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SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 

STEELHEADING 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

Was it just me?  Or was this one of the fastest summers 

ever to come and go?  It’s been a very busy summer for 

our family.  I did not have a chance to get out and do any 

typical fishing trips to Montana. I definitely will miss not 

being able to get to the Mo and $3 Bridge on the Madi-

son.  Next year for sure! I hope all you had a chance to 

get out on your favorite lake or river.  I’m looking for-

ward to hearing some or your stories at our upcoming 

meeting.  Don’t forget to reach out to Paul Wham  

paulmwham@gmail.com for potential poaches.  

 

A couple of highlights from the summer:  My daughter 

Kassi’s boyfriend visited us in June and I took him to the 

pond out back and he caught his first fish ever and on a 

fly.  It was about a 2 pound Large Mouth Bass. He was so 

excited! It was great!  Then this past week my wife’s 

family visited and I took her nephew (Ben Hallock) out 

on the pond and he caught his largest fish on a fly, about 

a 4 lb.  LM bass. He was thrilled as was I! Their visit has 

been special and very relaxing for all of us. Particularly 

for them as they just got back from the Olympics in RIO, 

where Ben was a member of the USA Water Polo team.  

Though the team did not play their best it was a terrific 

experience for him and their family.  They have some 

wonderful stories, as you can imagine. We’re looking 

forward to Tokyo in 2020.  

 

I was talking with Jim Gaddy a while ago and it sounds 

like we are going to have a really good program this 

month that will kick off the late summer/fall steelhead 

season.  Thought about Spey casting and want to give it a 

try? Or maybe looking for a new Spey rod to add to your 

arsenal? Show up around 5:00pm before our September 

meeting and Gordy Olson and his team can set you up 

with a few of the latest rods to try out.  

The September program will be a roundtable presen-

tation on steelheading put on by several club mem-

bers. Randy Shaber , Scott Mayfield and Hubert 

Langenhorst are spearheading the discussion.  

 

At 5pm there will be a hands on demonstration on 

the use of some of the new spey rods and switch rods 

out on the lawn. If you've been curious" come give it 

a try" 

 

With October around the corner, this is a program 

you want to attend.  See you at the meeting! 

Presidents Message (continued) 
 

I want to let you know the December meeting is going to 

be moved up to December 6th due to a schedule conflict at 

Mukogawa Center.  

 

Finally, Eastern vs. WSU this weekend and should be a 

great game. Hope to see some of the Cougar brethren 

there. If not, I look forward to seeing everyone at the Sep-

tember 13th meeting!  Go Eags!  

mailto:paulmwham@gmail.com
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KID’S FISHING 

By Floyd Holmes 

On Friday May 6th, Bill Papesh and Jerry Harms met at the Ronald McDonald House and rode out 
to Clear Lake with 15 youngsters who were hoping to catch a big trout.  The largest fish caught 
was 24”and all of the youngsters who accompanied Bill and Jerry caught fish and had a good time.  
There were 3 youngsters who were unable to attend because of chemo and radiation treatments. 
 
On Saturday, May 7th, Bill Papesh, Jim Athearn, Randy Shaber, Dick Odell, and Paul Coopwood 
showed up at Clear Lake to help with the Kids Fishing Day.  This year about 850 to 900 kids 
showed up for the event and there were a lot of fish caught. 
 
Paul Coopwood also had his two grandsons, Connis and Ryan Ehring, and their mother Beth help-
ing out with various jobs.  Paul said that Connis was going to use the event as part of his eagle 
scout merit badge project. 
 
My thanks go to all those who helped out with the two fish outs and I hope that I did not miss any 
one. 

FELIX MARTINEZ 

October 7, 1951 to May 13, 2016 

Beloved husband, father, and friend – passed away Friday May 13, 2016 in Spokane, WA. Born in Chey-

enne, WY on October 7, 1951 to Felix Sr. and Rose, he lived in many places until settling in Denver.  

He graduated from Aurora Central High School before going on to the Air Force Academy and Colorado 

College. Medical school at the University of Colorado was followed by residency in Pathology at Univer-

sity of New Mexico, and fellowships in Surgical Pathology at University of Iowa and Cytopathology at 

St. Louis University. He's called Spokane home for the past 28 years, working for Incyte Diagnostics.  

