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OCTOBER PROGRAM 

By Neal Beechinor 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

I work with a pretty awesome group of people in the Inland 

Empire Fly Fishing Club.  Thanks to all of you who stepped in 

and took care of things when my dad passed away last month.  

My family and I appreciate all that was done, with a special 

thanks to Neal Beechinor.  We also appreciate all the kind 

words and the cards we received.  It is tough to lose a father, 

friend and fishing partner all at one time, but the memories are 

many and I will cherish them. 

 

My heart goes out to Gary Honeyman who lost his wife, Dar-

lene, last month.  I know he realizes that we are here for him 

and that is one of the strengths of this club.  He and his family 

are in our thoughts and prayers. 

 

Neal has another great program planned and I am looking for-

ward to it.  What a great group of speakers he has supplied this 

year.  Make sure you let him know the good as well as the bad 

in regards to our speakers program.  We have started a journal 

of speakers and will be using it to look at return bookings.   

 

I finally got to see what this fin clipping thing is all about first 

hand.  I recommend it for anyone who hasn’t done it.  It is a 

real eye opener.  Thanks to the group that stepped up.  We have 

an article in this issue, so take a look at it. 

 

Steelhead season is here and I know we have a number of 

members already heading out of town.  I try to make a steel-

head trip or two each year, but will likely be staying close to 

home most of the fall.  As I am writing this, I am thinking 

about heading to the Clark Fork tomorrow, next week up to 

Babbitz and the following week a couple of days at Amber.  It 

is hard to believe how blessed we are to live in this fishing 

paradise.  My brother, who lives in Granite Falls, near Everett, 

recently showed me a couple of pictures of potential 

“retirement houses” for him and his wife.  I told him I found 

mine and he said to me “Yes, I know...You’re living in it.”  I 

joke with my brother a lot about our great fishing, but I do real-

ize they have tremendous fishing also, and I think eventually he 

This month we will have Michael T. Williams from Oregon 

doing a presentation on “The Willamette Waters”.  It looks to 

be a very informative program highlighting the fly fishing 

available on the Upper Mid-Fork and North Fork Willamette 

Rivers. Be ready to be exposed to some outstanding photogra-

phy. 
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will find that special house that will make me extremely jeal-

ous.   

 

Again, thank you all for your support.  I look forward to see-

ing you at the meeting, as well as on the area rivers and lakes.   

 

In November, our own Walt Balek will be doing a presenta-

tion on his recent trip to Alaska in pursuit of Rainbow Trout 

and Coho Salmon.  It should be outstanding. 



ST. JOE TRIUMPH 

By Lee Funkhouser 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

BURTON LEE FUNKHOUSER 
9/26/1926 to 9/8/2014 

Although he was only a member for a short year and a half, it was truly an 

honor for my dad to be in the Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club. He told me 

that it was an honor for him, but it was much more an honor for me.   

You see, my dad was truly what defines the type of men who are club 

members.  My dad was the kind of fisherman who took a friend to his fa-

vorite fishing hole and then let his guest fish the prime place.  He was the 

kind of fisherman who gave you his favorite fly because it was the one the 

fish were taking, even though it was the last one he had with him.  As a 

kid I remember that he didn’t just untangle my line, he gave me his rod to 

fish with while he undid my mess.   

I remember a couple of years ago, while we were on a three day outing at 

Lake Chopaka, I came in for lunch and asked my dad how he had done 

that morning.  He said he hadn’t gone out...he was getting things ready for 

lunch.  I became a little concerned and asked how he had done the previ-

ous day.  He said he hadn’t fished much and that he was kind of taking 

care of the camp.  I said “dad, we came here to fish” to which he said “I 

came along to make sure you and your brother had a good time”.  My 

brother and I watched him a little closer after that and made sure he had 

his time to fish too, but that episode is an example of what my dad was 

made of.  

I hope that I learned from him over the years because I want to be just like 

my dad.  I will surely miss him and the world has lost a great man. 

 

 

One of the special activities we are involved in is bringing 

our area youth into the fly fishing arena.  We do it in many 

ways, but the most rewarding way involves our kids or 

grandkids.  Here we have a special picture of Jerry McBrides 

10 year old grandson, Colin, catching his first trout while fly 

fishing.   

 

The trip was a recent excursion to the St. Joe and will cer-

tainly be remembered by Jerry.  More importantly, catching 

this trout in such a beautiful setting will likely have a life-

time impact on young Colin.   

 

I think this first fish is just the first of many.  We may even 

see Colin as a member of the IEFFC in a decade or so. 

 

Great job, Colin!! 

 

 



Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

NORTHWEST YOUTH FLY FISHING ACADEMY 
By Jerry McBride 

JOHN SHEWEY BOOK RELEASE 
By Lee Funkhouser 

Our club has always been involved in youth fly fishing programs and this is yet another opportunity for area youth.  If you 

know of a qualified candidate, please don’t hesitate to work with the IEFFC to assist that individual in becoming a part of 

this or any other program.  This is certainly important for the future of our sport, as well as the future of our organization. 

 

 

2015 NORTHWEST YOUTH CONSERVATION AND FLY FISHING ACADEMY 

Once again we are preparing for another Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy to be held June 21-27, 2015 at 

Gwinwood Community Center on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA.  The Staff will be contacting over 50 dedicated volunteers to 

contribute their time for the success of the Academy - for the kids.  This Academy is all about the girls and boys, 12-16 

years old, to teach them the basics of fly fishing and conservation.  The event is one full week with the staff and youth liv-

ing at the Gwinwood Center and boarding in cabins.  All meals are provided.  Students need to bring their personal belong-

ings, i.e., sleeping bags, pillows, rubber boots, etc.  All fishing gear and fly tying equipment is provided, however, students 

may bring their own fishing gear. 

