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MARCH PROGRAM 

By Neal Beechinor 

At the March meeting your Legacy Committee will 

continue the sale of Bob Bates fishing equipment, 

materials and books. Proceeds will be used to sup-

port kids fishing.  We have also acquired some of 

Fenton Roskelley’s gear which will be made available 

at a later date. 
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FLY TYING MATERIALS-LEGACY COMMITTEE 
By Jim Turner 

The winter has been long and I am looking forward to spring.  

I am going to give the Spokane River a try before it closes 

and I decided to meet up with my brother for a Yakima River 

excursion, but I am really more anxious for the lake fishing to 

start.  

 

It’s been a busy month for IEFFC.  We are involved in the 

updating of the Swanson Lakes Reserve operational plan, we 

were contacted to do some more fin clipping, there is an alter-

native plan floating around regarding the Amber Lake launch, 

we are following the legislative issue regarding dredging, and 

we are also watching some other environmental issues, from 

the Pebble Mine issue in Alaska, to instream flow setting on 

our own Spokane River.   

 

In addition, it is that planning time for Big Horn, Morningstar 

and Kid’s fishing.  We have a bunch of busy folks.  A special 

shout out for those of you keeping me on top of issues includ-

ing, but not limited to, George Potter, Chet Allison, Jim At-

hearn, and Scott Mayfield.   

 

The website is now updated and we now have a crew of three 

looking at keeping it informative and up to date.  We are 

looking at some minor additions to the site so that it will bet-

ter serve the purposes of the IEFFC and the Spokane area.  

Skip Cavanaugh, John Ralston and Eric Delbo will be taking 

care of making things happen.  Don’t hesitate to share ideas 

with them. 

 

Roster preparation is beginning in one week so I hope every-

one has paid their dues.  We should have the roster printed 

and out to each of the members  mid to late March. 

 

I hope to see you at this months’ meeting.  Jeff Currier should 

give us a great show and I am looking forward to his presen-

tation.  Neal has really brought in some great speakers to start 

the year.  Looking forward to seeing you on the 11th.   

Jeff Currier from Victor, Idaho will be at our club meeting in 

March to give us a presentation on “Fly Fishing in and around 

Jackson Hole, Wyoming.”  He has taught the skills of fly fish-

ing, guided fly fishers throughout Wyoming and Yellowstone 

National Park, and escorted fly fishers on six continents.  Jeff 

has fished in forty-seven countries and caught over 300 species 

of fish on the fly.  His articles, photographs, and artwork have 

graced the pages of magazines, catalogs, brochures, and books. 

I urge all of you to look at his website, jeffcurrier.com prior to 

our meeting as he has very impressive credentials.  I have been 

told that he gives an excellent presentation with a goodly 

amount of humor. He is also donating a piece of his artwork to 

our club.  

Let’s show Jeff our great IEFFC hospitality.  I’m sure you 

won’t want to miss him.  

The month of April will bring our local Washington and Idaho 

fish biologists.    



2014 ROSTER 

By Lee Funkhouser 
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TWO FOR ONE TRIP 

With Kelly Laatsch 

Our January speaker, Kelly Laatsch, has given the IEFFC a two-day guided trip for the 

price of one day.  I know that there will be great interest in this offer and Gordy Olson 

will be selling tickets for it along with the continued ticket sales for the rod that is cur-

rently being raffled.   

The trip will be given away at the March meeting so that the winner can schedule the trip 

as quickly as possible.  You do not need to be present to win, so if you can’t make the 

March meeting send another member (one you can trust) with money to purchase tickets 

for you.   

We are in the midst of roster preparation and would like any changes in personal informa-

tion to be included.  Many of you have turned in changes throughout the year, but to make 

sure we get everything correct send those changes in again.  All changes should be sent to 

Steve Dixon at elrico9@comcast.net and copied to Lee Funkhouser at  

lfunkhouser@comcast.net . 

FLY TYING CLINIC 

Dave Hughes 

Thanks to Dave Hughes for a great clinic! 
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PEBBLE MINE AREA 

Ross Purnell-Fly Fisherman Magazine 

After three years of research, the Environmental Protection Agency Jan 15 released its final watershed as-

sessment describing how the proposed Pebble Mine would impact salmon and other ecological resources 

along the Nushagak and Kvichak rivers, as well as native cultures. 

The report, titled “An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, 

Alaska,” concludes that normal mine operations would destroy 24 to 94 miles of salmon-supporting streams 

and 1,300 to 5,350 acres of wetlands, ponds, and lakes. An additional 9 to 33 miles of salmon-supporting 

streams would experience altered streamflows. 

To make the assessment, the EPA considered mine scenarios proposed by the owner Northern Dynasty Min-

erals Ltd., and submitted to the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.The report also indicates that the 

mine would generate millions of tons of waste requiring treatment and storage, and that storage failures 

could have additional massive impacts. 

Bristol Bay supports the largest sockeye salmon fishery in the world with a value of $1.5 billion annually, 

producing nearly 50 percent of the world’s wild sockeye salmon with runs averaging 37.5 million fish each 

year. The Pebble Mine is the world’s largest low-grade copper deposit with gold and other minerals valued 

at more than $400 billion. 

The scientific report produced by the EPA has no regulatory effect, but provides decision makers with data 

they need to process future permit applications. 

Also, section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act allows the EPA administrator to prohibit, withdraw, deny or 

restrict the discharge of dredged or fill materials into the waters of the United States if such discharge “will 

have an unacceptable adverse effect on . . . fishery areas (including spawning and breeding areas), wildlife, 

or recreational areas.” EPA may do so “before a permit application has been submitted to the Corps.” 

