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SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 

By Skip Cavanaugh 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

The program for this month will be quite differ-

ent and yet, very informative.  It is time to unveil 

the new Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club web-

site.  Representatives from The Well Dressed 

Walrus will assist Lee Funkhouser in presenting 

an overview of the site and information on how 

to access and navigate our new program.   

The IEFFC Board worked hard to bring on this 

project, knowing that our club was very much in 

need of a website that was more functional than 

the previous site.  We now will have a bright and 

easily utilized website of which we can all be 

proud. 

Presidents Message (continued) 

 

 

From the time I became a member of our club, I had 

always heard that we take a hiatus from our summer 

meetings because we are presumably all mostly out 

fishing.  Well I think we should have at least contin-

ued with “wet fly” sessions what with the news of low 

water flows, warm water conditions, “hoot owl” re-

strictions and so on.    It’s been downright depress-

ing.  I, for one, am chomping at the bit to get out.  It 

looks like a cooling weather system may be start-

ing.   Anyone want to schedule a fishing trip? 

 

For me, it has been a lost summer I would never have 

imagined.  I was shocked out of my mind to learn of 

my cancer diagnosis last April.  After a few surgeries, 

I think I am on the mend.  I had the last drain pulled 

out of my body Thursday, August 27th.  It has been 

very frustrating, as you great bunch of guys entrusted 

me with the club presidency this year.  I have had lit-

tle energy and enthusiasm for the job this summer, or 

much of anything else.  But that is changing. I intend 

to do what I can for our club the remainder of this 

year, and hopefully many years to come. 

 

So during my down time I have been reading “ Rise 

Forms From the Past.”  This is the book that was 

published for our 50th club anniversary in 2006.  The 

book has been on my shelf and on my “to read” list 

for quite a few years.  It is full of events and humor-

ous escapades (mostly fly fishing) by our members 

since our club inception in 1956.  It is most interest-

ing.  If any member is interested in getting the book, 

we can have some published for nominal cost. 

 

Thank you so much Lee Funkhouser for the hard 

work of you have expended in the effort to 

bring our new club website to fruition.  I am 

excited to see the presentation at our Septem-

ber meeting, 

 

I was talking to our friend, past club president, 

Pat Kendall today.  As many of you know, he 

resides in Arlington over on the West side.  He 

tells me that he has caught about 100 pink 

salmon recently fly fishing from shore up 

somewhere near Deception Pass.  He wouldn’t 

tell the exact location as it can get 

crowded.  Give him a call, he may take you 

out. 

 



Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

New IEFFC Website 

FISH STORY FOR SURE 

Submitted by Don Perry 

Minnie Lake rainbow are known for their frequent 

and high jumping, both when hooked and free 

swimming.  May 29 at Minnie Lake Bill McElroy 

and I were getting our last couple hours of fishing 

when the following occurred.  As we were moving 

from one spot to another with no lines in the water 

an 18" rainbow jumped over the side of the boat 

landed on a cushion on the middle seat of the boat 

and fell onto the floor of the boat.  I scooped up the 

surprised but still very lively trout and quickly got it 

back in the lake.  As evidence, Bill took a picture of 

the mark left on the cushion.  If you look closely on 

the seat to the right of the cushion you can see some 

greenish debris left behind.  The fish hit so hard it 

knocked the crap right out of him. 

 

Long Lake Outing 

By Lee Funkhouser 

The Long Lake outing was a great bunch of fun with some added ex-

citement from the wildlife show that is always going on.  Somehow 

catching a fish, only to find you are releasing it for a loon or eagle to 

chase it, and eventually catch it, is not what is meant by catch and 

release.  The group making it to the outing included Doug Brossoit 

and friend, Tom Bogley, Steve and Emarene Dixon, Ray and Marlys 

Kranches, and Lee Funkhouser and his brother, Bob.   

 

The one fly contest was won by, (who else), Steve Dixon with 22 fish 

in three hours.  He is shown in the photo to the left with what was left 

of his fly and a line that included a big loop and numerous knots.  

Note that he was still catching fish even though the fly was almost 

non-existent by that time 

The new website is almost finished and will be unveiled at the September meeting.  It in-

cludes a number of additions, yet retains the essential ingredients that were present on the 

website developed by Bob Bates.  It is important to understand the tremendous contribu-

tion made to the club by Bob during his time as publications committee chairman.  De-

signing and maintaining a website, as Bob did for many years, is no small task.  We have 

employed a group specializing in this type of endeavor, while Bob did it on his own and 

did an outstanding job.  We should look at this new site as an extension of the work Bob 

started and recognize the time and effort he put into everything that he did.  Every day we 

are reminded of how much we miss him and his efforts towards the success of our great 

club. 

