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COMMONS
October 9th, 2018
Wet Fly Hour: 5:30 p.m.
Dinner: 6:30 p.m.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jim Athearn
.To begin , my thanks to Phil Beck for doing a fine job covering for
me at last months meeting while I was up in Alaska with some good
friends on our annual trip chasing coho. We had fun as always but,
sadly, the fishing was pretty poor. The salmon runs up north are in
no better shape this year than ours around here. Maybe next year?
I was told that Bryan Harman’s tying demonstration was
well received and his flies brought in around $240.00 in the raffle.
What an asset for our club to have the amazing level of talent we
have seen the last few meetings with Bryan, Leonard Gross and Jerry
McBride showcasing their tying skills.
Thanks also to Chip O’Brien for graciously filling in at the
last minute to provide our September presentation.
I have been asked a few times about our club resources and
where our money goes. Bob Schmitt, club Treasurer, will provide
more specific details at a future meeting but, for now, I just want to
say that we are in good shape financially. We are able to contribute
to many different worthy programs during the year. We are about
breaking even with what we take in for dues and raffle proceeds and
what we contribute, plus, we still maintain a substantial reserve. Specific programs we supported this year include:
- Toys for Tots - the club added to the money we received from members at the November meeting.
- Kids fishing day at Clear Lake - the club (from the Legacy Committee) provided the buses to bring the kids to from the Ronald McDonald House out to Clear Lake.
- River Keeper - this organization advocates for the Spokane River
and we provided funds to purchase three sediment monitoring devices to support their study of the Latah Creek sedimentation problem
- Friends of the Little Pend Oreille - while most of their efforts have
been directed at trails and wildlife, we are hoping to influence enhancement of fishing opportunities on the Little Pend Oreille.
- Lands Council - their mission is to preserve and revitalize Inland
Northwest forests, water, and wildlife and past and present efforts
include the drainages of the North Fork of the Coeur d’Alene and the
St. Joe, both of which many of our members fish.
- St. Joe River trail project - in cooperation with the North Idaho Fly
Casters, we helped purchase some materials to improve drainage on
the trail above the Spruce Tree Campground on the St. Joe River.
- Selective gear fishing rule signs - we purchased angler information
signs, mentioned in previous news letters, for Amber, Coffeepot, and
Medical Lakes.
- Big Horn Show - the club supports a booth where our member vol-

Editors: Lee Funkhouser and Guy Gregory

OCTOBER PROGRAM

Klaus Frimor –International Guide, Rod
and Line Designer for LOOP
Our speaker for October is Klaus Frimor, guide and
rod and line designer for LOOP tackle. Klaus grew up
in the western part Denmark, where, in the beginning,
smaller lakes and streams were the target for his adventures. Now, he fishes worldwide guiding and
conducting casting clinics and
fishing schools
for clients on
most of the great
steelhead and
salmon rivers of
the world. He
will be presenting Steelheading
in the Clearwater
style, where he guides in October and November.
Special Note: he’ll be presenting a casting demo out
in front of the Commons Building with both switch
and spey rods, so grab a beverage and come on out.
This is not to be missed! See you there!
unteers teach young people how to tie flies and, hopefully,
pique their interest in our sport.
- Washington State Council of Fly Fishers International - we
provided some support for the state conclave including a few
volunteers from the club.
While none of these club contributions are large,
they all in some way support our goal of actively promoting
and supporting the conservation and management of fish and
fishing waters which we have been proudly doing since
1956.
Finally, our Runje Releaser group has continued to
plug away building our inventory. We have started to sell
some of these which not only provides a return on our investment for materials, but, more importantly we are starting to
get the releasers into more hands. Their use will help improve fish survival through less stressful release and we will
all benefit if the fish survive to bite another day. Thanks to
Leon Buckles, Floyd Holmes, Dick Odell, Scott Fink, Bruce
Morgan, Bill Papesh, and Bob Schmitt for keeping up the
effort.
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FIN CLIPPING
By Jim Athearn

Once again IEFFC Volunteers helped the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife at the Little Spokane River Fish Hatchery in
September. About 60,000 triploid female rainbow trout were fin
clipped for the ongoing Long Lake program. Talk around the
clipping trough indicated that
fishing out at Long Lake has
been fairly good on the previous
years’ plants so folks might
want to go try it out. Thank you to the IEFFC members who
volunteered including Bob Harley, Tom Hoag, Dan Lobb,
Keith Kuester, Bob Burton, Phil Beck, Floyd Holmes, Jon
Bowne, Jim Athearn and his brother, Bob.