 

The event is supported by WCTU and WSCIFFF, and members of South Sound FF, Olympia Chapter TU, WFFC, and 

Puget Sound Fly Fishers of Tacoma. 

 

The cost to each student is still $275, but sponsorships are available through TU Chapters, FFF fly clubs and private dona-

tions.  No applicant will be turned away because of lack of money.   

 

Applications will be accepted starting January 1, 2015 until April 15, 2015.  Applications may be downloaded from our 

website – www.nwycffa.org,  via email to mtclancy39@comcast.net  or call 360-753-1259. Each applicant must submit an 

essay explaining why THEY want to attend The Academy.  A letter of recommendation is required from a school teacher or 

counselor. We have a Facebook page listed under our name for viewing pictures from previous events.   

 

We are very proud of The Academy; this has been a life changing experience for many of our youth. 

 

 THE YOUTH OF TODAY ARE THE GUARDIANS OF THE FUTURE FOR OUR SPORT OF FLYFISHING        

 

Classic Steelhead Flies by John Shewey 

 
For those interested in purchasing John Shewey’s new book, information is now coming out and it looks like it is set to be 

released in January.  There is a website that is being constructed and it looks interesting, but as of this time the website is still 

not quite up.   

 

The link for the book overview is http://www.classicsteelheadflies.com/, and it should take you there in the 

very near future.   

 

John has spoken to our group a number of times and the new book should be a popular addition to many of our personal li-

brary collections.  

http://www.nwycffa.org
mailto:mtclancy39@comcast.net
http://www.classicsteelheadflies.com/


SPOKANE FISH HATCHERY FIN CLIPPING  
By James Athearn 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

 EMAIL ADDRESS FOR The Fly Leaf 

In an effort to increase access to the publication of The Fly Leaf we 

have created a new email address for submissions to the publica-

tions committee.  Please try to use that address for any future sub-

missions or questions you wish to address to the editorial staff. 

 

New email address:    flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com 

 

On September, 23rd,  IEFFC members Jerry Harms, Keith Kuester, Floyd Holmes, Ivan Lines, Bruce 

Morgan, Ray Kranches, Tom Hoag, Lee Funkhouser and Jim Athearn volunteered to assist Spokane 

Fish Hatchery in a fin clipping operation.   

 

About 23,000 small, rainbow triploids were clipped as part of a 10-year program for Long Lake.  These 

fish were small (2 – 4”) which made the job a little more challenging than in previous events.   

 

Thank you to everyone who participated. 



Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

 
FLY OF THE MONTH 

 

Roundy’s Rabbit                      October 2014                             Russ Roundy 

 

Hook: 4 – 4/0 2x long 

 

Thread: Stout black 

 

Tail and body: Black rabbit strip 

 

1. Pinch the barb and line the hook shank with tying 

thread. Tie in the rabbit strip at the bend of the hook, 

leaving a long tail. 

 

2. Wind the rabbit strip forward to the eye of the hook and tie off. Form a head, 

whip finish, and cement. 

 

 

Note: You might add a bit of flashabou, eyes, etc. but the unadorned version 

worked just fine. Be sure to use wire leader when fishing for pike. 

 

While looking for an appropriate fly for this month, I came upon a fly that was featured a decade ago that was the creation of 

Russ Roundy.  I thought “what a great way to remember Russ”. So this month offers a pike fly that is simplicity itself. On a 

trip to Brabant Lodge in August of 2004, Russ Roundy took a fly tying kit along to replace lost flies and produce new ones if 

the situation demanded. One pattern that proved superbly successful was a black rabbit strip leech with a long tail. It is a one-

material fly that can be tied in a couple of minutes. Russ caught a ton of pike, including several very large ones, on 

the fly. The young man who served as the guide was interested in fly tying so Russ gave him a lesson one evening. He proved 

to be a fast learner and turned out several good flies including the black rabbit leech. The next couple of days, he took a 

bunch of nice pike fishing his own flies, especially the black rabbit. 

 

 



INLAND EMPIRE FLY FISHING CLUB 
PO Box 2926, 
Spokane, WA 99220-2926 
 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

CHARTER MEMBER and McKENZIE PLAQUE WINNER 

Submissions for publication in the Fly Leaf can be made by contacting Lee Funkhouser at flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles should 

be submitted by the last Friday of the month for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  

New Sportfishing rules, Spokane River flows  
By 

Guy Gregory 

Two hearings may be of interest to our members this month. First, WDFW is recommending that 32 proposed 

sportfishing rules move forward for public comment. The rules are specific to the mainstem Columbia River, 

its tributaries or lakes within the basin. The changes – which cover fishing seasons, daily limits and other rules 

– include proposals that would, among other things:  

 close all rivers, streams and beaver ponds in the Columbia River Basin to fishing unless otherwise stated 

in the rules pamphlet, and implement additional conservation measures to provide greater protection for 

anadromous fish. The proposal also calls for mandatory retention of hatchery steelhead in some rivers. 

 Eliminate the retention of sturgeon on the Snake River and its tributaries. Catch-and-release sturgeon fish-

ing would be maintained. 

 

To review and comment on the proposed rules, visit WDFW’s website at http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/

regulations/rule_proposals/. Comments will be accepted through Oct. 16. 

 

Also, WDOE is holding a public hearing on proposed instream flows for the Spokane River.  The proposed 

rule will help protect  instream uses and habitat by setting a regulatory threshold for water available for new 

water rights.  

. 

The public can provide comments on the proposed rule through November 7, 2014 through an online feedback 

system, by email, or at the public hearing at CenterPlace, Spokane Valley, October 22, 2014 beginning at 6 

PM.  


