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Harry Calhoun and I were the opening hours fly tiers at the 
2012 Big Horn Show.  We tied flies of all sizes and colors.  
Children and adults alike stopped by asking question about 
how to tie what was currently in the vise.  Some fly fishing 
hopefuls asked about what color of fly was best, we were 
even asked where a person could find the Beaver Pelt fly 
pattern.  We guided the man to the best place to find it.  
Harry had just tied a Beaver Pelt which the man took a 
picture of with his phone and left excited that he had the 
where to find the pattern and a picture for it.  The best I 
could tell from our 4 hours of tying is that people are still 
very interested in fly fishing and fly tying. 

 
Well men if you haven’t caught a fish or two with all of the 
flies you’ve been tying all winter you are asleep.  I have 
had the chance to go out to Amber on March 7.  After 
Lowell Tveit and Tom May broke the ice for me, I had a 
great day for March.  Hooked 8 landed 4, one 17 inch and 
three19 inch fish.  Not a bad day. 

 
I have talked to several fly fishermen with the same kind of 
a report at a variety of waters.  So men put down the rake, 
the pruning shears and shovels and go get something 
straight between you and a fish.  Maybe you’ll need to wait 
for the rain to go away, and then go fishing. 

 
I have tied up some 4.5 inch long leech patterns that I plan 
on trying out before the next club meeting.  With a little 
luck, some skill and lots O’ cunning I hope to have a report 
on how they work at Medical Lake.  I watched a guy last 
year use something similar to this pattern do quite will out 
there.  He caught a couple of 4 pounders  

 
just to show me they do work well down deep and slow 
moving.  A report is coming later. 
 
As one of the premier fly clubs of Washington I’ve had 
several phone calls since the first of the year inquiring 
about the fishing and lodging prospects around Spokane.  
Many have asked if they could use the IEFFC dinner 
facilities for their dinner programs or Bar B Q events.  I tell 
them it is not our place we also just use it.  Gentlemen that 
is respect, based on our performance as a club not asked for 
or expected!  I am proud to be a club member and more 
honored that you have chosen me to be your club President. 

 
Friends and fellow club members thank you for the flowers 
that you sent my wife during her cancer surgery.  She was 
surprised to say the least.  Opening the card she said with 
surprise “these are from your friends”.  She will need to go 
through radiation but is expected to recover fully in 3 to 4 
months.  Thank you again. 

 
I received a call from Scott Sorensen of “On Track 
Academy” an alternative school in Spokane.  I know there 
isn’t a lot of time to prepare, but I told him I would do what 
I can.  Read the note elsewhere in the Fly Leaf for more 
info.  Call me if you’d like more info 362-5320. 

GENERAL MEETING 
INLAND EMPIRE FLY FISHING CLUB 

MUKOGAWA FORT WRIGHT INSTITUTE 
COMMONS 

April 10, 2012 
Wet Fly Hour: 5:30 p.m. 

Dinner: 6:30 p.m. 

APRIL PROGRAM 
By Mike Beasley 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Chet Allison 

Tamara Knudson earned a Bachelor of Science and a 
Master of Science in Biology with an emphasis in aquatic 
ecology from Eastern Washington University.  For her 
graduate project she studied 17 eastern Washington lakes 
that are stocked annually with rainbow trout by the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife.  The 
purpose of Tamara’s graduate work was to identify 
factor(s) among regional lakes that may be used by fish 
managers to predict rainbow trout growth.  Tamara will 
present her graduate work and significant findings.  She 
is currently employed as a limnologist under the Lake 
Roosevelt Fisheries Evaluation Program for the Spokane 
Tribe.



 
 
 
 
First of all, thanks to all of you who have participated in this event and made it such a success.  All of your veterans’ 
efforts have been greatly appreciated. 
 
We will meet for breakfast at LindeBees Diner at 7 am Saturday. The address is 111 Lefebre (Main Street by City Hall) in 
Medical Lake.  They have the perfect size banquet room, good service and free parking.  The IEFFC will buy breakfast 
for you and the boys.  LindeBees phone number is 299-3861. 
 
We are going to West Medical Lake and you will need a small boat.  If you don’t have one, boats and motors are for rent 
at the lake.  Let me know, and I will reserve one for you. 
 
