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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Phil Beck
Finally, ice is melting off of our lakes and I have heard some fishing reports. Lee Funkhouser and Jerry McBride hit Rufus Woods
the day after 10,000 fish were released. Seems Jerry's shoulder is
sore from fighting them off! Our low-land early and year around
fisheries are accessible and hopefully fishing well. By the time
you read this I will have made it out to break in my new license.
Ice should be clearing off the lower mountain lakes soon.
I spent the afternoon of March 24th at the Big Horn Show tying
in our booth alongside Bill McElroy and Bo Brand from the Silver
Bow, one of our newest members. I even got my wife, daughter,
son-in-law and four grandkids to attend with 3 grandkids tying. It
seemed to me that we had more interest and enthusiasm from attendees this year; both kids and adults. Jim Athearn as coordinator
will have an article with details and thanks to tyers. I want to add a
big thank you though on behalf of the club to Jim and to Leon
Buckles for their ongoing commitment to this event. It gives the
club excellent exposure and helps introduce many new people to
fly fishing and tying.
A final item of interest that I wish to mention is catch and release and fish survival. We all want to protect our fisheries and
fish and to help insure the survival of released fish. And like me,
I'm sure more if not all of you have seen on rare occasions someone keep a fish out of the water too long or otherwise abuse it. It
was very heartening then to read an article in the March 21st Outdoors section of the Spokesman Review concerning a series of
studies done by the University of Idaho and the Idaho Department
of Fish and Game. After at least six separate studies covering
steelhead, cutthroat, rainbow, and bull trout several determinations
were made. Steelhead anglers exposed fish to air for about 28 seconds with those who photographed them averaging 1.7 times longer than those who did not. Fighting the fish averaged 130 seconds
with fly fishers averaging 1.54 times longer than gear fishermen.
Studies were also made of survival and reproductive success. The
conclusions of all these studies which covered many areas and variation, such a 0, 30 and 60 seconds exposure to air were quite encouraging. They showed "no significant" or "no discernible" effects on either survival in the short or long term or to reproductive
success. I'm sure more testing will be done and hopefully with
similar findings. But this is, I feel, a wonderful affirmation of the

Editors: Lee Funkhouser and Guy Gregory

April 9 Meeting
2019 State of the Fisheries
April’s meeting features the fishing and water supply outlook for our region. This month we have our annual “State
of the Fisheries” presentation. Guy Gregory will update us
on the water situation throughout our area. Randy Osborne
from WDFW will be presenting, along with a representative from Idaho Fish and Game, on regional angling prospects This is a great time to ask questions and familiarize
yourself with new regulations. This will be a very informative meeting, see you there!

President’s Message-continued
positive effect of catch and release and its lasting benefits.
Now spring is here so let's get out on the water and catch and release - some of our wonderous sports fish.

BIG HORN SHOW!
Thanks to members Ray Kranches, Bruce Morgan, Lee
Funkhouser, Stephen Aspinwall, Dan Lobb, Gordon Olson, Randy Shaber, Jerry McBride, Bill Papish, Bob Burton, Bryan Harmon, Skip Cavanaugh, Lowell Tveit, Phil
Beck, Bill McElroy and Bo Brand for tying at the Big
Horn Show!
And Congrats to Ariva Kudnya who won our fly tying kit
raffle..
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Big Horn Show Report and Pictures
By Jim Athearn
"What a great effort by all of our club members who helped make our part of the Big Horn Show event such a
rousing success! I can't thank all of you enough for helping make this something special for all the kids, and
adults as well, who came by and spent time at our booth. The crowd was, at times, almost overwhelming and you
couldn't have been better ambassadors for our club and in promoting our fly fishing sport by spending time with
the kids showing them how to tie flies and talking about getting out fishing. The number of returning kids continues to grow and they all say that they came back because they had such a good experience last year. I'm sure
there will be even more returning in 2020 based on all the smiling faces I saw every day. Bill P, Bob B. and Bryan H. pulled long shifts on Saturday and Bruce came back to provide some extra support. Also, thanks for the
take down. And Leon - you were there every day all day making sure everything was taken care of and running
smoothly to say nothing about providing all the tables and chairs and storing all the booth material for us. Any
credit the club and I get is because of you!
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
The club is looking for a volunteer (ideally two people) to track our 'product' inventory. The products include
a few issues of "Flies of the Northwest", note cards, Christmas cards, and especially our Runje releasers. The job
would include getting future orders of releasers to the fly shops selling them - currently Swedes and The Silver
Bow in Spokane. Please contact Phil Beck to express your interest.

