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NOVEMBER PROGRAM 

By Lee Funkhouser 

Our speaker for this month’s meeting, Kelly Galloup, is 
well known throughout the country as one of the premier 
streamer fly creators.  His presentation is one that you 
don’t want to miss.  His experience and credentials are 
impressive and we are lucky to have him visiting our 
club. 
 
Kelly started his fly fishing career at the age of 13, tying 
flies for the local tackle shop. He started guiding at the 
age of 16 and still manages to run a couple trips a year. 
Kelly owned and operated The Troutsman Fly Shop and 
Guide Service in Northern Michigan for 20 years. He sold 
the Troutsman in 2001, and purchased The Slide Inn 
Lodge on the banks of the Madison River in southwest 
Montana. 
  
Kelly has written two books:  “Modern Streamers for Tro-
phy Trout” and “Cripples and Spinners”, and has numer-
ous DVD's on tying and fishing.  
 
In 2003 Kelly received the living legend award from the 
FFF, and was awarded the Charles E Brooks Memorial 
Life Award in 2007. He has over fifty nationally recog-
nized fly patterns that are sold worldwide, and is cur-
rently a signature tier for Rainy’s Flies.  
  
He is also a rod and line designer for St Croix rods and 
Scientific Anglers. Kelly has been published in every ma-
jor fly fishing periodical in the U.S., and is one of the Edi-
tors at large for Fly Fisherman Magazine. Kelly is also 
the host of “Fly Fish TV with Kelly Galloup”. As one of 
the most sought after speakers in the country, Kelly 
spends much of his winter months speaking for clubs 
and Sports shows across the country. 

TOYS FOR TOTS 

This is our Toys For Tots Donation  

Meeting.  Bring a toy or donate cash so 

children less fortunate can have a 

Joyful Christmas. 

Having  just completed my annual Grande Ronde pilgrimage my favor-

ite river did not disappoint.  I spent many an hour sitting over the Rock 

Garden run trying to conjure up just the right fly to temp my wary ad-

versary and just like I do every year I eventually just grabbed some-

thing out of my fly box that looked appealing and tied it on. If steel-

heading has taught me anything, it’s patience. If you stay on the water 

long enough,  sooner or later you will be rewarded with that intoxicat-

ing “tug”.  Although I did not catch as many fish as I have in the past I 

was fortunate enough  to land a 35 inch wild buck on the Snake. This 

was the biggest and most spirited fish of my trip. Many thanks to Lee, 

Neal, Hubie, Rick and Lowell for stopping by our trailer during their 

travels. It is always nice to see a friendly face away from home. 

Unfortunately not all was good news during my trip.  I was saddened to 

hear of the passing of Bob Bates and Jim Turner’s brother , Tom, while 

on the Ronde.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to both families during 

these difficult times. 

A couple of club items: 

-November is our Toys for Tots drive.  Please do not forget to bring a 

small gift for those less fortunate. The holiday season is right around 

the corner and these small acts of kindness go a long way. 

-A  Board position has opened and in order for us to meet the require-

ments of our By-Laws and continue our succession in the chairs we 

need to fill this position by December.  When I was asked to join the 

Board 4 years ago I was concerned about the amount of time it would 

take.  I discussed this with several past presidents and board members 

and came to the conclusion that the time commitment was not as great 

as I anticipated.  I have participated in many non profit organizations 

and I am happy to say after four years this has certainly been the most 

enjoyable! I have made many good friends and just as important  I 

would not have shared in many wonderful fishing experiences had it 

not been for those connections I made while serving on the Board. I 

would strongly encourage anyone who has an interest to contact a 

Board member.  We would be happy to share our experiences. In the 

end you will be glad you did. 

I usually close my President’s message with the tag line “keep you an-

chor on the downwind side”.   Each month I would send my President’s 

message to Bob Bates and he would place it in the fly leaf. After about 

6 months Bob called me and asked how I kept my boat in one place if 

my anchor was always on the downwind side.……… I was somewhat 

at a loss for words, after regrouping I told Bob this was a spey casting 

term. He chuckled and said “Someday I am going to try that”……  

Bob, I hope you get your wish…….    
Tight lines to all, 



BOB BATES—April 15, 1930 to October 16th, 2013 

The Ultimate Volunteer   by Leon Buckles  

Robert Bates was the 1989, Fly Fisherman of the Year.  

This is the highest annual honor accorded a member of 

IEFFC.  Bob received a Gene Lorenson painting of a 

steelhead about to strike a Fall Fancy, a steelhead pat-

tern created by Bob. 

Bob has been a member of the club since 1964 and an 

active supporter of club projects.  He has tied numerous 

flies to be photographed in Flies of the Northwest, be-

ginning with the 1986, third edition.  Bob participated in 

practically all Morningstar Boys Ranch fish-outs; and 

over a two year period, he made 14 trips to Bayley Lake 

and attended a number of meetings in conjunction with 

the “Plug the Hole” project.  Bob and Hardy Kruse 

were deeply involved with the project. 