Section 404(c) has been used 13 times; 11 of these have been by Republican administrations. 

“The EPA’s assessment makes it clear that the Pebble Mine would deal a huge blow to the sportsman’s para-

dise we have in Bristol Bay,” said Tim Bristol, director of Trout Unlimited’s Alaska Program. 

“Bristol Bay is the last place you should put a mine like this. The EPA needs to act now to protect Bristol 

Bay and Alaskan jobs.” 
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2014 Bighorn Outdoor 

Adventure Show 

March 20th - 23rd 2014 

Spokane Interstate Fairgrounds 

Big Horn Sports Show:   The IEFFC will once again be participating in the Big Horn 

Show from March 20th to March 23rd.  We will have our booth with club member vol-

unteers demonstrating fly tying and teaching young people to tie similar to what we 

have done in the past.  We will also have the two adjacent booths set up as a tying thea-

ter for tying demonstrations.  This is something the Big Horn Show people asked us to 

do and they are providing all three booths at no cost to the club.  We have had a strong 

response to the request for tyers and the schedule looks great.  We also put together 

some basic fly tying kits to give out to youngsters who show an avid interest in improv-

ing their tying skills.  Make sure you come by and see what we are doing.  Our presen-

tation should be well received by all who attend.  

BIGHORN OUTDOOR ADVENTURE SHOW 
By Jim Athearn 

Admission: 

Adults: 9.00 

Military/Seniors/Students: 8.00 

Kids 6 and under with parents are free! 

Paid admission is good for all four days 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

The Fly Leaf has a 

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS  

In an effort to increase access to the publication of The Fly Leaf we 

have created a new email address for submissions to the publica-

tions committee.  Please try to use that address for any future sub-

missions or questions you wish to address to the editorial staff. 

 

New email address:    flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com 



FLY OF THE MONTH 
 

Black Sculpin                          March 2014                             Gene Lorenson 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

Sculpins are a juicy mouthful for many of our favorite trout and other game fish.  They are found in many aquatic en-

vironments through the fly fishers world.  They come in many shades of color, but many are very dark.  This month’s 

featured fly imitates the black sculpins in the St. Joe and other nearby streams.  The rabbit fur tail produces lots of 

wiggle, the cactus chenille adds sparkle and the spun, trimmed deer hair provides the shape of the wide, flat head and 

large front fins.  I like to add eyes to give added strike appeal.  The lead underbody takes it to the bottom quickly.  Fish 

it deep near the cover of rocks and logs.  

 

Hook: Alcock sproat #4, 3x long, 2x stout (or equivalent) 

Thread: Strong black nylon 

Tail: Black rabbit fur strip 

Body: Medium, black cactus chenille over lead wire 

Head and fins: Spun and trimmed black deer hair 

Eyes: Spirit River 3D molded eyes 2.5 silver 

 

 

1. Bend the barb and line the back half of the hook with tying 

thread. Tie in a piece of rabbit strip leaving a 1/2-inch strip 

dangling to the rear. Wind lead wire from the hook bend to the 

middle of the hook shank. 

 

2. Cover the lead wire with the cactus chenille. 

 

3. Take a bunch of the black deer hair about the thickness of a 

pencil with the points of the hair left on. Even the points in a hair 

stacker. Trim the butt so the bunch is about an inch long. Spin the 

hair around the hook shank right in front of the chenille body as 

shown. The pointed ends should be longer. Repeat this step with 

another bunch of hair. Push the bunches back as tight as possible. 

Now take 1/2-inch long bunches of hair with the pointed ends 

trimmed off and spin as many bunches as you can get on the front 

of the hook shank. Pack the hair back tightly. Whip finish a small 

head and trim the tying thread. 

 

4. Now trim the deer hair to form 

the wide, flat sculpin head. Trim a 

small flat spot on each side of the 

head where the eyes will go. Put a 

small blob of Shoe Goo on the back 

of the eyes and firmly press them in 

place. 



INLAND EMPIRE FLY FISHING CLUB 
PO Box 2926, 
Spokane, WA 99220-2926 
 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

CHARTER MEMBER and McKENZIE PLAQUE WINNER 

WANTED: FLY FISHERS FOR MORNING STAR FISHOUT 
By Bill McElroy 

Morning Star Boys Ranch Casting/Tying and Fishing are May 8 and 10, 2014 

 

First of all, thanks to all of you who have participated in this event and made it such a success.  All of your veterans’ efforts have 

been greatly appreciated. 

 

We will meet for breakfast at LindeBees Diner at 7 am Saturday May 10. The address is 111 Lefebre (Main Street by City Hall) in 

Medical Lake.  They have the perfect size banquet room, good service and free parking. The IEFFC will buy breakfast for you and 

the boys. LindeBees phone number is 299-3861. 

 

We are going to West Medical Lake and you will need a small boat. If you don’t have one, boats and motors are for rent at the lake. 

Let me know and I will reserve one for you. 

 

They will have no gear and usually little, if any, raingear.  Bring all fishing gear for them and raingear if you have extra.  Bring your 

lunch and maybe a soft drink for the boy.  The boys will have their lunch provided by the Ranch.  Please bring a spare of sunglasses 

if you can.  Life jackets are required and are also available at the resort.  We are usually done around 2:30.  The Ranch would prefer 

not to deal with fish, so let’s use the opportunity to promote catch-and-release. 

 

The tying and casting is on Thursday night at 5:30 on May 8. The fishing day is on Saturday May 10. 

 

This is a function that the boys look forward to every year. Come along and provide a positive role model for a young man. 

 

I will have an email list for everyone and provide further information as required.  Please sign up at any of the upcoming meetings, 

or contact me directly at my contact information in the Roster. 

 