MORE VOLUNTEERISM NEEDED!
KIDS FISHING

Sargent-at-arms Floyd Holmes reminds you we need volunteers for Kids Fishing scheduled for May 4,
2019. Contact Floyd directly, or sign up at the April meeting.

Kid’s fishing will be held again at the Clear Lake Fairchild Air Force Base Recreation Area. The
Ronald McDonald House Kid’s Fishing will be on Friday, May 3rd from 2:30PM to 5:00PM. The
main Kid’s Fishing will be on Saturday, May 4th from 8:00AM to 4:00PM. Volunteers for Friday
should show up at the Ronald McDonald House by 1:30PM. From there we will take the bus to Clear
Lake. Volunteers for Saturday should show up by 7:30AM as WDFW’s Randy Osborne will want to
give us instructions for the day. In addition to the actual fishing events, we also will need volunteers
for the rod building. This will be held on Tuesday, April 9th from 6:00PM to 9:00PM. This will take
place at the Inland Northwest Wildlife Council Building on north Market Street. We will have sign up
sheets for these events at the next IEFFC meeting. Make sure you check your schedule and sign up if
you can help. This is a very special program for the club.

It’s about the kids, after all.

CLUB VIDEO LIBRARY
You're missing out on a great education and entertainment resource in our Club's Video Library. There are 130
videos on everything pertaining to fly fishing. Back in the dark ages, BC - Before Computers, the library was
at Fenton Roskelly's house and Fenton's wife was the librarian. One had to go to his house to check out a video
- and business was brisk. Although a lot of the videos are on YouTube, there are many that are unique to our
library. The list of all the videos is on the Club's website, so check it out. Get educated while you enjoy the
learning process.
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IEFFC Conservation: Progress Report on Rocky
Ford Signs
By: Jerry McBride
Our club has partnered with the Washington State Council of Fly Fishers International, the Dryside Fly
Fishers and the Wenatchee Valley Fly Fishers to put up three signs at Rocky Ford Creek near Soap
Lake, WA. The signs will be placed at the three parking lots with each sign sponsored by a fly club.
Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club will be responsible for the sign at the northernmost parking lot, Dryside
the middle lot and Wenatchee the southernmost lot.
The frames have been welded up and primered by Floyd Holmes in his shop with help from Lee Funkhouser, Phil Beck and me. Bob Johnson took the frame cross-pieces to his place of work and notched
the ends on his day off.
I have ordered the signs and expect delivery about April 15. Lee Funkhouser did the graphics.
Since I will be on a trip to Australia with my wife April 15 – May 7, Jim Athearn will be seeing the project through to completion. He will need help to install the signs in the frames, transport the signs to
Rocky Ford and put the sign we are responsible for in the ground.
My thanks to all that have helped on this project!
Bob Johnson: Man of Steel

The Sign:

Floyd, Lee, and Phil pause for posterity

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington

FLY OF THE MONTH
McKenzie Special

April 2019

Jay Nicholas

Our speaker last month described the McKenzie Special as a go-to fly for the Seven Devils area. In fact,
this Stimulator-style fly is excellent all over the west where caddis and stones are green, or gray, or generally darker than the Kaufmann standard. Tie up several for those springtime skwalas or late evening caddis
on the Spokane. Check out Jay’s excellent video recipe: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=9&v=evmFxDQHG4

Hook: TMC 200R in 8-12...10 seems best in most situations
Thread: 6/0 Olive monocord
Body: McKenzie Green Hareline Dubbing
Body Hackle: Reverse Palmer Brown Hackle
Rib: Copper wire or 4x mono
Wing: Stacked elk hair
Thorax: Contrasting green Hareline Dubbing
Front Hackle: Grizzly Saddle

Tie in rib. Dub body in a buggy fashion 1/2 the length of the hook.