Those little devils can be mighty slippery!

NOVEMBER REMINDER

Remember: Our November Meeting is also the Toys for Tots meeting! Plan now to
bring your donations for the holiday season kickoff!
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STEELHEAD RULE CHANGES
In order to reduce harvest on hatchery steelhead and protect wild steelhead, Idaho
Fish and Game has temporarily reduced the daily bag limit to one steelhead starting
Sept. 3. The lower bag limit applies in the Clearwater River from the mouth to Memorial Bridge, North Fork of the Clearwater River, Snake River, Salmon River and Little
Salmon River. On September 28, Idaho applied that limit to the end of the year: 1
steelhead limit, 3 in possession until the end of 2018.
September 4 WDFW reduced the limit on steelhead to one hatchery fish in the Snake,
as well as the Tucannon, Touchet, and Grande Ronde rivers. Action is being taken to
limit steelhead impacts as the run-size has been reduced to 96,500 A/B Index steelhead from the pre-season forecast of 182,400 fish. All steelhead with unclipped adipose fins must be immediately released unharmed. In addition, anglers must use barbless hooks when fishing for steelhead and must stop fishing for steelhead once the daily limit has been retained. Washington Sport Fishing Rules pamphlet for other regulations, including possession limits, safety closures, etc.

As always, check the most recent rule changes for your destination stream.

FLY SOCIAL
By Len Zickler
Fly Socials - What is a FFI Fly Social?
The Fly Social is a new initiative launched by FFI. Fly Socials are
formal, relaxed gathering of fly fishers intended to benefit a local
conservation project or organization and held at a distillery, winery,
brewery or bar and grill. Further, the Fly Social is an outreach event
designed to introduce FFI’s mission, conservation and education programs, and strengthen FFI as the voice of fly fishing community.
The FFI Fly Social is an alternative to a traditional club fly fishing
meeting. It is meant to complement traditional club meetings and recruit new members. Fly Socials are specifically designed to attract
younger fly angler’s. These gatherings are informal, as there are no
formal business activities or lengthy presentations. The event is an
formal, relaxed meet and greet.
The first Spokane Fly Social was held September 13 at Dry Fly Distillery. We had over 30 attendees and signed three new members. Information regarding local club contacts
and membership was provided. We held a terrific raffle and raised over $250 for the Spokane Riverkeeper.
We will be planning another line social for sometime in January 2019 to benefit Project Healing Waters Fly
Fishing.
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STEELHEAD COUNTS: BONNEVILLE AND
LOWER GRANITE: OCTOBER 1
From the Fish Passage Center
Bonneville Returns
This year: 525 adults
Last Year: 148 adults
10 year average: 1147
Adults

Lower Granite
Returns
This year:18 adults
Last year: 12 adults
10 year average: 225
adults

USING THE WEBSITE
By Lee Funkhouser
Follow the club news regarding projects by simply going to the home page. Scroll down about one
third of the page and you instantly see the most recent projects. To see a complete listing of past
news and projects you simply click on the “Projects” tab on the home page.
The club is very active and constantly working on projects to improve our fisheries. The news and
projects posted are just a part of what is happening in the club, but it shows you some of the contributions our club is making to the betterment of our fly fishing environment.
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FLY OF THE MONTH
Simple Purple Spey

October 2018

Jason Aoki

Most of us who angle for Onchrynchus m ykiss feel you can use any color of streamer you like, as long as
it’s purple. Many who seek the anadromous of these species feel the same way, preferring to swing flies
with significant amounts of purple hues in hackle or body. This month’s fly is a simple tie, using common
materials, but can be tailored at your vise to reflect your own beliefs about what makes these fish hit. Increasing complexity and exotic materials can be adopted, (See flies by John Shewey or Davey McPhail for
inspiration) but sometimes simple is best. Jason’s link is here: https://about-flyfishing.com/fly-patterns/

Hook: Mustad Salmon (or equivalent) Size 4-8
Thread: Uni-Thread Purple 8/0
Body: 6 Strands Purple Mylar Floss
Wing: 2 Black Hackle Tips
Hackle: Purple Saddle Hackle
Collar: White Guinea Hackle
Pinch the barb and then attach the thread on the front portion of the hook. Select 4 strands of
purple mylar and tie them down onto the hook shank behind the hook eye. With the tying
thread wrap the mylar down back until you reach the spot above the hook point. Make sure
when you are wrapping down the mylar that you keep all six strands together on top of the
hook shank. At this point don't be afraid to wrap a little thread down on the hook shank to
give the body a slight taper when you wrap the tinsel forward.

