster Cogburn wouldn’t find
out what a coward I was.)
The first angler I encountered was an old white-haired gentleman, and I forced him to listen to the whole story with
more than a little angst in my voice.
“Don’t worry,” he said. “I’ll take care of it.” He disappeared around the corner.
From where I was I couldn’t see what was happening, but soon I caught a glimpse of the rough character running up the
path toward the parking lot. This was just too much. Who was this old guy, some kind of aged Clark Kent, a ninja master? Was he packing heat?
Pretty soon our hero came back around the corner. “What did you do to that guy,” I yelled.
“Oh, nothing,” the old man winked. “I just told him a game warden was around the corner checking fishing licenses,
and heading this way.”
“Well I’ll be,” I said. “Now why didn’t I think of that?”
Sins of omission are rightly forgiven, and it is a lesson I’ve never forgotten. The best part is, I’ve used the same line
several times since then with similar results. I think Rooster Cogburn might even approve.
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GRAND RONDE RIVER LAND PURCHASE
By Jim Athearn
The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club has partnered with the Wild Steelhead Coalition to purchase 8 acres on
the lower Grande Ronde River. This is a rare opportunity to secure permanent public access to a popular
steelhead fishing area near the shadow hole and turkey run that is currently used by hundreds of steelhead
anglers each year. This started when the landowner, who has been very generous about letting people use
his property, decided he was ready to sell it. Chris Donley, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife,
found out and approached the IEFFC with a request for us to purchase that land and then turn it over to the
state to manage in perpetuity for public access and use. The WDFW was not in a position to purchase it
themselves due to severe budget constraints. We in turn contacted the Wild Steelhead Coalition who
agreed to be the purchaser which was important because they are a 501.C.3 organization and, thus, all donations for this project are tax deductible.
We were able to reach a very favorable deal for the property because the landowner, Mr. Lynn Miller of
Lewiston, would also like this land to be kept permanently available for public use. We are now in the fund
-raising mode to come up with the $30,000 we need for land purchase, environmental clearance by the state
and closing costs. Our goal is to have this by mid-November and, so far, we have at least $8,500 committed. We will be contacting all the fly fishing clubs in the region as well as other groups with an interest in
steelhead fishing plus seeking individual private donations. This is a great opportunity to preserve a very
precious commodity fast disappearing from our northwest landscape – public access.
Any questions can be directed to Jim Athearn, who is coordinating for IEFFC. Charitable donations can
be sent directly to the Wild Steelhead Coalition, 117 E. Louisa St. #329, Seattle, WA 98102. Specify that
the donation is for the Grande Ronde Land Acquisition.

HELP FOR THE POACHER
The poachers’ report is one of the most popular sections
of our monthly meeting. In order for it to be fun we
need to supply the poacher with information.
Don’t feel like you should shield you friends and fishing
partners. The fine is nominal, but the stories are priceless. Let’s help Mark Pinch out by informing him of
poaches, reverse poaches, and interesting short stories of
unique experiences.
Please feel free to call him. His phone number is 9986657.

ROSTER CHANGES
New email for Gary Honeyman
- ghoneyman75@icloud.com
New Address for David Lohman - 697 S. Windswept Trail, Post Falls, ID 83854
New Address for Bob Anderson - 801 Briarwood Dr East Wenatchee Wash 98802
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BAYLEY LAKE SPAWNING CHANNEL
By Jerry McBride
On Saturday, September 21 a crew of nine from the IEFFC went up and performed our annual spawning channel
cleanup. The purpose of the cleanup is to enable fish from Bayley Lake to spawn during spring runoff and then return
to the lake to live another year.
We met at Zips in Chewelah for breakfast and then proceeded to the lake. As he has done for many years Bill Papesh
led the way down the channel wielding his trimmer “from hell” mowing down grass, brush and tree limbs that were in
his path. The loose material was raked up and deposited out of the channel and then new gravel was put down on the
spawning beds. This year we had two young guys on our crew that really gave us old guys a boost. New IEFFC member Reid Ashley brought his friend Sam Edmunster along.
After we got done with the work we went fishing. The lake had a heavy algae bloom so unfortunately the fishing was
not very good. But, it was a truly beautiful day, the lunch that Bob Schmitt made for us was very tasty and hopefully
we made fishing at Bayley next year a little better.