Steve Dixon with the winning 

“one fly” 



Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

Kid’s Fishing 2015 

By Floyd Holmes 

Board Meeting Location 

By Neal Beechinor 

Our board meetings have changed location.  They are now held at Frankie 

Doodles, 30 E. 3rd, just off Division near the freeway.  All members are wel-

come at 5:30 PM the Thursday after our regular membership meeting. 

The addition of a session for families from the Ronald McDonald House has again been a success. 

 

On Friday, May 1st, we had about 20 kids and their parents.  The bus ride out and back went well 

for the kids and parents and every one had a great time.  Our Legacy Committee provided the 

funding for the bus transport of kids and family from the Ronald McDonald House to Kid's 

Fishing in memory of Will Shaw.  Those members who helped out with the Friday fishing session 

were Jerry Harms, Neil Beechinor & Floyd Holmes. 

 

On Saturday everything went very well with about 700 kids fishing.  Those who helped out on Sat-

urday were Randy Shaber, Stephen Aspinwall, Dick Odell, Paul Coopwood, Ladin Langeman, 

Jim Athearn & Floyd Holmes. If I left someone of the list I apologize. 

 

Thanks to everyone involved. 

Fall Fishing Outlook 

By Ol’ One Eye 

We and the fish have all struggled with high temperatures and  low river flows and lake levels all 

summer. Hoot-owl restrictions are present on most rivers in the area. The outlook is poor for fall 

trout fishing on  uncontrolled streams. Flows on controlled streams, however, remain good. The 

Kootenai promises to provide good action through the fall, and a Troy flyshop now will shuttle be-

tween Troy and the Moyie takeout in Idaho for a long day, or maybe multiday float. The Spokane 

should be fine once the Dam opens for smallies upriver, and temps have been good for trout below 

Monroe. 

 

 Mid-August data from the Fish Passage Center indicate steelhead haven’t begun moving upriver 

in significant numbers yet. Snake River temperatures are only 2-3 degrees above the 10 year aver-

age. As August ends, Snake River flows are running about 70% of average, Clearwater flows about 

80%, and the Ronde is about 50% of average. So, presuming some kind of normal fall weather, 

you can expect reasonably normal conditions at the usual times, though the Ronde will be low.  

This year’s run is expected to be about 75% of previous years in terms of fish numbers.  
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HOOT OWL RESTRICTIONS 

WDFW 

State fishery managers are closing or restricting fishing on more than 30 rivers throughout Wash-

ington to help protect fish in areas where drought conditions have reduced flows and increased wa-

ter temperatures. 

 

The closures and restrictions take effect Saturday (July 18) at 12:01 a.m. The changes will remain 

in effect until further notice. Fishing will be closed in some waters, and limited in others each day 

to the hours between midnight and 2 p.m. These “hoot-owl” restrictions will go into effect on rivers 

where fishery managers want to reduce stress on fish during the hottest time of day. High water 

temperatures can be deadly for fish, such as trout, while diminished stream flows can strand migrat-

ing salmon and steelhead, said Craig Burley, fish program manager for the Washington Department 

of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW). 

 

Below are the listed restrictions in Eastern Washington.  These are still in effect. 

 

In addition, the wildfire issue has made fishing in many areas dangerous and has created a health 

hazard due to the poor air quality.   

 

For additional details please use the following link: https//fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/. 

 

Region 1 – Eastern Washington 

Closed to fishing: 

 North Fork Touchet River above Spangler Creek. 

 South Fork Touchet River from the mouth to Griffen Fork and above Griffen Fork. 

 Wolf Fork Touchet River from the mouth to Coates Creek and Robinson Fork. 

 Asotin Creek and tributaries (Asotin Co.) from the mouth to headwaters. 

 Kettle River and all tributaries (Ferry Co.) from the Barstow Bridge to the headwaters, all portions 

contained within Washington. 

Hoot-owl restrictions: 

 Walla Walla River (Walla Walla Co.) from McDonald Road Bridge to the Oregon State Boundary. 

 Touchet River (Columbia/Walla Walla Co.) from the mouth to the confluence of the North and South 

forks. 

 North Fork Touchet River from the mouth to Spangler Creek. 

 Tucannon River (Columbia/Garfield Co.) From the Highway 12 Bridge to Cow Camp Bridge. 

 Spokane River (Spokane/Lincoln Co.) from upstream boundary at Plese Flats Day Use Area to the 

Idaho State Boundary. 

 Spokane River tributaries, including Little Spokane River and tributaries (Spokane/Pend Oreille/

Stevens Counties) from the State Route 25 Bridge upstream to Monroe Street Dam. 

 Colville River and all tributaries (Stevens Co.) from the mouth to the headwaters. 