Take a pair of hackle pliers and grasp all six strands of the purple mylar at once. With the
mylar pinched in between the hackle pliers spin the strands into a shiny rope by hand or by
using your dubbing twister attached to your hackle pliers. Wrap this mylar rope forward until
you reach the ¼ mark and tie off.

Select a purple saddle hackle to use as the front hackle for the fly. Try and find a hackle that
has barbs long enough to reach at least the hook point. Tie the hackle down by its tip and
stroke all the hackle barbs backwards to facilitate the wrapping process. Wrap the hackle
three to four times around the hook shank and tie off.

Select two perfectly matched black saddle hackle feathers and strip off the fuzzy hairs at the
bottom of the feather stalk. Measure the hackles so that when tied down at the ¼ they reach
the rear of the hook. Strip off any extra hackle barbs necessary to make the hackle tips sit on
top of the hook shank. With a few light wraps of thread secure the hackle tips on top of the
hook shank, and cut off the extra hackle stalks.
Select a black and white spotted guinea hackle and prepare it in the same way that you did the
purple saddle hackle (tying it down by its tip and stroking the barbs towards the rear of the
fly). With the guinea hackle. Take care when wrapping it around the hook shank seeing that
none of the hackle barbs get tied down by proceeding wraps of the hackle. Try and only make
only one to two complete turns of the guinea hackle around the hook shank and then tie off.
Finally, wrap the tying thread back onto the hackle a few times to create a swept hackle on
your fly. Make sure that you do not wrap back too far and alter the position that the hackle
wings sit at. One you have constructed a small neat head, whip finish and cement thoroughly.

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington

FFI HAPPENINGS
By Len Zickler
We just completed a very successful annual meeting in Boise Idaho. We met at the Boise Center and
enjoyed an outstanding event which included over 60 vendors, casting games, educational programs for
youth women and members, and a very successful auction fundraiser for conservation education programs. Also, this is the first year we conducted the five weight casting competition for Project Healing
Waters Fly Fishing. Over 100 disabled veteran anglers attended.
Next years FFI annual meeting is scheduled for July 24-28 at Montana State University in Bozeman. We
hope to attract over 150 fly tires and world-class Fly-casting instructors. If you’re interested in attending
the event, make sure to make your room arrangements as soon as possible.
Conservation
FFI has been very active on the conservation advocacy front. We have an outstanding conservation
committee who has been actively engaged in promoting clean water and habitat restoration for healthy
fisheries around United States and the world. This past year our conservation committee and Board of
Directors adopted a new land and waters policy and a policy statement on the impacts climate change is
having on our opportunities to enjoy our sport. Our policies are a call to action from our members and we
stand ready to support local and national efforts to address these important issues. You can view our
policy statements on our website.
The conservation committee is always looking for conservation projects we can support through our
grant programs. If you have a conservation project in need of funding please contact myself or Rhonda
Sellers at headquarters for application material.
There’s two new videos on our website. We have just produced our conservation video which identifies
the many conservation projects we support and the policy work we are supporting on issues nationwide.
The video is a very effective tool for local club fundraising, highlighting the great conservation work being
accomplished by Fly Fishers International. You can check out the conservation video on Facebook or
our website. Don’t forget to check out the FFI anthem video that describes our new strategic direction.
Education
Curriculum for the new Learning Center has been posted to our website will be an outstanding resource
for members. Online classes and have been developed for fly-casting, fly tying, conservation and fly fishing skills. The curriculum includes an instructors handbook, a book for students and very helpful step-bystep instruction. Curriculum will be supplemented with video links where appropriate.
Industry Partnership Program
In 2018, we’re implementing our industry partnership program. The program allows clubs and councils to
access discounted merchandise from outstanding fly fishing industry partners or club program delivery
for fundraising purposes. The complete list of partners and merchandise is available through headquarters in Livingston Montana. We have fly tying equipment, rod building equipment, tying vices and fly rods
we can make available for programs delivery for fundraising all at steep discounts.

FLYLEAF CONTRIBUTIONS
A quick note to say that Guy and I are alternating the actual production of The FlyLeaf from
this point forward, so if you have articles to contribute, make sure you send the information to
the newsletter email which is flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com.
Articles must be submitted by the last Friday of the month for inclusion in the newsletter.
Submissions for publication in the Fly Leaf can be made by contacting Lee Funkhouser at flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles
should be submitted by the last Friday of the month for inclusion in the following months newsletter.