Tie in the hackle at the front of the dubbing, palmering the body hackle fairly thickly
back to the butt. Tie the hackle down with the rib and then counterwrap the hackle
forward with ribbing material to the end of the dubbing. Tie that down and snap off
the end of the hackle.

Stack a nice bunch of elk body hair and tie in on bare hook ahead of dubbing, wing
extends just to the hook bend. Wrap thread on the wing back to dubbing securing
hair but avoiding flaring of the wing.

Tie in a grizzly hackle, about one size too big. Then dub contrasting green/
gray color thorax tapered to eye, palmer that grizzly hackle forward and
whip finish.
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DID YOU KNOW?
By Jerry McBride
Ron Gill – Hoopfest High School Center Court Facilitator
IEFFC member Ron Gill and his wife Shar got involved with Hoopfest in the late 1990’s and served as Hoopfest High
School Center Court Facilitators for 17 years. I sat down with Ron a few weeks ago and learned a lot about Hoopfest.
Hoopfest started here in Spokane in 1990 and has grown to be the largest 3 on 3 outdoor basketball tournament on earth
with an attendance of 225,000 fans, 6000 teams, 450 courts and 3,000 volunteers. It is estimated to bring $47,000,000 in
revenue to our community every year. Hoopfest is put on the last weekend of June in downtown Spokane.
There are two center courts at Hoopfest, one for elite basketball players and one for quality high school players
(sophomore through senior). The two center courts have a playing surface composed of interlocking mats. All the other
courts are on the streets of Spokane that are asphalt.
The High School Center Court draws outstanding high school players from Oregon, Idaho and Montana in addition to
those from Washington State. In talking with Ron the old term “chief cook and bottle-washer” came to mind. As
facilitators, Ron and Shar worked to make sure everything ran seamlessly. That meant having the American flag and
music ready for the flag raising ceremony that took place every morning at High School Center Court. They made sure
the teams scheduled to play were present and registered to play. The two referees had to be present and ready to go.
During the games they ran the electronic scoreboard. Between games they made sure the various groups brought in to
entertain the fans were onboard and ready to go. Ron’s
favorite group was the Seahawks cheerleaders. He referred to that part of the weekend as “Hottiefest”.
Ron said that during the 17 years he served as a facilitator it only rained a couple of times. When it did rain he
brought a broom and worked to keep puddled water off
the court for player safety. Several years it got as high
as 100 degrees with the playing surface reaching 135
degrees!
For Ron, the year that a gang member pulled out his
gun and shot at a rival gang member missing him and
hitting several by-standers was probably the most exciting thing that happened at Hoopfest. This happened
right next door to High School Center Court.
Volunteers like Ron and Shar have made Hoopfest the outstanding success that it is. On behalf of the community, thank
you Ron and Shar for the many years that you worked as High School Court Facilitators.

FLYLEAF CONTRIBUTIONS
A quick reminder: Guy and Lee are alternating the actual production of The FlyLeaf so if
you have articles to contribute, make sure you send the information to the newsletter
email: flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com.

DUES ARE OVERDUE!
Send a check to IEFFC,
P.O. Box 2926
Spokane, WA 99220-2926
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Frank Faha Passes
A memorial for Frank Faha is scheduled for Friday, April 5th, at the Rockwood Summit Event Center at 2903 E. 25th Avenue, Spokane, WA 99223. It will be held from 3PM to 5PM.
Frank Faha was born January 26, 1933 in Albuquerque, New Mexico to Jess and Izetta Faha. At the
age of nine, his family moved to Lakeview, Oregon. Frank graduated from Oregon State University
and received his Master's in Business at George Washington University.
He met the love of his life at OSU, Gayle Griffith Faha. They enjoyed a
career in the military meeting life-long friends and traveling the world.
They were married 63 years. Frank had a passion for hard work and living life to the fullest. He was loving and loyal to family and friends, a
strong patriot and had a strong love for his country. After retiring as a
Colonel from the Air Force in 1980, Frank and three of his fellow Air
Force fighter pilot friends created a successful business of Eagle Mtn.
Homes. Frank was an avid fisherman, belonging to several fishing clubs,
served on the Rockwood Retirement Board, and spent many hours in the
gym cheering on his grandkids. He was preceded in death by his parents,
his sister, Izetta Foster, and grandson, Riley Rich. He is survived by his
wife (Gayle), son, Mike (Lori) Faha, Robin (Morris) Rich, and Kate
(Loren) Horning and grandkids, Maggie and Jess Rich, Jake and Abby Faha, Kelly, Alex, Lars
Horning. There are no words to express our love for Faha. He was one of a kind. In lieu of flowers
please consider a memorial donation in the name of Frank T. Faha to Rockwood Resident's Foundation Resident Assistance Endowment Fund. 3016 S. Grand Boulevard, Spokane, WA (509) 2792653