Back Row L to R: Jerry McBride, John Bennett, Chet Allison,
Reid Ashley, Sam Edmunster, Scott Fink and Bob Schmitt
Front Row L to R: Jim Athearn and Bill Papesh

Sam and Reid in spawning Channel

FIN CLIPPING
By Jerry McBride
Again this year the IEFFC joined other groups at the WDFW Spokane fish hatchery to clip adipose fins from fish that
will be planted in Lake Spokane. About 56,000 female triploid three to four inch rainbows raised by Trout Lodge
Hatchery were processed over two days.
On Monday, September 23 the following IEFFC members clipped fins: John Bennett, John Bowne, Bob Harley,
Keith Kuester, Dan Lobb, Bill Papesh, and Jerry McBride.
On Tuesday, September 24 the following IEFFC members clipped fins: Jim Athearn, Guy Gregory, Floyd
Holmes, Jake Nelson, Dick Ralston, and John Ralston.
WDFW provided goodies for the morning break and lunch for all
participants.
Thank you all that helped out.
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ROCKY FORD CORRECTION
Correction – September 2019 Newsletter - Rocky Ford Sign Installation Article
By Jerry McBride, Conservation Chairman
It has come to my attention that Mike Schmuck, WDFW Regional Fisheries Biologist headquartered in Ephrata was the person who removed the bracing from the
signs a week after they were installed. Mike represented WDFW from the beginning
of the project through to completion. He was there helping mix concrete the day we
installed the signs.
Thank you Mike.

Mike Schmuck, far right

WCFFI Launches On-Line Auction
By Chet Allison
The Washington Council of Fly Fishers International has raised money every year for the past decade for three important non-profit efforts in our state: Project Healing Waters that helps veterans rebuild their lives through fly fishing,
Casting For Recovery that helps restore confidence for women cancer survivors and Olympic Peninsula Fishing Innovations which designs and builds tools for one-handed fly tying and fly casting.
These non-profits do valuable work and FFI has proudly raised and donated more than $12,000 over the past five
years to the groups. Donations from Washington FFI have been a critical part of funding for the groups every year.
Auctions at the annual Fly Fishing Expo in Ellensburg have raised the majority of the funds FFI donates every year, so
when the FFI board decided to take a year off while moving the Expo to a new venue in Western Washington we had
to come up with a new way to raise money to support our non-profit partners.
We’ve come up with a solution. We are going to move the annual Expo auction online on the Website BiddingOwl.
BiddingOwl is a private company that offers online auctions for non-profits to raise funds. It will allow Washington
FFI to create and run its own monthly auctions within the BiddingOwl site. The system is easy to use and reaches
thousands of users every month in every state. Beginning this month, Washington FFI will source goods and services
to offer for auction on the site. Go to BiddingOwl.com to see and bid on our first auction item, a Grease Liner fly tied
by the legendary Harry Lamire.
So that’s the plan friends. We are a non-profit and we have non-profit partners that rely on us to help them deliver
service to friends in need. We’ve been there to help them for more than a decade. Join our new online auctions to help
uphold our mission to conservation, education and community.
The online link for the auction is: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/item-detail.cfm?
auctionID=19123&ItemID=722582&viewType=1&style=16&font=0&catName=Fishing%20Collectables