They will have no gear and usually little, if any, raingear.  Bring all fishing gear for them and raingear if you have extra.  
Bring your lunch and maybe a soft drink for the boy.  The boys will have their lunch provided by the Ranch.  Please bring 
a spare of sunglasses if you can.  Life jackets are required and are also available at the resort.  We are usually done around 
2:30.  The Ranch would prefer not to deal with fish, so let’s use the opportunity to promote catch-and-release. 
 
The tying and casting is on Thursday night at 5:30 on May 11. The fishing day is on Saturday May 12. 
 
This is a function that the boys look forward to every year. Come along and provide a positive role model for a young 
man. 
 
I will have an email list for everyone and provide further information as required.  Please sign up at the meeting April 10, 
or contact me directly, see the Roster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MORNING STAR BOYS RANCH FISH OUT SATURDAY, MAY 12, 2012 
By Bill McElroy 

KIDS FISHING DAY 
By Floyd Holmes 

This year’s Kids Fishing Day will be on Sat May 5th at 
Clear Lake at the Fairchild Air Force Base 
Recreational area. Volunteers will meet at 7:00 am for 
orientation on what will take place for the day. There 
will be a sign up sheet out at the April meeting. Please 
volunteer and come out and help as the more people 
we have helping the easier it is on everyone. 
 
Also there will be a work party to assemble fishing 
rods on April 5th and April 19th at 6:00 pm at the 
Inland Northwest wildlife council building on north 
Market St. 

A REQUEST FROM ON TRACK ACADEMY 
By Chet Allison 

The IEFFC has been asked to help with this class project.  Scott has 
sent off to get the fishing permit for the kids on the 20th.  If it doesn’t 
get here in time for that date the 27th is the next date for fishing, he 
hasn’t said but I thing the26th then would be the fly tying day.  He 
needs men with boats and equipment, they have none of it.  The 
school is going to take care of any liability problems.  In our 
discussion I suggested Amber or Medical because the general season 
won’t be open yet.  If the permit comes late then maybe we could 
move to West Medical Lake.  The request for 5 to 8 men with boats 
has been made to teach these kids fly fishing: Does the IEFFC have 
any volunteers?  Sign up at the April meeting. 
 
A request from On Track Academy: 
 
Thank you for speaking with me on the phone Thursday evening 
regarding our Spokane District students involved with Environmental 
Studies.  Our school, On Track Academy, is located at 2802 E.  Rich.  
We are a small new high school with approx. 300 students consisting 
of juniors and seniors.  We would like to get 8 to 10 students exposed 
to fly tying and fishing with a theme of resource conservation.  Per 
our conversation, the dates that would work well are: 
 
April 19th, Thursday 11:00 to 1:45 tying flies 
April 20th Friday fishing any part of the day 9-3 
 
Scott Sorensen -- On Track Academy 
 

ROSTER CHANGES 
By Lee and Steve 

Phone Number Change 
 
Leon Buckles:  Cell: 509 385-4569 
 
We will be printing the roster in April so any changes 
to member’s personal information should be sent to 
both Lee Funkhouser - 251-3394, or Steve Dixon -  
466-5462, so we can make sure we get the most 
accurate roster possible. 



 
FLY OF THE MONTH 

 
 
 
 

Sand Fly Nymph    April 2012  Herb Butler

Way back in the dark ages when I was a novice fly fisherman (sometimes I think I still am), one of 

my favorite and most successful patterns was the Sand Fly Nymph. It caught many fine fish for me. It 

was originated by Herb Butler, formerly of Spokane, about 1948. The marabou tail simulates the air 

bubble following nymph's progress. This was one of the most popular Inland Empire nymphs. It is 

still good today. 

Hook: 8 through 14 

Tail: Short white marabou tail 

Body: Brown floss 

Rib: Yellow floss or gold tinsel 

Hackle: Sparse, soft ginger 

1. Pinch the barb and line the hook shank with tying 
thread. Tie in the white marabou tail. 

2. Attach the rib material at the hook bend. Tie in 
and form the brown floss body. Wind the rib 
forward and trim. 

3. Wind in the short, soft, ginger hackle. Form a 
small head, whip finish and cement. 
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CHARTER MEMBER and McKENZIE PLAQUE WINNER 
 
 

Russ Roundy brought this Oregon fishing license to a meeting 2 years ago. 
 

ANGLER’S LICENSE -- $1.00 

 