MORE KID OPPORTUNITIES
NW YOUTH CONSERVATION AND FLY FISHING ACADEMY - 2019
The application deadline for the 2019 Academy is April 15, 2019. Those that apply and are accepted will be notified by the middle of May. The Academy this year is again the last full week of June 23-29, 2019. The Academy is held on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA.
Applicants need to write an essay explaining why they would like to attend. They also will need a letter of recommendation from their school counselor, science teacher or other responsible person. The applicant, boy or
girl, 12-16, should not be 17 at the start of the Academy. Cost is $300 and there are sponsorships available-No
one will be turned away because of lack of money.
The support from the fly fishing community again this year is nothing short of spectacular. Applications are
coming from all over the State. In the past years, we have been supported by over 50 volunteers each year. We
will need volunteers again this year are guides to take the kids fishing in the morning and evenings. We will be
fishing a local pond and the Deschutes Rivers in Thurston County. The Academy has a Facebook page loaded
with pictures from past years and our website www.nwycffa.com You may download the application off the website or contact:
Mike Clancy @253-278-0061, mtclancy39@comcast.net; or
Jim Brosio @ 360-943-9947, brosioj@q.com
The Academy is truly a life experience for these youth, they are the future of our sport of fly fishing.
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FFI HAPPENINGS
By Chet Allison
Fly Fishers International and the fly fishing community received good news this week when Congress
passed the Natural Resources Management Act that secures permanent funding for the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF) and for better management of public lands.
"The millions of acres of public lands and waters that have been preserved across the United States are
very important to our enjoyment of the out of doors and the fish and wildlife that depend upon these
vast habitats. But they also are the natural systems responsible for the fresh water and clean air that is
essential to our quality of lives," said Tom Logan, Chairman of the Board, Fly Fishers International.
The LWCF supports many projects that are so crucial to our communities and public lands across the
United States. Important fisheries benefit through funds and better management of areas that include the
Golden Trout Wilderness, Yellowstone National Park, Boundary Waters Canoe Area and Everglades
National Park.
"The package of legislative actions represents both an understanding and a public statement to the importance of these natural areas. Fly Fishers International and our many conservation partners can be
proud of our collective support for securing the long term health and
availability of these natural areas. We look forward to witnessing the
final signature that will make this landmark piece of legislation a reality for our citizens across this great land," said Mr. Logan
Chet reminds us that registration for the Washington State Fly Fishing
Fair is open at wscffi.org. It will be held Friday May 3, and Saturday
May 4, at the Kittitas County Event Center and Fair Grounds (512 N
Poplar St.) in Ellensburg, Washington.
Admission is free, but there are plenty of raffles, t-shirts, and other
things to help support FFI, including a Friday night dinner and Live
Auction. The program contains a full slate of casting workshops, and
featured angler Gary Borger will be presenting seminars each day on a
broad range of topics from hackling techniques to the Angler as Predator.
I hope you enjoy the fair this year.

INTERNATIONAL FLY FISHING FILM FESTIVAL
By Guy Gregory

Silver Bow Fly Shop and the Spokane River Forum are happy to present the 2019 edition of
IF4 at the Garland Theater at 6PM on May 9, 2019. Proceeds will go to improve access at the
new treatment plant launch and other projects to improve habitat and access to our local resource. Tickets are available at the door or at Silver Bow Fly Shop, and further details are at
www.flyfilmfest.com. These films are full of great scenery, fish and fishing, and the proceeds
support local work on our River.

Submissions for publication in the Fly Leaf can be made by contacting Lee Funkhouser at flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles
should be submitted by the last Friday of the month for inclusion in the following months newsletter.