He married Jan Bowes on June 27, 1981, and together they raised Jake (30) and Rosie (27) who were 

adopted from S. Korea. He was loved by his family and his precious granddaughter. Felix was a master 

gardener, birdwatcher, and fisherman, collecting a myriad of friends in those pursuits. His joy, gentleness, 

and compassion will be deeply missed. 

A memorial service and reception was held at 10:00 AM on Saturday May 21, 2016, First Presbyterian 

Church, 318 S. Cedar St., Spokane, WA 99201. In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts in his honor may be 

sent to Christ Kitchen, 2410 N. Monroe St, Spokane, WA 99205. (Memo line indicate: Felix Martinez 

Memorial Fund) 
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DID YOU KNOW 

By Jerry McBride 

 

Phil Beck has had an interesting work career.  He graduated from the Brookings Institute in California with 

a Bachelor of Arts degree majoring in industrial photography and with a 

minor in portraiture.  Over the years after graduation he did everything from 

aerial photography to portraits.  He even did some photography of nude fe-

male models that he describes as “interesting and very challenging”.  His 

last position as a photographer was with Kodak at their film manufacturing 

plant in Colorado 

 

When the bottom fell out of the film business and he was laid off by Kodak 

Phil had to scramble to make a living to feed his family.  At various times 

he worked for Costco, managed a tire store and ran several commercial film 

developing businesses. 

 

The opportunity to go to work for the US Postal Service became available 

and so Phil became a mail carrier.  He delivered mail rain or shine for the 

US Postal Service for 16 years and retired last year.  Phil estimates that he 

walked 40,000 miles delivering the mail.  That is about 1 1/2 times around 

the earth! 

ROCK ISLAND LAKE OPPORTUNITY 

By Phil Beck 

If you are looking for an excursion to an “off the beaten path” area, consider this trip. Phil Beck just returned 

from an outstanding trip with the Evergreen Fly Fishing Club to Rock Island Lake, about 1 1/2 hours north of 

Kamloops.  The camp has 6 log cabins and Phil has asked them to give us a chance at a couple of dates if we 

can generate enough interest.  What a great opportunity!! 

 

The fishing was great and food excellent.  They have boats at some of the 25 plus lakes that you have access 

to, but a pontoon boat can be brought to give a fisherman a better chance to enjoy any of the lakes.  The cost 

of the week stay is around $400 Canadian if we can get 25 fisherman.  They supply dinners, while lunch can 

be planned between each cabin.  They do have a bathhouse with hot showers and the cabins include beds and 

bedding. Each cabin also has propane cooktops and woodstoves. 

 

They are currently holding the week of July 22nd to July 28th for us with an alternate date of September 2nd 

to 8th, (remember that is Labor Day weekend).  More details are available by contacting Phil Beck.   

 

Loons, Eagles, Great Fishing!!    Let Phil know if you are interested.  We need to get some commitment so 

we can let them know if we are able to get a group together.  Sounds like great fun!!. 
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FLIES STILL NEEDED 

By Chet Allison 

  

I recently visited a club member in the hospital and discovered I am so low on flies that I may be 

the sole source of flies for the sick. I will be at the September meeting and am hoping each of you 

that tie flies can bring a dozen or so for the sick.  

 

The men like the flies and the visits are very good for me as well as the sick. I will continue to do 

the task of visiting the sick be it at home or the hospital but I need some help with the flies.  

 

Please bring flies to the September 13th meeting to help the program continue. 

The upturned, bloated bodies of mountain whitefish litter the banks of the Yellowstone River at a spot typi-

cally thick with anglers and drift boats. The native species is being killed by a parasite that affects their kid-

neys. So far it hasn't been found inside Yellowstone National Park itself, and the river's prized wild trout 

appear to be fighting it off. But Patrick Byorth with the conservation group Trout Unlimited says the fish 

killed downstream of the park still hits like a punch in the gut.  The magnitude of this kill is unlike anything 

our fish health specialists have seen before in Montana. 

Not only is fishing now forbidden. People aren't even allowed to float on the river or enter it at all to prevent 

the parasite from spreading. That means river guides in one of the world's top fly fishing destinations are 

canceling reservations, and Byorth says tourists are going elsewhere. 

 

Specialists are scrambling to get a good assessment of how far the parasite has spread, whether it's affecting 

the Yellowstone's hundreds of miles of tributaries and to sequence the genome of the parasite, which will 

help them understand exactly what they're up against. 

 

Biologists expect the outbreak will die down when the water temperature in the Yellowstone River drops 

next month, but they say it may take until next spring when the river level rises with spring runoff before 

things get closer to being normal again. At this point, they're not making any firm predictions.  