 Sullivan Creek and all tributaries (Pend Oreille Co.) from the mouth to the headwaters. 
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FLY OF THE MONTH 

 

Blonde Stayner                         September 2015                            Chet Allison 

 

I started using the Blonde Stayner at Medical Lake around 1999 after moving to Silver 
Lake. I had remembered reading where it was tied to imitate Perch fry (also shiner min-
nows and trout fry) and Medical Lake at the time had bass, close enough for me. I fish it 
mostly at the north end of the lake on a sinking line. I use size 8 & 6 with a lot of success. 
Remember it mimics fish fry so move it quick short strips. It also catches bass if that is 
your cup of tea.  
 

Hook: Mustad 9672 size 6 -14. 
Thread: Black, 6/0 pre-waxed. 
Tail: 10 to 15 orange saddle hackle fibers, 12; body length. 
Body: Yellow and dark olive variegated chenille. 
Ribbing: Gold 16/18 Mylar tinsel 4 or 5 wraps. 
Beard: 10 to 15 orange saddle hackle fibers, reaching to hook point. 
Wing: Woodduck tied flat, reaching to end of tail. 
Head: Black.  
 
Note: I tie this pattern with real Woodduck but mallard dyed Woodduck 

works good also. Change the chenille to Dark-olive chenille and you will be 

tying the Stayner Ducktail  

 

 

Step 1 Wrap thread base tie in tail, gold tinsel and chenille. 

 

 

Step 2 Wrap chenille forward and tie off, counter wrap tinsel forward tie off. 

 

 

Step 3 I turn over and tie in beard, then tie in wing flat on top tie off and whip 

finish the head . 

 

 

 

 



Federation of Fly Fishers 

Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing 

 

The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club 

FFF Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner 

The WSCFFF through your support can continue our mission to conserve and restore our 

resources, and educate fly fishers in our sport and grow advocacy for fish and fisheries. 

Submissions for publication in the Fly Leaf can be made by contacting Lee Funkhouser at flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles 

should be submitted by the last Friday of the month for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  

FFF Report 
By Chet Allison 

To Join FFF simply go to the website listed. 

  
 http://www.fedflyfishers.org/, click Membership, click join then the blue 

round button Join the FFF today 

Summer Outing-Thompson River 
By Leon Buckles  

 

The fishing was slow at the time of the outing, a case of you should have been here yesterday.  After a fantastic April and 

May, the water level dropped drastically and hatches were almost non-existent.  In fact, about the second week of June the 

fishing dropped off all across Montana from the Idaho border to the Missouri River.  Those in attendance were Neal Beechi-

nor, Paul Wham, Floyd Holmes, Dick Odell, Bob Burton, and Bud Peterson.  Those who did not attend missed out on some 

great camaraderie and the weather was great. 

Bud Peterson lingered after the others left.  I spent the day fishing with him and we found a few fish.  During the day they 

were in soft water behind large rocks and in the evening a few micro caddis began hatching and the fish moved into the head 

end of pools.  A size 14 or 16 soft hackle about 18 inches under a renegade, fished dead drift seemed to interest the 

fish.  Bud had a secret small emerger type fly that he hung under a dry fly and fished on the swing.  It shall remain a secret 

as I cannot remember what he called it.  Fish went up to about 15 inches although we both hooked fish large enough to strip 

line swimming upstream.  As always seems to happen, the large one got away.  Bud's just came unbuttoned, while mine 

broke off.  A fish, rock and 5X are not the best combination for landing a river fish. 

My wife JoAnn and I attended the 50th IFFF Fly Fishing Fair in Bend OR, Aug. 13-15. Monday thru Wednesday was all meet-

ings. Once the fair started for everyone, on Thursday, it was very enjoyable. For the first time ever I only tied flies on Thursday 

morning.  I spent the rest of my time watching and visiting with all of the other tyers who came from all over the world. There 

was a group from Japan, a group from Iceland, lots of tyers from Canada and from most every state in the US.  

          I learned techniques that I am sure, by the time I tie flies again, I will forget. I did learn how to make a Peacock  herl 

Chenille rope, which I have tried out at home now and it works pretty good.  I saw new tools that I have no use for and col-

lected flies from many of the tiers. The fish pictures were a plenty. How many were true only the presenter knows for sure. It 

was a great time for tyers young and old. 

         The Federation has announced next year’s show to be in Livingston from August 2-6 with the main show being August 

4-6. I hope to see some of you there. 

         Awards were given out at the Presidents dinner on Wednesday with the announcement of Len Zickler as Chairman of 

the IFFF starting 2016.  They are changing back to a system of Chairman and two others to work under him instead of a Presi-

dent that runs the entire show. I, for one, think Len will be a great leader for the IFFF.  Jim Maus from the WSCIFFF is the 

new treasurer. There were many other accolades and awards given out but they were too many to write down so we will have to 

wait for the FlyFisher to come out to read about them.  

http://www.fedflyfishers.org/