FALL TREE PLANTING - Hangman Creek
Spokane Falls Trout Unlimited
The Spokane Falls Chapter of Trout Unlimited is inviting volunteers to a Tree Planting event at the
headwaters of Hangman Creek. This project is aimed at restoring the headwaters and will be held
on October 26th.
Information and a sign up form are available at the following link.
https://spokanefallstu.org/event/hangman-creek-tree-planting-cda-tribe-1022019/?
fbclid=IwAR3PhZmDXuLPdok2cjSDnTyuCh5iWVNWAf3Miss-7p_vlu_7Z-9Vx8g5O2Q
For additional information you can contact Hilary Hart, President of the Spokane Falls Chapter of Trout Unlimited, at
206-525-0741.
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FLY OF THE MONTH
Matt’s October Caddis

October 2019

Matt Grobert

The October Caddis is an important hatch in the fall throughout the Northwest. We will usually see them
in a size 10 or 12 and are a spectacular shade of orange. Matt’s October Caddis is an easy to tie version
that has good movement and should prove effective in our area rivers and streams.
October caddis hatch mostly at night or early morning and Matt has found the pattern to be effective
from early morning to around noon, especially when fished along the margins of fast water and in bankside pockets. (Youtube video is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x11gvBDlfpU or by clicking on the
video on the IEFFC home page.)

Hook: Dry Fly - Size 10-12.
Thread: 6.0 Orange.
Body: Amber Rabbit and Antron or Zelon Blend Dubbing.
Under Wing: Amber Zelon or Antron.
Wing: Orange Dyed Elk Hair.
Thorax: Amber Rabbit and Antron or Zelon Blend Dubbing.
Start the thread at the 1/4 point of the hook and wrap rearward. Snip the tag. The thread should end
just in back of the hook point.
For the body, use a small portion of the amber rabbit and antron blend or rabbit and zelon blend
dubbing. Make a thin, tapered dubbing noodle and then wrap it in an adjacent manner from the
hook barb forward, forming a carrot shaped body. Stop the dubbing at the 1/4 hook mark and make
a few thread wraps to secure the body.
Now take a small amount of zelon or antron fibers for the under wing and snip the ends off square.
Lay the fibers immediately in front of the body and secure them to the hook. Trim the under wing
to a length just slightly longer than the body.
For the wing proper, snip a small section of dyed elk hair. Cut off the butt ends to facilitate stacking. Remove the errant hairs and then measure the wing to extend just past the body to the hook
bend. Snip the butt ends so that the end is in line with the hook eye. While holding the elk hair in
place, make two loose wraps of the thread and then pull the thread straight up and continue putting
additional tension with subsequent wraps. This should secure and flare the wing slightly. Trim the
butt ends and thread wrap over the butt to form the foundation for the thorax.
For the thorax, take the rabbit/antron or rabbit/zelon dubbing and pull it apart in pieces to get the
fibers aligned. Then snip the fibers in shorter segments and form a clump. Apply dubbing wax to
the thread and then place small segments of the dubbing clump on the thread. Make the dubbing
wraps back from the eye and then back towards the eye. Then pull the fibers back and make a couple of wraps with the thread to hold the dubbing fibers back, Do a 5-6 turn whip finish, being careful to keep the fibers back. Trim the thread.
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THANK YOU FROM WDFW
Randy Osborne
All,
I want to personally thank all of the volunteers who participated in fin clipping at the Spokane Hatchery the
past two days. I understand it is not a glorious task, but an important one that needs done. Because of all
your efforts, the task was completed in fairly short order. WDFW could certainly not accomplish the things
we do without the dedicated efforts from great volunteers such as you.
Please pass this on to your club members and volunteers. Again, much appreciated.
Randall Osborne
District 2 Fish Biologist
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

ROD BUILDING CLINIC
Kamloops Fly Fishers

2020 Gathering
Date: April 24 and 25
Special Beginners’ Workshop - April 23
Location: South Thompson Inn Kamloops, B.C.
Guest Speakers: Bob Clay and Jerry Kustich
Open to all builders and cane rod enthusiasts
For more information contact: Alan McLean at corbettrodbuilders@gmail.com
Submissions for publication in The Fly Leaf can be made by contacting the IEFFC at
flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles should be submitted by the last Friday of the month
for inclusion in the following months newsletter.