ROSTER CHANGES 

Bob Anderson—New Address 

P.O. Box 1571 

Palmer Lake, CO 80133 

 

If you find errors or have changes for the 2016 roster, please let us know.  Also let us know if those 

changes can be put in The Fly Leaf.  There are blank pages at the end of the book to allow for new 

members and we will be updating the information throughout the year. 

YELLOWSTONE RIVER FISH KILL 

By Eric Whitney 
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FLY OF THE MONTH 

 

 CougDog          September 2016     Lee Funkhouser 

Sometimes something done as a joke ends up actually being successful.  This fly originated from jars of assorted 

fly tying materials.  Being in a club with numerous Cougars and Huskies, and with football season approaching it 

looked like fun.  Well, this micro leach actually has been quite productive.  I have fished it at West Medical Lake, 

Amber Lake, Babbitz Lake, McDowell Lake and Long Lake (Republic).  It was especially good at Long Lake as 

the cutthroats went crazy for it.  It is best fished in sunlight as it is a fairly bright fly when in the water.  Now I 

just need to figure out if it is the tail (Cougars) or the body/head (Huskies) that is the key to it’s success.  

 

Hook: Size 10 Gamakatsu barbless 

Thread: Black Ultrathread 140 

Bead:  Gold plated Cyclops 10/12  

Body:  Purple Chenille 

Tail:  Maroon Marabou with red and regular Krystal Flash 

Hackle:  Saddle Hackle Dyed Black 
 

 

 

1. Place the gold bead on the hook, moving it to the eye  

of the hook, and line the hook shank with tying thread. 

Take marabou and add to it 4-5 strands of each of the krys-

tal flash colors.  Tie the tail down securely just forward of 

the hook bend.  

 

 

 

 

2. Attach the chenille and hackle with the tying thread just 

forward of the hook bend.  Wrap the thread back to the 

gold bead.  Wrap the chenille all the way to the gold bead 

and tie it securely with the thread. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Trim the chenille and then wrap the hackle towards the 

bead.  Tie it down securely and trim off the excess.  Whip 

finish.  Trim the tail as needed. 

 

 



Submissions for publication in the Fly Leaf can be made by contacting Lee Funkhouser at flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles 

should be submitted by the last Friday of the month for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  

IFFF Report 
By Chet Allison 

To Join FFF simply go to the website listed. 

  
 http://www.fedflyfishers.org/, click Membership, click join then the blue 

round button Join the FFF today 

International Federation of Fly Fishers 

Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing 

 

The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club 

IFFF Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner 

The WSCIFFF through your support can continue our mission to conserve and restore 

our resources, and educate fly fishers in our sport and grow advocacy for fish and fish-

eries. 

 

 

10th Annual Fly Fishing Show 

 

This past April 29 & 30, the Washington State Council IFFF held its 10th annual fly fishing show in 

Ellensburg. The show was well received by the general public with many tyers and casters from 

around the Pacific Northwest. 

 

The tyers were numbered at 80, tying everything that you can imagine. Dozens of would-be casters 

had their chance to learn the casting skills they need to go out and cast a fly line to their favorite 

species of fish. 

 

Vendor’s numbered about 27, demonstrating rod, reels, lines and everything that will fit your fish-

ing needs as well as decorative wood carvings, inlaid nets and fly boxes to name few. Casting For 

Recovery and Project Healing Waters got a chance to talk to prospective volunteers and share with 

those that were interested in the two programs letting them know they too could help and teach 

those in need. 

 

Jerry McBride and Jim Athearn plied their tying talents with those that attended the fly fair inter-

ested in learning to tie a fly. I talked to some that were at the Tying Table, and were they excited. 

They were excited about fishing with their fly.  I asked them if they were going to pursue fly tying 

and with some of that excitement some said, “yes I am.”  Maybe Jerry and Jim will see them next 

year with a report of their tying and fishing experiences. Mark your calendar for next year’s fair, 

May 5 & 6, 2017 at the Kittitas Valley Event Center in Ellensburg. 

 

At the banquet dinner Chet Allison was awarded the 2016 Council of Excellence Award which he 

received at the national fly fishing fair in Livingston. Also presented awards in Livingston, were 

Jim Ferguson, Oregon, the Buszek Award and Tilda Evans was named Federator of the Year. 

http://www.fedflyfishers.org/