Bob’s father was a Navy man so he saw a lot of the 

country while he was growing up.  He attended High 

School in four different cities.  He learned the fine art of 

catching sun perch and catfish while at Big Fork, Arkan-

sas.  He attended San Francisco Junior College, Berke-

ley and Gonzaga, earning a double M.S. in mining engi-

neering and mathematics. 

Bob served in the Army during the Korean War and was 

stationed in the Phillipine Islands.  While in San Fran-

cisco, he met his future wife Dora.  They were rightfully 

proud of their three adopted children: Hillary, Felicia 

and Eugene. 

After the kids learned to ski, Bob decided to join them 

on the slopes and two years later he became a ski in-

structor.  He worked for a mining exploration company 

for a short time before joining the Bureau of Mines from 

which he retired after 33 and  1/2 years.  He started as a 

mine inspector and concluded his career as a senior staff 

engineer. 

After retirement, Bob looked forward to more time to 

fish and ski.  He also enjoyed working as a Senior Vol-

unteer, giving school children tours of the fish hatchery.  

He also volunteered his time teaching students the art of 

fly tying and fly fishing. 

Before moving to Spokane, the Bates family lived in the 

Denver, Colorado area for 5 and 1/2 years, where they 

enjoyed fishing numerous high mountain lakes in the 

nearby Rockies.  He was not a fly fisherman when they 

started, but soon observed that fish fed almost exclu-

sively on very small insects.  Bob tried purchasing flies 

that would match the naturals, but very few were avail-

able, and custom-tied flies were very expensive. 

Out of necessity Bob decided he would tie his own.  A 

friend showed him a few basics and the rest he learned 

from an early edition of Herter’s Professional Fly Tying 

and Tackle Making Manual.  Herter’s mail order catalog 

provided most of the essential materials, but Bob was 

unable to find hooks small enough.  He finally located a 

firm that would special order sizes 20, 22 and 24 with 

turned up eyes, but only in quantities of 1,000 each!  

Bob bought them in 1961 and today he still has a few 

left. 

Bob transferred to the Spokane office of the Bureau of Mines in 

1963 and joined the IEFFC in 1964 as a guest of Hank Lear-

nard, the club’s president at the time.  Shortly thereafter 

George Todd and Bob Carnes introduced Bob to Steelhead 

fishing, a sport at which he became highly proficient.  To add to 

his credits, Bob also is well known as the father of Hilary Bates 

who earned widespread acclaim throughout the Northwest for 

his skill at fly fishing for steelhead.  Hillary’s skill, however, is a 

credit to his instructor, his father. 

When Hilary was only 7 or 8 years old, Bob would take him 

along on steelhead trips and after hooking a fish, he would hand 

the rod over to Hilary to land the fish.  He also taught him steel-

head fighting techniques in their backyard and by age 10, Hilary 

caught his first steelhead on his own, and from then on, there 

was no stopping.  Hilary went on to catch trophy steelhead, tar-

pon, bonefish, etc., around the world while Bob stayed home to 

support the family. 

Bob was very involved with the FFF and editor of the Northwest 

Chapter newsletter as well as the editor of the FFF’s Fly of the 

Month.  He attended all of the conclaves and was a featured fly 

tier.  He has been editor of our Fly Leaf since October 1993 and 

published the club roster each year.  In 2004, Bob received the 

Distinguished Service Award from the club.  At the 2013 Inter-

national Federation of Fly Fishing Fair, Bob was presented  the 

prestigious Dick Nelson Fly Tying Teaching Award. 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

CHARTER MEMBER and McKENZIE PLAQUE WINNER 

TOM TURNER—April 11, 1946 to October 14, 2013 

Tom was born in Phoenix, Arizona on April 11, 1946 and passed away in Spokane, Washington 

on October 14, 2013.  Tom was a stock broker and is survived by his wife of 42 years, Kathy, his 

daughter, Camille DeMarco, and son-in-law, Matt DeMarco, brother Jim Turner and sister-in-law 

Leanne Turner, sister-in-law, Charlene Turner, nieces Cindy, Amy and Mollie, and grandchildren, 

Madeline and Nick DeMarco. 

Tom was an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed skiing, snowmobiling, hunting, fishing and racing 

sailboats on Lake Coeur D’Alene.  He was a charter member of the Panhandle Yacht Club and 

held the position of Commodore of the Spokane Sailing Club. 

Tom enjoyed spending time with family and friends; most notably traveling with his wife Kathy.  

Some of Toms’ favorite trips included visiting friends in Europe, scuba diving in Hawaii, fishing 

with his brothers in Alaska, and helicopter skiing with close friends. 

Tom will be missed and will be remembered as a man who worked hard, enjoyed life and, rest 

assured, he would do it all over again. 

SPEY ROD FOR SALE 

Leonard Gross 

Leonard Gross has a friend who is selling a Winston BIIX 13' 8/9 weight spey rod. It has never been fished 

and he is asking $600. If anyone has any interest, they can contact Leonard @ 939-9058. 

 

Submissions for publication in the Fly Leaf can be made by contacting Lee Funkhouser at lfunkhouser@comcast.net.  Articles 

should be submitted by the last Friday of the month for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  


